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*« Tue memory of the just is blessed,” 
and when a righteous man whom God 
has rendered useful is taken out of the 
world, it behoves survivors to preserve a 
record which may have the effect of in- 
ducing others to tread in his steps so far 
as he trod in the footsteps of Christ, and 
also to magnify the grace of God in him. 
On this account, as well as because the 
church has a right to every thing belong- 
ing to her ministers that may be bene- 
ficial, the following memorial is pre- 
sented of my late honoured father. His 
own memoranda furnish the materials. 

His origin was lowly, little likely to 
send forth a minister of talent and use- 
fulness. Nuneaton in Warwickshire 
was the place.of his birth, a town which 
in moral and spiritual cultivation is still 
far behind many other parts of this coun- 
try. Much however of improvement in 
these particulars has been mercifully 
achieved there since 1770, the year in 
which my father was born. His parents 
were poor, but industrious, and for the 
station they occupied highly esteemed, 
but they were without the fear of God. 
As their family was large, every child as 

early as possible was placed at the 
wheel or the loom. A free-school in 
the town furnished to my father, up to 
his eighth year, the rudiments of learn- 
ing; and subsequently an evening school 
somewhat augmented his stock of know- 
ledge. His mind was inquisitive, his 
_ application close, and to use his own 
_ words, “I soon became more learned 
than any of my father’s children.” 

ween the ages of eight and ten 
vas led to entertain great ap- 
-as to his condition before 
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to his mind does not appear. His pa- 
rents—his mother especially—regular in 
the discharge of the external duties of 
religion, were accustomed frequently to 
commend to his attention the word of 
God ; so that it would not be difficult to 
account for this concern. The Spirit of 
God, even at this early age, was prepar- 
ing him by such means as were within 
his teach for the engagements of future 
life. His distress was exceedingly great 5 
he describes himself as deploring his im- 
mortality, or wishing he had many years 
before then been in hell, vainly imagin- 
ing that he would have become familiar 
with his pain. What might not have 
been the blessed advantage to himself, 
and probably to others, had he then been 
favoured with such means of instruction 
as might have fully set before him the 
way of salvation. Children of the dis- 
ciples of the Redeemer cannot too highly 
prize the blessing of such parentage. 
These impressions however soon wore 
away, and my father afterwards became 
a kind of ringleader among boys of his 
own age, and even of more advanced 
years. He describes himself as lost to 
all sense of fear and shame, as aban- 
doned to every vice which his age and 
circumstances would allow. His con- 
duct was the grief of his parents, espe- * 
cially of his mother, whose heart he’ 
conceived the Lord was now opening. 
They fancied he would commit some 
crime, at once ruining himself and in- 
volving them in pain and disgrace. He _ 
had joined a benefit club whose mem- 
bers aided each other in sickness ; but, 
as is unhappily the case with many such 
societies, their time and money were too 
often spent in rioting and Shrek at 
c 
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One of their number had engaged in a 
pugilistic contest which ended fatally ; 
and while, with the rest of the club, my 
father stood at the grave of his fallen 
companion, and listened to the reading 
of the office for the burial of the dead, 
his mind was powerfully impressed with 
the awfulness of the delusion cherished 
by expressing over such a man the hope 
that he rested in Christ, and would rise 
to everlasting life. ‘‘ My serious thoughts 
at this time,” he says, “returned, yet 
they were not effectual to change my 
heart.” Some check was, nevertheless, 
laid upon his vicious career. About that 
time the preaching of a Mr. Hemming- 
ton in one of the village churches near 
Nuneaton was beginning to excite con- 
siderable attention. Many of the people 
flocked to hear him. A simple, fervid, 
evangelical ministration was a new thing 
in those days. The memory of the 
oldest inhabitant could furnish nothing 
parallel, and though the village was at 
six miles distance, many, and among 
them some of the acquaintances and 
companions of my father went every 
Lord’s day to hear him. “ There was 
no small stir about that way.” Some 
said one thing and some another; the 
_greater number of the townspeople 
thought, however, that a strange whim 
was obtaining possession of the people, 
to take them so far to listen to the ray- 
ings of a man whom they considered at 
best but a harmless fanatic. 
Merivale church was crowded, 
“ Among the persons who flocked thi- 
ther,” says my father, “was a young 
man with whom I had been intimately 
acquainted. I could not tell what was 
now come to him; he never made his 
appearance among his companions, and 
if at any time he was seen in the street, 
it seemed as if he wished to get out of 
it as soon as possible. I thought much 
about him, and as I deemed myself 
wiser than he, I fancied if I went, once 
to the church to hear this man, I should 
be able to show my friend his mistakes. 
“With this view I ventured to go. Mr. 
Hemmington was not that day in his 
ulpit. A Mr. Valentine, a clergyman 
ke-minded, addressed the congregation 
with great earnestness on the errors into 
which ungodly men fall as to religion— 
“There need not be, they say, so much 
ado about it; God is merciful,’ with 
other things of the same kind. ‘ But,’ 
added he, ‘ when they come to die, ask 
them whether they ‘think religion im- 
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portant-—whether there can be too 
much concern for the soul’s salvation— 
whether faith in Christ be an unneces- 
sary-thing ; they will then hold a differ- 
ent language.’ 

“ The appeal seemed directed to me. I 
was exactly the individual whose lan- 
guage had been uttered, whose thoughts 
had been brought out. I cannot de- 
scribe my feelings ; but, though it is now 
twenty-eight years since, the scene is 
fresh in my remembrance. I imagine I 
see the man of God in the pulpit ; the 
people crowding in every direction, in 
the pews and aisles of the church ; the 


gothic arches, the carvings, the old-_ 


fashioned seats, the walls green with 
mould and damp; nay, I seem as if now 
seated in the old gallery, and beginning 
with the utmost consternation to say to 
myself, ‘What have I been doing all 
my life? Iam mistaken; J am utterly 
wrong ; these people are right: I must 
become anew man. Itseemed then as 
if I had been totally blind, and that 
now my eyes were opened. I can never 
forget those moments. What surprise I 
felt! How it was, or from whence it 
came, I knew not, but when the service 
was ended I came out of the church full 
of astonishment, and instead of trying to 
convince my companion of his delusion, 
I viewed those who understood the 
things I had heard as the happiest people 
in the world.” 

Persons who walked so far to hear the 
word of God were likely in returning to 
seek to benefit each other by mutual 
conversation ; and it is pleasing to dis- 
cover from my father’s journal, that 
many of them met in the evening of the 
Lord’s day at the house of one of their 
number for united supplication and for 
reading the Scriptures. He went to their 
meeting the very evening after his mind 
had received the impressions already 
mentioned. All were astonished ; some 
hoped for the best ; some were thankful; 
but when after a short time he began to 
tell how great things the Lord had done 
for him, he was met by cold suspicion 
and doubt. ‘So notorious a wretch as’ 
I to be converted was to them an un- 


likely thing; they could scarcely believe — 


it; as yet they knew but little of God’s 
ways, and did not understand the lan- 
guage of Paul, ‘Where sin abounded 
race did much more abound.” On 
is part of his history 
with great force, “ 


m is necessary 


in dealing with newly-awakened per 
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sons; but what good might not be ex- 
pected if Christians would but imitate 
the tenderness, the gentleness, and af- 
fection of Christ, who feeds his flock like 
a shepherd, gathers the lambs in his 
arm, and earries them in his bosom. 
How great the unreasonableness, how 
irreparable the injury, of old Christians 
forgetting the weakness of childhood.” 

The impressions thus made led him as 
a guilty sinner to seek pardon through 
the blood of atonement; the obtaining 
of which, while it set him free, and cre- 
ated a joy unspeakable and glorious, in- 
duced the conviction which never for- 
sook him—that to the free grace of God 
alone he was indebted for his recovery 
from eternal wretchedness. “I was 
sunk,” he says, “to the lowest deptlis 
of degradation and misery—a monster 
of iniquity—a very devil; yet God had 
mercy on me; ten thousand thanks to 
his holy name.” The exclusive reign of 
divine grace in the salvation of a smner 
was not with him so much an opinion 
as a feeling; it was one of the things 
embraced by his consciousness, not sim- 
ply assented to by his judgment. And 
here 1 may take leave to say, though my 
father through his whole life utterly de- 
tested the idea of so limiting the mercy 
of God as not to invite all freely to par- 
take of it, and of supposing that any ob- 
stacle prevents man’s obeying the invita- 
tion but the state of his heart, he ever 
maintained those doctrines which are 
usually denominated Calvinistic. The 
free grace of God in conversion was his 
frequent theme. 

-Narly in life he married. His wife was 
young; her mind had been graciously 
enlightened ; and her deep piety, her 
affectionate disposition, and sound sense, 
admirably adapted her for a companion 
to him. He soon felt, however, great 
pecuniary straits and difficulties, from 
which there seemed no way of escape 
but one, against which every feeling of 
his heart rose in strong opposition. Af- 
ter struggling against these difficulties 
for some time ineffectually, a debt of 
about four pounds induced him to enlist 
as common soldier into the County Mi- 
litia. This body at that time assembled 


fora month in each year, to be trained 


to the military art ; they were not likely, 
as he thought, to be called away from 
home. Soon afterwards, however, the 


French war assumed such an aspect as 
to put in requisition all the forces govern- 


ment could 


command, and my father ° 
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was ordered to join his regiment, to oc- 
cupy different parts of the coast as occa- 
sion might require. With a heavy heart 
he left home ; his necessary companion- 
ship was any thing but favourable to the 
growth of devout and religious feeling ; 
yet he says, “I feared and prayed, and 
became diligent in the use of whatever 
means of grace I could command, seek- 
ing from God that support and direction 
which were so needful at this trying 
season. The more my companions ri- 
diculed my religion and persecuted me, 
the more I looked to the Lord ; and now 
I cannot but thankfully adore the mercy 
and the power which preserved me from 
evil.” 

In this school my father learned pain- 
fully some lessons which subsequently 
were of preat use to him. Among these 
he mentions entire reliance on the 
power of God to preserve him from fall- 
ing; deep humility under the feeling 
that what his companions were he also 
would have been but for undeserved 
mercy; and those habits of frugality 
and industry which, especially during 
the first twenty years of his ministry, he 
found almost invaluable. The marches 
of the regiment from place to place 
brought him into acquaintance with mi- 
nisters and experienced Christians, 
whose company he habitually sought 
and greatly enjoyed. ‘ 

In the company in which my father 
was, there was another man, Edward 
Burton, “ to whose memory justice,” he 
says, “is much in arrears.” He was a 
good man, and full of the Holy Ghost ; 
and perhaps by some he will be remem- 
bered as afterwards the humble pious 
pastor of a small congregation at South- 
hill, Beds. Mr. Burton was a preacher 
during his soldier’s life. My father’s 
mind had been greatly exercised on the 
subject of preaching, previously to his 
assuming the red coat; the two men, 


sa 
therefore, one a sergeant, the other a— 


corporal, became exceedingly intimate. 
Sergeant B., the elder, watched over his 


friend with a fatherly care, and occasion=- —— — 


ally admonished him with a brother’s 
kindness. 

At Liverpool, my father, who had 
mostly attended among Baptists since 


‘his soldier’s life had commenced, was 


about to join the church under the late 
Samuel Medley, from whom he received 
much kind and christian attention ; 
but at that juncture his company was 
ordered to a considerable distance, so 
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that he was not privileged to put on 
Christ by a public profession, till some 
time afterwards, while encamped near 
Folkestone in Kent. In the regiment 
there were several pious soldiers, accus- 
tomed to meet for worship under the 
guidance of Serjeant Burton; his ab- 
sence one Lord’s day led to my father’s 
being solicited to take his place; and 
the church at Folkestone hearing of this 
circumstance, requested him to give 
them an opportunity of judging what 
were his gifts for the ministry. A point 
of order seems to have prevented their 
calling him to the work he longed for ; 
still they agreed that “he might preach 
when opportunity offered and necessity 
required.” On this permission, as well 
as on some other proceedings, both of 
that church and of another, to which he 
was subsequently transferred, my father 
remarks in his narrative, ‘* While these 
things were doing, I had no idea but 
that they were in perfect accordance 
with scripture precept; the supposed 
© gospel order’ I thought as undoubtedly 
true as that two and two make four, but 
now I.more than question it; yet was 
there so much simplicity and integrity in 
the men by whom these things were 
done, that I could not but love them, 
and still I cherish their memory with 
great affection. This ‘gospel order” often 
means nothing more or less than an un- 
scriptural formality, and an assumption 
of power to which, from the word of 
God, churches can establish no right.” 
His connexion with Folkestone was 
but short. The regiment to which he 
belonged was ordered to Colchester ; 
where, however, for a short time, the 
want of full accordance between his 
views and those of the estimable minis- 
ter who then laboured there, stood in 
the way of his receiving much encourage- 
ment. His mind was severely tried, and 
often did he pray that his ardent desires 
for the ministry might be taken away, 
as he had but little hope of their being 


_gratified. The enemy of souls, more- 


over, availed himself of the discourage- 
ment my father met with, sorely to ha- 
rass him. ‘ Once,” he says, “I came 
to the resolution to give up my profes- 
sion of religion ; but as this purpose was 
being settled, it suddenly oceurred to 
me, while I was walking in the barrack- 
yard, that if I did so Fonsi renounce 
the house of God, and no more associate 
with his saints ; on which the snare was 
mercifully broken, and I escaped.” At 
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length the regiment was ordered to Nor- 
wich. Much kindness on the part of 
the friends at Colchester was shown at 
parting, and often in later life have I 
heard my father refer to his stay there, 
as endeared by a thousand grateful re- 
membrances. Here he had endured his 
severest conflict with temptation ; here, 
though at first somewhat repelled, he 
met with a friend and father in the late 
Mr. Stevens. Good was done in the 
church, partly through the instrumenta- 
lity of the soldier-christians ; and both 
Baptists and Independents yied with 


one another in their expressions of affec-- 


tionate solicitude for their welfare. 
** There was not,” says my father, “a 
happier man in all the regiment than 
myself; for, notwithstanding my little 
difficulties, the Lord was with me, and 
strengthened my persuasion that he 
would in due time accomplish the great 
desire of my soul, and enable me to 
preach to sinners the glad tidings of sal- 
vation. When we came within about a 
mile of Norwich, to which we were all 
entire strangers, I was thinking about 
preaching, and said to one of my pious 
comrades, ‘ This is the place in which I 
shall see what the Lord will do with me 
in respect to the ministry; here he will 
show me whether I shall be a preacher 
ornot.’” Soon after their arrival it was 
noised abroad, that there was a preach- 
ing sergeant among the soldiers, and he 
was speedily sought for to occupy the 
many pulpits of the city and neighbour- 
hood. The corporal was not forgotten ; 
and “in a little time,” says my father, 
“I was requested to preach in the vestry 
of the late Mark Wilks’s meeting, on a 
Lord’s day evening. This I did, and 
was desired to repeat the exercise, but 
without any prospect of further engage- 
ment.” The Lord’s ways, however, are 
not our ways. Ata neighbouring town 
(East Dereham), the minister, Mr. R. 
Denham, was declining in health ; Ser- 
geant Burton was sought to supply his 
pulpit ; but when on one occasion he 
was unable to go, Mr. Wilks, who was 
looking out for a supply, met my father 
in the street. 
he, “you must go and preach at Dere- 
ham.” My.father resisted this unex- 
pected proposal ; but Mr. W. was not a 
man to be refused; and “TI thought,” 
says my father, “ of the ‘ opportunity and 


necessity’ of my Folkestone friends, so 


that I felt constrained to apply for leave 
of absence, and was’soon on the road to 


“Corporal Green,” said _ : 
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Dereham.” It is nota little to the credit | 
both of the men, and of the officers of this | 
highly-favoured regiment, that neither 
the preaching sergeant nor corporal was 
ever allowed to seek leave of absence 
for such purposes in vain. 

My father was distinguished through 
life by his devout recognition of the 
hand of divine providence in all the cir- 
cumstances of his history. “ Could any 
other person have been found to supply 
the people at Dereham,” he says, “ or 
had I been ill, or had I only been walk- 
ing in another direction, at the time Mr. 
Wilks met me, my whole history might 
haye taken a totally different character ; 
nor must these things be accounted ac- 
cidents, they are the indications of his 
interference who guides equally the 
seemingly great and small matters on 
which our steps depend. To him the 
less and the larger affairs of human life 
are alike. 

“| had great liberty and comfort in 
preaching,” my father writes ; “ and al- 
though it was the first time I had ever 
been into a pulpit, and the congregation 
was large from the novelty of a preach- 
ing soldier, I felt much ease and free- 
dom, and the Lord gave his blessing to 
the services of the day.” This was fol- 
lowed by many other similar requests, 
especially from Diss, from the people 
under the pastoral care of the late Mr. 
Charles Farmery._ Mr. Denham soon af- 
terwards died. Mr. Farmery was looked 
to as the adviser of the people in their 
affliction, and though they could only 
raise a salary of £20 per annum, it was 
deemed right by the church to request 
my father to take the oversight of them 
in the Lord. He was a soldier, how- 
ever, and procuring his discharge was a 
difficult affair. He could not raise the 


necessary sum; three or four pounds 
was all the Dereham people could ven- 
ture to promise. What was to be done? 
Nor was this the least difficult part of 
of the business. My father belonged to 
a class of men greatly valued by the of- 
ficers ; it was little likely they would 
easily give him up: but he determined 
on making the trial. His captain was a 
mild, good-natured man, who, as soon 
as he learned the wishes of his corporal, 
readily promised he would do all he 
could with the colonel to further them ; 
and he was as good as his word. The 
next day my father was ordered to 
attend upon the colonel, who, after se- 
veral inquiries, said to him, more to show 
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the insuperable difficulties of the case 
than with any view of consenting to the 
request— Yes, Corporal, you shall have 
your discharge for £20.’ My father 
bowed, and hastened to his friend Far- 
mery; the money was borrowed, and 
the next day his discharge was procured. 
“Many were surprised at this unexpect- 
ed turn, but others saw in it the hand 
of the Lord. I went to the room where 
I had lodged with several comrades, in- 
formed them of the change, pulled off 
my red coat, gave it a strong kick with 
my foot, and bade it a final adieu. The 
Lord has all men and all things in his 
hands, and when he pleases he can make 
them serve his purpose, or that of his 
saints. ‘Bless the Lord, O my soul.’ ” 
The necessary matters were quickly ar- 
ranged. During his connexion with the 
army, my father had obtained many fur- 
loughs, and walked many weary miles, 
to visit his beloved wife and family; but 
he was now delighted in the prospect of 
once more living with them, and of pro- 
secuting the work dearest to his heart. 

No long time was suffered to elapse 
ere he effected his family’s removal from 
Nuneaton; and though, with a sickly 
wife and three small children, his pros- 
pects as to this world were sufficiently 
discouraging, he could not refrain from 
regarding himself, when settled at Dere- 
ham, as one of the happiest of men, 

His happiness, however, was soon to 
be marred. The companion of his youth 
gradually became weaker; and it was 
soon sufficiently apparent that she would 
ere long be called toa better world. My 
mother’s dying éxperience was a delight-- 
ful illustration of the value of simple 
faith and unaffected piety, and a cheer- 
ing comment on the promise, “ When 
thou passest through the floods I will be 
with thee.’”” He however could not but 
mourn. The angusta pauperies—three 
small, helpless children—and the new, 
in many respects delightful, yet onerous — 
duties of a pastor’s life, greatly oppressed 
him ; but God was with him. His use- 
fulness began to appear. 
paratively short time the Lord gave him 
another companion in the daughter of a 


Within a com-— 


respectable farmer in the county of Nor- _ 


folk ; and by the help of a school which 
for a few years was greatly prosperous, 
he was enabled to obtain enough of the 
bread that perishes. 

It is neither necessary nor right to in- 
quire into the propriety of ministers in 
such circumstances as my father resorting 
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to a school to eke out a slender pittance. 
It was perhaps the only course open to 
him, but in far the greater number of 
instances it is about the worst thing a 
minister can undertake. My father in 
after years thought so, and on this ques- 
i tion his experience rendered him a com- 
I petent judge. In addition to the mental 
ia weariness almost sure to be produced 
by such application, the habits of a 
school are but little favourable to that 
Ei affection, patience, and habitual spiritu- 
ality of mind which the faithful pastor 
stands so much in need of. It is too 
severe a trial of the temper. Churches, 
reckoning upon this as a means by 
which their pastors may be enabled to 
continue among them, greatly overlook 
their true interests. My father’s habits 
were studious, he read and thought 
much; nor can I but conceive, that if 
| his time had been more at his own com- 
|| mand, not only had the church at Dere- 
| ham, but the body with which he stood 
immediately connected, and the cause 
| of truth generally, realized considerable 
benefit. Some who knew the two men 
have frequently compared my father and 
the venerated Andrew Fuller. Their 
early religious history had been some- 
z what similar. Both had worked their 
way from a spurious Calvinism to juster 
views of truth, and both were men of 
strong and independent minds, close and 
acute in their reasoning, indomitable in 
their application, and maintaining an 
unflinching and devout regard to the 
scriptures of truth. They were sensible 
of some kindred qualities in each other, 
and during the last ten or twelve years 
of the life of Mr. F., they met and-con- 
versed as often as their several engage- 
ments and their great distance from 
each other would allow. It scarcely 
need be said, that among the greater 
number of the ministers and churches 
in Norfolk and Suffolk, this was regarded 
as akind of plague-spot upon my father; 
and though there were but few of the 
pulpits where he was actually refused 
admittance, the number was small in- 
deed to which he had free access. 
His ministry at Dereham continne 
for twenty-two years, during which, 
though no great efforts were produced 
in the way of revival, the church and 
congregation steadily increased. Their 
‘place of meeting became too strait, but 
for want of means it was not enlarged 
till 1815, soon after the school labours 
of my father had ceased,and many of 


| visited on Lord's day evening. 
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the villages around were alternately 
In three 
of them small meeting-houses were 
fitted up; and I believe that in two, 
down to this time, congregations, if not 
churches, continue to diffuse around yet 
more abundantly the light of life. In 
the latter years of my father’s life, he 
was sometimes cheered by reflecting on 
the amount of good God had enabled 
him to do in that vicinity, and he would 
gratefully refer to the circumstance, that 
in a greater or less degree he had been 
permitted to call or encourage several 
godly men to enter into the ministry of - 
the gospel. Among these were a zealous 
clergyman’of the established church, the 
late excellent John Abbott, minister of 
the Independent congregation at Wy- 
mondham, Mr. Philippo, now of Spanish 
town, Jamaica, and several others yet 
living and labouring among both Bap- 
tists and Independents. With this lat- 
ter body my father was always on terms 
of kindly intercourse ; and as, during a 
considerable part of his ministry at Dere- 
ham, they had no place of worship in the 
town in which to assemble except on 
the evening of the Lord’s day, they wor- 
shipped with him. Though a Baptist 
from conviction, and in the habit of 
stating his views wherever necessary, he 
was no narrow, bigoted, party man. 
He loved and could maintain fellowship 
with all who loved Christ. 

One might have imagined that among 
a people to whoin under God a minister 
had become so useful, he would continue 
to labour till life should close. This, 
however, in my father’s case was denied. 
Though his success at Dereham did not 
diminish, the accumulation of village 
preaching, and some other circumstances, ~ 
among which may be mentioned his feel- 
ing that mivisters must not expect to con- 
tinue many years labouring prosperously 
in the same place, contributed to render 
his removal in his own opinion desirable. 
He was no stranger to apprehensions 
that he must relinquish the labours of 
the pulpit through sheer mental inability 
to continue them. After he had. been 


find in his memoranda the following en= 
try: “It often appears to me as though — 
I had preached as long asI can ; I must 
give up. Nor do I think this at all 
wonderful ; on the contrary, it is sur- 


on till now. Yet I will look again to- 


eee to 


prising that I have been enabled to hold a 
wards God's holy temple. By thy grace, 


ministering some twenty-one years, I 
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my God, I will live to thee—I will seek | for ministerial labour. It was thought 
thy glory—thou shalt be my God! [| at first, that speedily a period would be 
feel the importance of my character as a| put to his days, but God spared him. 
_ minister. What a charge it is! How] He had laboured, he must now suffer, 
shall I fulfilit! When I think of giving | for his glory ; and though the prospect 
up my account, and of being no longer | was painful, he bowed to the will of 
steward, 1 tremble. Oh, the voids and| God. Fora few years after recovering 
vacancies of my life.” ‘ There are | from the first. attack, he was able to 
times,” he says, on another occasion, |-move about, and mingle in society, 
“when I feel as though I could preach, | though deprived of the use of one side ; 
and my work is pleasant to me; the | and though occasionally his mind gaye 
power and grace of God are sufficient, | evident indications of its shattered con- 
why should I despair? He has helped, | dition, he occasionally occupied the pul- 
he is still the same.” pits at Thrapstone, at Brigstock, at 
Still the idea that he had preached to} Oundle, and at other places, with great 
the same congregation long enough, and | acceptance. To the first of these towns 
that probably he stood in the way of a| he removed soon after relinquishing his 
more useful minister, remained with him; | charge at Bluntisham. Whatever his 
and just at this time a people in Hunting- | weakness, he lost nothing of his deep- 
donshire, gathered by the labours of a | toned piety. His themes were generally 
devoted and faithful servant of God, |—the grace of God in converting some 
Coxe Feary, now painfully disabled, | of the worst of mankind to himself—the 
were looking for some one to succeed | love of Christ in redeeming sinners at 
him. Their attention was directedto | the expense of his own life—the hopes 
my father, and after supplying them a | of the Christian, and the influence these 
short time he removed to settle among | hopes should have on his temper and 
them at the close of the year 1818. “So | conduct in the present world. He had 
far as I know my own heart,” he says | always studied to preach Christ, and 
on this removal, and probably with re- | bim crucified ; now it was evident, that 
ference to observations similar to those | these were the grand topics on which 
which are not infrequently made on the | his own heart lived, and which furnished 
removal of ministers—“ I haye-been in- ' the calmness, the serenity with which 
fluenced by good motives. My way has | commonly he contemplated his depar- 
seemed to be marked out by divine pro- | ture hence. During this time, and at 
vidence. It is asmall thing to be judged | more subsequent seasons in his affliction 
~ by men, he that judgeth me is the Lord.” | —though he would often mourn under 
In this place, though it was evident that | the severity of his sufferings, which from 
my father’s labours were useful to a con- | the very strength, I had almost said the 
siderable extent, perhaps the want of | stubbornness, of his constitution were 
union among the people, the absence of | exceedingly acute—he was a stranger to ~~ 
~ an entire coincidence of sentiment be-| terror and anxiety. Of the truth of 
tween him and some of the leading per-'| the great principles of religion he never 
sons among them, together with the | entertained a doubt since first they af- 
great dissimilarity of mind and habits | fected his heart, and brought him to 
between his predecessor and himself, | God. Of his own cordial reception of 
somewhat interfered with the happy | these truths, and of the reality of their 
discharge of his ministerial duties. For | influence, I have often heard him say, _ 
ten years, however, till laid aside by | he could no more doubt than he could-— 
affliction, he continued to jabour in this | question his being able to see and‘ to 
station; his sound, practical wisdom | hear. He knew that old things had ; 
and experience, together with his long- | passed away, and he could never affect — 
standing, gave him extensive influence ; | the language of doubt under the false 
and by many in the churches which | notion that it is the language of piety. 
cluster in that vicinity, his name will | He was habitually thankful for what 
~ Jong be held in affectionate and grateful | God had done in him, often acknow- — 
= remembrance. ; =~ >| ledging with the grateful confiding . 
Ih the summer of 1829, while on a| apostle, “ By the grace of God Tam” 
visit to his former friends in the county | what Iam. ; E Sire. 
of Norfolk, my father was seized with | Of what may be called his dying ex- 
lytic affection which at first | perience I am not able to add much, nor 
on totally disabled him | do I know that it is desirable. He 


} 
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seldom enjoyed anything approaching 
to rapture ; his confidence was calm and 
steady ; probably the state of his mind 
was greatly influenced by those solemn 
and impressive views of death and eter- 
nity which he entertained. For a few 
weeks previously to his departure, he 
was evidently getting much worse, 
though it was delightful to observe, that 
with the exception of more frequent in- 
dications of mental incapacity as com- 
pared with his former life, he retained 
still his power of thinking and speaking 
on most subjects. My last conversation 
with him was on the 25th of April. He 
was evidently weakening ; but his mind 
was peaceful, and his prospects bright. 
I adverted to the weight of glory that 
would be revealed. ‘“ Yes—yes!” he 
said, “it is a weight, an exceeding 
weight of glory! but it is all of grace.” 
I referred to the mercy which in former 
years he had received in continued and 
almost uninterrupted succession, and to 
the gracious supports which during af- 
fliction he had uniformly enjoyed. “ Yes, 
oh yes ;” said he, “ blessed be God, he 
has been gracious, very gracious; I have 
served him but feebly, and I fear I have 
displeased him by murmuring, and that 
I may yet be left to impatience under 
my heavy sufferings ; yet I pray that I 
may not: 


“O to grace how great a debtor,” &c. 


From this time to May 17, he conti- 
nued greatly to suffer. Reason, indeed, 
maintained her seat; and it was evident 
that the consolations of religion were 
neither few nor small; but the taber- 
nacle was not taken down without many 
a severe effort, and it is not wonderful 
that he cried, “ When, O when, shall I 
fly away and be at rest?” The closing 
scene was comparatively bright. Na- 
ture struggled—pain at times was in- 
tense—but grace triumphed ; and, al- 
most with the voice of praise on his lips, 
doubtless with the cherished feelings of 
gratitude and praise in his heart, he 
cheerfully bade adieu to suffering hu- 
manity, and departed at the call of his 


Saviour and Lord to join the unnum- 


bered throng of the redeemed. “ Mark 
the perfect man, and behold the upright, 
for the end of that man is peace.” 

To delineate my father’s character is 


perhaps scarcely necessary, He was,a. 


; ‘man of stern, unbending integrity—a 


‘sturdy saint,’ who carried his religion 


into every engagement, and who would, 


MEMOIR OF THE 


REV. 8. GREEN. 


I think, at any time have preferred to 
lose his right hand to the not doing of 
whatever he deemed right. In all his 
worldly transactions this feature was 
brought out in somewhat bold retief, but 
it shone most conspicuously in his con- 
duct as a minister of the gospel of 
Christ. He delighted in truth, and ex- 
hibited it with unflinching firmness. It 
was his lot sometimes to meet with a 
morbid sentimentalism, which preferred 
the soothing to the instructive, and now 
and then temptations were offered to 
him, as they have been to many others, 
to conceal a part of the truth, or give _ 
in to a bland, enervating, canting style 
of address, falsely described as experi- 
mental, beneath which error is scarcely 
ever disturbed. This he could not tole- 
rate. The approbation of his hearers’ 
consciences, and especially that- of the 
great Master, were objects constantly 
before him, and for which he was pre- 
pared to sacrifice any thing of ease, fa~ 
your, and applause. He could not do 
the work of the Lord deceitfully. _ 

His preaching was exceedingly simple 
and earnest. He had felt the power of 
the gospel working an effectual change 
in his own heart; he anticipated this 
result in others only as it was explained 
and urged home by every consideration 
which affection could employ. “If an- 
gels could weep,” he says, “they would 
scarcely find a more proper object for 
their tears than one who calls himself a 
minister of Christ, standing in the pul- 
pit, surroundeded by precious and im- 
mortal souls, discussing eternal things — 
with apathy; it isa degree of criminality 
for which we have no name sufficiently 
expressive. Were the veil that sepa- 


rates departed souls withdrawn, and 
were we permitted to behold the spirits _ 
of just men made perfect in their bright — 
and glorious forms, to hear the music of 
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to be a minister of Jesus Christ.” These 
considerations seem always to have been 
present to my father’s mind ; and if, as 
was sometimes the case, there was an 
air of severity in what he said, this was 
not owing to a want of affection ; it was 
the result of deep feeling. in every ser- 
mon he had his end in view; and if, 
sometimes, that end was not sought by 
the best means’ within reach, this- was 
more a fault of the head than the heart. 
All attempts to show off, and all levity 
in the pulpit, he utterly abhorred. His 
ministrations were serious, close, pun- 
gent, and powerful, because eternal 
things rested in their mighty and tre- 
mendous weight upon his heart. 

My father was, moreover, of untiring 
activity and diligence. In early life I 
have often known him to keep school 
the whole of every day in the week, 
Saturday afternoon and Lord’s day ex- 
cepted—to preach twice at home on 
that day sermons that must have cost 
him no small share of thought and appli- 
eation—walk three or four miles—and 
preach at night, and afterwards walk 
home again, to return to the same round 
during the succeeding week. Te this 
he thought himself ealled ; and when- 
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ever he had such an impression, no la- 
bour was too great, no toil or sacrifice 
too severe. His desire was “to spend 
and be spent” in the service of God. 
Nor did his diligence consist in mere 
bodily exercise. His reading and study 
were incessant. He could not endure 
preaching the same sermon to his respec- 
tive audiences, nor could he ever con- 
sent to give from the pulpit that which 
cost him nothing. He wrote but little 
for the press. A commentary on the 
Scriptures, in which his design was to 
give the explanations of different learned 
men wherever he deemed it necessary, 
accompanied by remarks of his own ; 
“ Hssays on prayer and the ministry of 
the word,” designed “for those excel- 
lent and worthy ministers who have not 
had an academical education, and who 
labour hard for but little pecuniary re- 
muneration ;’ and a volume of miseel- 
laneous essays, which contains sound 
and scriptural views of many contro- 
verted points of Christian doctrine, were 
almost all that he published. Besides 
these, to his pen, the pages of the earlier 
volumes of this work, and of some other 
periodicals, were occasionally indebted, 


HINTS AND QUERIES ON THEOLOGICAL SUBJECTS, 


BY THE LATE REY. 


Eviz exists. This is certain. How 


came it to pass? 


The Manichees and others supposed, 


that there were two eternal principles, 
one the author of good, the other of 


evil: perpetually counterworking each | 


other. 
Not to insist on the absurdity of this 


idea, it is utterly irreconcilable to Scrip- | 


ture. Isa. xlv. 7. 


And surely it is a very uncomfortable | 


idea, even though it should be certain 


that the Good Being will prevail at last. 


Tf One Being alone is self-existent and 


eternal, and all things were created and | 
are regulated by him, must we suppose | 


that he was not strong enough, or was 


not wise enough, to prevent the entrance 


of evil into the universe? 


Would nothing exempt the supreme 
Being from just censure, but the plea, 


that he could not help the existence of 
evil? And should we be more happy 
VOL, {11-—FOURTH SERIES. _ . 


J» RYLAND, D.D. 


in the thought of being under the go- 
vernment and care of a Deity, who 
might be disappointed and _ontrolled ; 
than under the care of one who was ab- 
solutely independent; but who thought 
proper, for some wise reason, to suffer 
the existence of evil? : 

Verily I should be the happiest under 
the latter idea of God. 


Shall it be pleaded, that responsibility 


could not exist in creatures, nor could 
their good actions be rewardable by 


divine bounty, if they were effectually ~— 


preserved from sin? 

I cannot, for my part, admit of this 
idea. For I think, that a loving, duti- 
ful, holy creature, who felt and acted- 
perfectly right, towards God and his 
fellow-creatures, would be as lovely, on 
the supposition that he was effectually 
preserved in goodness by divine influ- 
ence as he would be if his virtue were 
owing to self-determination, : 

D 


— 
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Would any man be the less satisfied 
with the temper and conduct of an af- 
fectionate wife, or of a dutiful son, if he 
had had an assurance from God, that he 
would never suffer her, or him, to fail in 
any part of duty? Or, would any Mas- 
ter like a servant the less for a similar 
cause P 

Are creatures dependent on God for 
true holiness, or for virtuous disposi- 
tions? Or, must we admit, as a baro- 
! net* once affirmed to me, * That it is 
God who gives us our faculties, and we 
must make ourselves virtuous ?” 

If creatures actually and necessarily 
depend upon God for the qualities of 
the heart, or for true holiness; it cannot 
be supposed to be any impeachment of 
i} the divine character, to let this be 
f proved, or become apparent by fact. 

H Otherwise, if God be supposed to be 
bound to do all he possibly can to pre- 
3 vent, both natural and moral evil; either 
| there is an end of all moral government ; 

and creatures cannot be under any law, 
i since it is the Supreme Being alone, who 
4 is bound to prevent the existence of 


i evil: o7 else, since evil does exist, it 
| must be supposed to exist in defiance of 


all that God could do to prevent it. Thus 
theonly way to preserve his character from 
being impeached by its existence, is to 
plead, that he could not possibly have 
prevented it. But why not? Are not 
his power and wisdom infinite ? 


Are creatures entirely dependent on 
God for being and happiness? Are 
they dependent on him for the qualities 
of the heart; for virtue and true holi- 
ness, as well as happiness ? > 

Is God Bbsohitely bound to prevent 
the existence of evil? 

Surely this cannot be the ease. For 
evil both natural and moral doex exist ? 

Can any man be better satisfied, by 
supposing that evil exists, in every sense, 
in defiance of the will of God, than in 
supposing that he had some wise end in 

- permitting it to take place? 

If he could not hinder its existence, 
how can we be sure that he will be-able 
to limit and control it? os 

And how can we be happy then? 

If the ideas of dependence and re- 
sponsibility cannot be consistent with 
each other, then, we must either affirm, 
that creatures are not dependent on 
God, or at least, not dependent on him 


~ * Who then lived in adultery. — 


that any creature should fail in his duty 
for one moment” ees 
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for their moral qualities, or their holiness; 
or, else, we must affirm that they are 
not responsible ! 

To me, it seems simply impossible 
that a creature should be independent. 
I suppose we may lawfully maintain, 
that God cannot make a God; and I 
conceive, that We may as lawfully affirm, 
that he cannot make a creature who 
shall not be dependent on himself. In- 
dependence is not a communicable qua- 
lity. It is not predicable of any created 
being. The greater any creature is the 
nore dependent it is, 1. e. the more it 
has of being, or happiness, or goodness, 
the more it has for which it depends on 
God. <A vegetable is more dependent 
than a stone ; it depends on God for its 
vegetation and growth, &e. An animal 
is more dependent than a vegetable ; it 
depends on God for sensation and a kind 
of consciousness. Man has more de- 
pendence on God than an irrational ani- 
mal. He depends on God for the con- 
tinuanee of his rational faculties. And 
does he not also depend on him for the 
qualities of the heart? I should think 
this must be the case. 

But then, this must be consistent with 
responsibility, or there can be no moral 
government ; no government supported 
by rewards and punishments. 

Shall it be admitted, that it would 
not be just for God to give out laws, un- 
less he took care to incline every crea- 
ture to obey them? Or, shall it be 
maintained, that the only reason which 
renders sueh laws just is, that God could 
not prevent a creature from violating 
them, without destroying all the virtue 
of his obedience? If the preservation 
of the holy angels were supposed to be 
owing to divine influence, would this 
render those angels less lovely ? 

It has seemed to me next to impos= 
sible, that creatures should have had so J 
deep a sense of their dependence on 
God, if evil had never been suffered to 
take place. 

Would it not seem absolutely impos- 
sible, that any creature could ever be~ 
come disaffected to God, or malevolent 


towards other created beings? Would — 
he not think, “I never felt an unholy 
thought, I never ceased loving God with 
all my heart, I never felt the least ma~ 
levolent feeling, the least pride, the least 

discontent ; and I never heard of ara- 
tional creature that did. Itisimpossible 
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If God told him otherwise, he might 
give some implicit assent to the testi- 
mony, but could scarcely understand it. 

A finite being could not possibly rea- 
lize the truth in mere theory, so fully, as 
if illustrated by actual experiment. 


Is it to be supposed, that the first and 
chief being is bound to do all that he 
possibly can, to prevent the existence of 
evil, both natural and moral ? 

If so, then since evil does exist, we 
must suppose, that he was not almighty, 
or not infinitely wise, or else, that he is 
not infinitely good. 

If the Supreme Being is absolutely 
bound to prevent the existence of moral 
evil, then there can be no such thing as 
a moral government: for by the suppo- 
sition, no being is under law but the 
supreme being: since it is supposed, 
that if any being does amiss, it must be 
his fault to let him do it. 

But if the Supreme Being is not abso- 
lutely bound to prevent the existence of 
evil, then it is infinitely better for him to 
regulate and bound the whole business 
exactly, than for it to be under no con- 
trol, or to be under the control of any 
inferior being, or number of beings. 

If it be no blemish in the divine cha- 
racter to permit sin, then it was no ble- 
mish in his character to purpose or in- 
tend to permit it.* 

Tf all that God does is right, it could 
not be wrong for him to resolve to do 
so. God could not intend doing well 
too soon. 

If God does permit sin, and decreed 
to permit sin, no doubt he had wise and 
good ends in so doing. - And as he has 
wonderfully united his interest with the 
interest not only of his obedient crea- 
tures who never fell, but also with the 
interests of the redeemed from among 
men, we may conclude that the plan 
which he has actually chosen to adopt 
shall not only promote his own glory, 
more than any other which could possi- 
bly have been chosen, but shall, on the 
whole, more promote the happiness of 
his creatures, the finally impenitent ex- 


_ cepted. 


Some seem strangely shocked at this, | 


as if they would be better satisfied, if 


God had chosen a worse plan, than at 
supposing he has chosen the best. Their 
feelings are to me incomprehensible ! 

Lh ene Cs Se fe 


* Edwards's Remark, p. 147. 


| hinder 
| your doing any wrong thing ; surely his 


411 


Angels did fall, and so did man. 
Shall we say, “God did not know this 
would ever take place, when he made 
them?” Or shall we say, “He could 
not help it?” 

It would seem to mea shocking thing 
if such great events were unknown, or 
unforeseen, or left to chance: or took 
place altogether against the will of God! 

I believe that he knew all about it, 
and that he worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will; that the wrath 
of man shall praise him, and the re- 
mainder of wrath shall he restrain. 
That all his enemies shall subserve his 
counsel against their own will and in- 
tention, just as Joseph’s brethren meant 
what they did for evil, while God meant 
it for good. 


Do you think God knows what «you 
will do to-morrow ? 

Is it probable that he knows any 
wrong thing which you will do to-mor- 
row ? 

Do you believe that he could hinder 
your doing that wrong thing? 

Will he be to blame if he does not 
hinder it? 

Did he know yesterday, how you 
would act to day? 

Was his knowledge certain ? 

Have you done any wrong thing to- 
day? 

Did God foreknow that ? 

Did that foreknowledge impel you to 
do it? 

Did God determine, all things consi- 
dered, to leave you to act as you did? 

Is that any excuse for you? 

Can you remember any one deliberate 
act of sin you ever committed? 

Did God know that beforehand ? 

Did he know it certainly? . 

Did he resolve not to hinder you, but 
to let you take your own way? 

Was that any excuse for you? See 

Did you not act as freely and volun- 
tarily, as wickedly and inexcusably, as 
if God knew nothing about it P A 

Was not this the case with Joseph’s 
brethren P 

With Gehazi? 

With Judas Iscariot ? 


—— 


If God’s knowing an hour beforehand = 


afforded the sinner no excuse, would 


his knowing from all eternity afford any? 


If God’s determining to-day not to 
our sin, is not any excuse for 


— 
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determining the same ever so long be- 
| forehand could be no excuse. 
@ I feel assured that the Most High is 
| justifiable in all he does, and in permit- 
B ting all that he suffers to take place, 
without his friends being driven to plead 
his want of knowledge, or want of 
power, as his only excuse. 

My ideas of God must be infinitely 
changed, before I can suppose, that he 
made angels or men without knowing 


AxsBa, Father! sweetest name 
| Which a mortal’s lips can frame, 
May a feeble child of earth 


Claim from Thee celestial birth > 


Holy Spirit! heavenly guest! 
Wake that cry within my breast, 
ig _ Witness with my spirit bear, 


HYMNS. 


whether they would stand or fall: or 
before I can imagine, that he could not 
have prevented both moral and natural 
evil: or before I can suspect, that he 
had not wise and good reasons for suf- 
fering them to take place. 

If I could not tell any of them, I 
ought implicitly to believe that he had 
wise ends to answer: but I think [I can 
see many of them. 


} HYMNS FOR PRIVATE DEVOTION. 


« And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, eryu 
Abba, Father’ —GaAx, iv. 6. re 


Filial love and peace impart, 

Give me a confiding heart, ° A 
Calmly in Thy will to rest, : 
With Thy gracious presence blest- 

In each varied grief I bear, 

Let me read a Father’s care, 

Training me for joys above, 


e Form my Father’s image there. By His chastening hand of love. 
z - May thy smile my solace be ; 
Humbly would I walk with Thee, S 
Till no more my feet shall roam 9 
; From my Father’s blissful home. = 


‘© He restoreth my soul.” —PSaLM xxi, 3. 


Saviour ! again I take my seat 
With humble joy at Thy dear feet, 
: And bathe them with my tears; _ 
__ _How sweet to find them freely flow ; 

_» To feel once more my bosom glow 
With love, dispelling fears 
Thou know’st, for all is known to Thee; 

ay “What; or ss pangs ofagony = 

_____My faithless heart did prove, : 
_ When I had wandered from thy side, 

Nor dared with simple trust confide | 
- In Thy unchanging love. 

: Drawn by such 


er 


a 


Joy came not with the morning’s light, 
Nor rest with the calm shades of night 

My weary spirit knew ; natal 
Deeieres by the clouds of woe, ; 

e brightest, fairest scenes below, 

Dark and uunlovely gee ene 

‘But Thou my pte Seen e gem 7 
My secret sighs were heard by Thee, 

And Thy inviting voice 


Again recalled me to my rest, PSs 
_ And bade the heart by grief opprest, 
Once more in Thee rejoice. am 


Set 
Bn” » * 
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Baptism : the Import of BATITIZQ. By the 
Rev. EDWARD BEECHER, President of 

~. Illinois College, Jacksonville, Illinois. Re- 
printed from the American Biblical Repo- 
sitory, January and April, 1840. Lon. 
don: 8vo. pp. 44. Price 1s. ° 


Baptism and the Bible Society. A Letter to 
the Rev. A. Brandram, M.A., on the 
Meaning of the word BAIITIZQ, and the 
manner in which it has been rendered in 
Versions sanctioned by the Bible Society. 
By the Rev. Dr. E. HENDERSON, Theolo- 
gical Tutor of Highbury College. Lon- 
don: 8vo pp.18. Price 6d. 

The Bible Translation Society of the Baptists 
shown to be uncalled for and injurious : in 
a Series of Letters to W. B. Gurney, Esq. 
By A Baptist. London: 8vo. pp. 64. 
Price 1s. 


Tr will be our endeavour to avoid the 
introduction into this article of a single 
sentence which a moderately educated 
Englishman would find himself unable 
to read and understand. A cursory 
glance at the pamphlets before us might 
suggest the idea that an adequate exa- 
mination of their contents could not be 
conducted without the exhibition of a 
variety of unusual characters which none 
but the learned could decipher, and re- 
condite arguments which none but the 
learned could weigh. It would not re- 
quire as much erudition as the unini- 
tiated might suppose to conform to such 
an expectation, and present to the read- 
er some pages of philological disquisi- 
tion, containing fallacies which few 
could detect, or conclusive reasonings 
which few could appreciate. But what 
would be the result? The most nume- 
rous class of readers—the class that 
needs assistance the most in forming an 
opinion—would receive from such an 
exhibition but little benefit. Solid con- 
viction eould not by such means be car- 
ried to their minds. The impression 
produced on them would probably be 
that the question is one of extreme dif_i- 
culty—that much can be said on both 
sides by very learned men—and that it 
is impossible for them, with their limited 
attainments, ever to come to a satisfac- 
tory decision, Now this would not an- 
swer our purpose. This would be equi- 
valent to a verdict in favour of our an- 
tagonists. They maintain that the 


meaning of the word in question is inde- 
finite or doubtful ; we maintain that it 
is fixed and certain. Doubts raised, by 
whatever means, may subserve their 
cause, but are fatal to our success. We 
cannot afford to indulge a taste for con- 
flict behind the bushes, where the eye 
of the spectator cannot follow ; we shall 
gain no laurels unless we strive openly. 
Unless we make the matter clear we do 
nothing. He who supposes that the 
question is one on which he is incompe- 
tent to form an opinion, does in fact 
form an opinion hostile to our theory 
that the subject is plain. Now it seems 
to us that it is possible to give to the 
mere English reader such views of the 
subject to which these publications re- 
fer, as may suffice to guide his judg- 
ment; but it must be by abstaining 
from non-essential details. It may be 
that in the judgment of those who would 
be competent to profit by critica] discus- 
sions, the need of such discussions may 
be superseded by the suggestions that 
are offered to the common sense of the 
many; but if not, it must be on a sub- 
sequent occasion that they are gratified. 
We have to apologize to them for the 
unscholarlike appearance of afew Greek 
words in Roman types; but they will 
perceive that this is necessary to our 
purpose; and though it be unaccept- 
able to their eyesight, they will tolerate 
it for once, as a sacrifice which they are 
called upon to make for the good of 
those who do not possess their advan- 
tages, and cannot partake of their plea- 
sures. = 
The pamphlet which seems to deserve 
the largest share of our attention is that 
of the President of Illinois College. His 


object is direct and important; he sets-— 


himself to elucidate what he regards as 
the scriptural use of the word Baprtizo, 


and he does so in the spirit of a scholar 


and a Christian. He has evidently de-_ 
voted to the work much thought, and if - 
the theory which he has espoused is not 


absolutely new, it is advocated with — 


greater skill and learning than have been 
arrayed in its favour before. His per- 
formance was originally published in an 
American periodical of respectability, 
the Biblical Repository ; and it has been 
reprinted in this country, in consequence 
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of the approbation with which it has 
been regarded by eminent peedobaptists. 
Dr. Henderson goes so far as to apply to 
it the word “demonstration”—a very 
strong word indeed in reference to such 
atopic; but he states that the author 
‘has treated the subject with an origi- 
nality which we should scarcely have 
expected in relation to a matter which 
has been go often discussed ;” and it is, 
in short, the work to which he refers 
those who are “desirous of satisfying 
their minds on the subject.” 

In many things, indeed, we have the 
pleasure to agree with Mr. Beecher. 
He sets out so well that we are half 
disposed to claim him as an ally. Sen- 
timents on which we are accustomed to 
insist in our baptizing sermons are 
brought forward by him with delightful 
frankness. ‘I cannot think,” he writes, 
in the very first paragraph, “that God 
has of design hidden the truth, or that 
he has revealed it doubtfully on a point 
which has proved to be of such magni- 
tude by its practical results.” How 
much more pleasant is this than to be 
told that the word used by inspired 
writers is so vague that it means many 
dissimilar actions, or that it is used by 
them in a sense different from that in 
which it is used by uninspired men! In 
his statement of the principles of inves- 
tigation we were glad to meet with the 
following passage, which we hope that 
“those who are desirous of satisfying 
their minds on the subject” will not 
overlook : 


“ Whichever way we decide, as it regards the 
import of the word, we ought to be uniform in 
its use as applied to the rite of baptism, For 
though the same word may have divers mean- 
ings when applied to different things and in va- 
rious circumstances, yet it certainly cannot, 
when applied to the same thing and in the 
same circumstances. Hence, if we adopt the 

eneri¢c meaning, purify or cleanse, we must ad- 
ere to it at all times, when speaking of the 
rite. On the other hand, if we adopt a specific 
meaning, as immerse, or sprinkle, we must ad- 
here to it in the same way, and not pass from 
the generic to the specific, or from the specific 
to the generic, according to exigencies, on the 
ground that the word @amrifm may in the 
whole circuit of its use, mean sometimes oné 
thing and sometimes another. Nor must we 
opt both, for however numerous the possible 
meanings of a word may be in its various usages, 


it has in each particular case but one meaning, 


and in all similar cases its meaning is the same. 


Hence the word Garzi@w, as applied to a given 

vite, has not two or many meanings, but one, 

and 2 that one we should in all cases adhere,” 
BRR Ls ig «hs stabi gh igen 


ceded, that the word Bam 
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The evil consequences of transferring 
the word Baprizo instead of translating 
it, are described by Mr. Beecher in a 
manner which deserves the serious at- 
tention of all Bible Societies and, their 
supporters. Against translators being 
compelled to adopt this course we have 
protested, though, alas! in vain; and 
have adyerted to the probable results of 
such transference on the native Chris- 
tians of India. But Mr. Beecher does 
more; he traces the bewildering effects 
of the practice as adopted by King 
James’s translators, on those who use 
the common version, in England and 
America. Perhaps he may not be his- — 
torically correct in ascribing the conduct 
of the translators to their inability to as- 
sign to it any meaning without seeming 
to take sides in a controversy then pend- 
ing; we believe that obedience to a 
royal mandate had more influence with 
them than the love of neutrality between 
the advocates of immersion and the 
friends of sprinkling; but his represen- 
tation of the effects of this course is so 
instructive that we should not grudge 
the labour of transcribing it, were it 
only for the benefit of the authors of the 
other pamphlets whose titles are pre- 
fixed to this article : 

“ At the time of the translation of the Bible, 
a controversy had. arisen as it regards the im- 
port of the word, so that, although it was con- 
ceded to have an import in the original, yet it 
was impossible to assign to it in English any 
meaning, without seeming to take sides in the 
controyersy then pending. Accordingly, in or- 
der to take neither side, they did not trans- 
late the word at all, but merely transferred it 
with a slight alteration of termination to our 
language. The consequence was, that it ceased 
to exhibit its original significancy to the mind 
of the reader, or indeed any significancy except 
what was derived from its application to desig- 
nate an external visible rite.—In short, it be- 
came merely the name of a rite, and had a 
usage strictly technical, and lost to the ear 
whatever significance it originally had. 

“The habit of using the ward in a technical 
sense has tended to unfit the mind for the dis- 
cussion of the question as to the mode of bap- 
hie in various ways, of which I shall mention 
‘ree, ir 
_“1, It has led to a departure from the prin- 
ciples already stated, that words, when applied 
to the same subject, and in the same circum- 
stances, cannot have a double sense. This rule, 
as has been remarked, does not forbid that the _ 
same word in different circumstances should 
have various senses, accordingly it may be con- _ 
v3 ¢# has various 
senses in the wide — of its usage, in scrip- 
Bas = classical Greek ; but eae of this va-— 
rie usages, there is one strictly of a religious — 
riéhace ‘aul. basing direct belies to one of | 


cas ents 
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the great revealed facts of Christianity. Now 
in a case like this, the laws of philology require 
that some one of the meanings of the word 
should be fixed on, and assigned to it in all 
cases. But the habit of using the word baptize 
in a strictly technical sense, as the name of a 
rite, has led to a disregard of this simple and 
obvious rule. 

“ Many writers, fixing their minds merely 
upon the idea of arite, and finding that the word 
Barri<o means sometimes to wash, sometimes 
to immerse, and sometimes, as they think, to 
pour or sprinkle, conclude that the rite of bap- 
tism may be performed in either way, entirely 
forgetting that, although the word should hap- 
pen, in the wide range of its usage, scriptural 
and classical, secular and religious, to have all 
these meanings, it by no means follows that 
when used as a religious term, it has more than 
one. Hence, if as a religious term, and in cer- 
tain circumstances, it means immerse, it does 
not also in similar circumstances mean to wet 
or to wash, to sprinkle or to pour, to colour or 
to dye, but simply to immerse. And just as 
plainly, if in some cases of its religious use, it 
means to purify, it does not in others of the 
same kind mean to pour, to sprinkle, or to 
immerse. 

2. The other mode in which the technical use 
of this word has unfitted the mind for a fair consi- 
deration of the question is, it has permitted the in- 
troduction of a discussion as to the mode of bap- 
tism, after concessions have been made which 
ought forever to excludeit. For example, the ques- 
tion arises what meaning did the word BagtiZw 
convey to those who in the age of the New Tes- 
tament writers read the command, ‘Go, baptize 
all nations?’ Was it to immerse? So our bre- 
thren the Baptists maintain, and so many who 
do not immerse concede. Now after such a 
concession, with what propriety they can de- 
bate any longer as to the mode, I acknowledge 
that I cannot perceive. Nor do I think, that 
they would do it were it not for an illusion 
practised by the technical word baptize upon 
their minds, : 

“ After admitting asa point of philology, that 
the word GBarrif» in its religious use means 
immerse, the mind seems to revert to the old 
habit of using the Anglicised word baptism, 
without attaching to it any meaning, and we 
are at once told that it is of no use to dispute 
as to the mode of baptism. Suppose, now, in- 
stead of the word baptism, we substitute the 
meaning which it has been conceded to have, 
and the illusion is at once exposed. We con- 
cede that Barrifw means immerse, but of what 
use is it to dispute concerning the mode of im- 
mersion? of none surely, so you do but im- 
merse. But can you immerse by sprinkling? 
Is sprinkling a mode of immersion? The fact 
is, that if the word denotes a given definite act, 
no other dissimilar act is or can be a mode of it, 
Pouring is not a mode of sprinkling or of im- 


‘mersion, nor is sprinkling a mode of pouring or 


of immersion, nor is immersion a mode of 
sprinkling or pouring. : 

“83, Others, again, still using the word merely 
as a technic, say that baptism is the application 
of water, in any way, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; but 
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base their conclusions rather on reason and the 
nature of the case, or on the design of the rite, 
than on a thorough philological investigation of 
the word. Now the defect of this last mode of 
reasoning is, that it does not interpret the com- 
mand, It uses the word like a technic, having 
no meaning of its own, and gives rather a de- 
scription of a rite than a definition of BarriZw. 
No one ever pretended to define Bamrigw 
as meaning “to apply water in any way,”—of 
course baptism cannot be defined to be “the 
application of water in any way.” And whe- 
ther this view of the rite is correct or not, must 
depend entirely on the meaning of the word ” 


It may be that some who would not 
hearken to us will ponder these sayings 
of Mr. Beccher, and rescind their deter- 
mination to inflict the same inconveni-_ 
ences on the people of distant lands. At 
any rate, it may be hoped that they will 
look with a candid eye upon those who, 
having themselves no doubt of the man- 
ner in whieh the word should be trans- 
lated, protest against this mischievous 
transference ; and that they will ac- 
knowledge that it is not necessarily party 
spirit by which we are actuated, when 
we make sacrifices and endure obloquy 
in efforts-to exempt the millions of 
the East from the evils deplored by 
Mr. Beecher as afflicting the western 
churches. 

Having disposed of what he deems 
unsatisfactory defences of existing cus- 
toms, Mr. Beecher observes that any 
view which shall effeetually give rest to 
an inquiring mind will be found to have 
the following requisites : 

“(1) That it shall be strictly philological. 

(2) That out of all the possible meanings of 
Barriga, it shall fix on one as the real meaning 
in the case in question. 

(3) That it shall at all times steadily adhere 
to this. . 

(4) That this shall limit the performance of 
the rite to no particular mode, 


To the first three of these considera- 
tions we cordially agree. The last is 
wholly gratuitous: there is nothing in 
the nature of the case that seems to us 
to suggest it. Having laid down these 
preliminaries, however, Mr. Beecher dis- 


7 


closes his own theory in the following — 


terms: 


“The position which I shall endeavour to 
prove in accordance with these views is this, 
that the word Gamrrifw, as a religious term, 
means neither dip nor sprinkle, immerse nor 
pour—nor any other external action in applying — 
a fluid to the body, or the body to a fluid—nor 
any aetion which is limited to one mode of per- 
formance. But that as a religious term it 


means at all times to ue or cleanse—words 
as not tobe confined to 


of a meaning so gener 
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any mode, or agent, or means, or object, whether 
material or spiritual, but ‘to leave the widest 
scope for the question as to the mode—so that 
in this usage it is in every respect a perfect 
synonym of the word xabagiga,’* 


To this theory Dr. Henderson has 
given in his adhesion, saying, “ The au- 
thor has I think demonstrated that in 
the New Testament Bamrispog and cada- 
ptspoct are perfectly synonymous terms.” 
Here we must pause, to adyert to the 
extreme candour with which that gen- 
tleman regards his fellow-labourers, and 
the complacency with which he looks at 
their performances. The carpenter, in 
ancient times, could not encourage the 
goldsmith more zealously, nor could he 
that smoothed with the hammer hail him 
that smote upon the anvil with greater 
ardour, saying, ‘ It is ready for the sod- 
dering,” than Dr. Henderson displays in 
welcoming a new colleague to this 
sphere of exertion. Does Mr. Ewing 
argue that “Baprizo is used in the sense 
of pouring upon or into,” Dr, Henderson 
is pleased ; does Mr. Beecher declare 
that “ Baprizo as a religious term means 
neither dip nor sprinkle, immerse nor 
pour—nor any other external action in 
applying a fluid to the body, or the 
body to a fluid,” Dr. Henderson is de- 
lighted! Mr. Ewing publishes a Lexi- 
con, in which he assigns to the word 
eight meanings, of which cleanse is not 
one ; Mr. Beecher publishes a pamphlet 
in which he teaches that as a religious 
term cleanse is its only meaning; Dr. 
‘Henderson directs the inquirer for satis- 
faction to both! In the text of his ninth 
page he tells us “ That it is used in the 
sense of pouring upon or into, every one 
must be Convinced, who will be at the 
pains to consult the important article in 

wing’s Greek Lexicon, under Barrizw, 
3, 4, 5, where, indeed, the whole philo- 
Jogical question is treated with an accu- 
racy and ability which we have not met 
with in any other work.t” In a note 


—* 
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ears Karuarizo, to cleanse, or to purify. 
“+ Barrismos and KaTHarismos, Tegiiies 
and Cleansing, 


e or sink comp 
the passiv 


“As some of my readers may not have>this 
ee hand, I cannot withhold in this 
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on the same page he expresses his 
opinion that Mr. Beecher has demon- 
strated “that in the New Testament 
Barriocpoc and cafapiopoe are perfectly 
synonymous terms, and has treated the 
subject with an originality, which we 
should scarcely have expected, in rela- 
tion to a matter that has been so often 
discussed.” How much more pleasant 
is it to work with such a partner as Dr. 
Henderson than with one like Mr. Bick- 
ersteth, who, writing on the same side 
of the question, remarked, “ Mr. Ewing 
had advanced a strange theory of the 
derivation of the Greek word Bapro,. 
from which he inferred that both the 
word itself, and its derivative Baprtizo, 
apply in their native meaning alike to 
dipping, pouring, or sprinkling, or any 
application of water. He maintained 
further, that immersion was not com- 
monly, if at all, used in the baptisms 
mentioned in scripture. This no sound 
critic would maintain, and no consistent 
Churchman is called upon to believe.” 
But the new theory, that Barrismos is 
synonymous with Karwarismos, that 
baptism as a religious term means nel- 
ther dipping nor sprinkling, immersing 
nor pouring, though supported by Mr. 
Beecher and Dr. Henderson, deserves 
the appellation of a strange theory, just 
as much as Mr. Ewing's. Dr. Tittman, 
of Leipsic, in his learned treatise on the 
Synonyms of the New Testament, has ~ 
pointed out three kinds of words which 
are liable to be erroneously taken for 
synonyms ; and the very first error that 
he mentions is that into which these gen- — 
tlemen have fallen. His language is, 
“ The first class consists of those which 
signify either the cause or the effect ; and 
are so much more likely to be rega ‘ied. 
as synonyms, because the writers of the 
New Testament, as is very common in © 
popular writing, are wont to unite very 
closely cause and effect.” That baptism 
5. I oppress or overwhelm by tringing burdens, 
affliction, or distress oboe Oe le ne 
ral, without specifying the mode; eed 
cover with water the bod: the 
body that is to he washed 
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effects a purification of the thing bap- 
tized, whether it be a cup, a couch, or 
a human body, we should be among the 
last to deny. It would be more reason- 
able that the advocates of sprinkling or 
of a partial effusion should demur to 
this, than that it should be disputed by 
those who say that baptism is immer- 
sion. And, as an effect of baptism is 
purification, it naturally follows that, in 
many passages, the word purified being 
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Judea, the other in Enon, near to Sa- 
lim, and in such circumstances, that to 


an unintelligent observer, there would # 


seem to be a rivalry between the claims 
of the two ;” overlooking the statement, 
that the dispute was between John’s 
disciples and the Jews, not’ between 
John’s disciples and the disciples of 
Jesus. 


_“ The argument from these facts is this: The 
dispute in question was plainly a specific dis- 


pute concerning baptism, as practised by Jesus 
and John, and not a general dispute on the sub- 
ject of purification at large; so that Chrnets 
meet Bamrricpod isthe true sense; and if it had 
been so written, the passage would have been 
regarded by all as perfectly plain. But instead 
of Rarricuod, John has used xabagicpod, be= 
cause the sense is entirely the same. In other 
words, “a question concerning baptism,” and 
“a question concerning purification,” were at 
that time modes of expression perfectly equiva~ 
lent; that is, Bamticpds is a synonyme of 
xabepir pros.” 


substituted for the word baptized,a good 
and true sense would be conveyed. Mr. 
Beecher has been led by this fact to 
suppose that baptize is synonymous 
with purify: it is strange that it should 
not have occurred to him, that it might 
be proved in the same way that immerse 
is synonymous with purify! It might 
be argued on the same principle that to 
feed, means to strengthen, independently 
of the mode in which it is effected ; or 
that to ransom means only to deliver 
from slavery, independently of the mode 
in which it is performed. In how many 
sentences in which the word smite oc- 
curs might the word injure be inserted 
in its stead; would it be correct for a 
foreigner to argue, therefore, that the 
English word smite means injure ?— 
that to smite and to injure are synony- 
mous? : 
Mr. Beecher maintains that; “as tho- 
rough purification or cleansing is: often 
the result of submersion in water, so the 
word Barri~w has come to signify, to 
purify or cleanse thoroughly, without 
any reference to the mode in which it is 
done.” Now we will not stop to m- 
quire what there is in the practice of our 
Jrethren that corresponds with a word 
signifying “to purify or cleanse tho- 
roughly,’ because we must. hasten on- 
ward ; and, passing over those sections | 
of his work in which Mr. Beecher argues 
that ‘there is not, @ priori, the least 
improbability of such a change of mean— 
ing,” though they afford abundant mat- 
ter for criticism, we will come at once 
to his * decided philological proof.” 
His first argument is derived from 
John iii. 25, “Then there arose a ques- | 
tion between some of John’s disciples 
and the Jews about purifying. And 
‘they came unto John, and said unto | 
him, Rabbi, he that was with thee be-, 
yond Jordan, to whom thou barest wit-— 
‘ness, behold the nate bapaiet pend all purifier so long foretold, has at last appeared, 
men come to him.” He supposes that | and how natural the embassy of the Priests and. 
the question originated in the fact that | Levites to inquire, Who art thou? and when 
« John and Jesus were baptizing, one in | he denied that he was the Messiah, or either Ya 
Vol, 1,—FOURT . SE < 


But is it an extraordinary thing that a 
dispute about a general topic should 
have given rise to a conversation upon a 
specific case connected with it? or is it 
wonderful that the conversation so aris- 
ing, being important, should be recorded, 
with an introduction explaining the in- 
cident by which it was occasioned ? 
Does this show that the word describing 
the topic of original discussion is syno- 
nymous with the word describing the 
specific act which was subsequently 
mentioned? “ A discussion arose about 
travelling; and one of the compan 
said that Goldsmith walked through 
France, Germany, and Italy, when he 
was a very young man.” Is there any 
thing unnatural in this sentence? But ~ 
would it not be unnatural to argue from 
is that travelling and walking are syno- 
nymous terms ? 

Mr. Beecher’s second argument is that 
this view alone fully explains the exist- 
ing expectation that the Messiah should 
baptize. That the Messiah should im- 
merse, he observes, is nowhere foretold; 
but that he should purify is often and 
fully predicted, especially in Malachi 
niet oes 

+ Suppose now the word Bazri@w to mean as 
I affirm—the whole nation are expecting the ; 

redicted purifier; all at once the news goes - 
orth that a great purifier has appeared, and _ 
that all men flock to him and are purified in the 
Jordan, How natural the inference! the great 
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his expected attendants, how natural the in- 
quiry, ‘Why purifiest thou then? It is his 
work—of him it is foretold, why dost thou in- 
trude into his place and do his work?’ In view 
of these facts I do not hesitate to believe most 
fully, that the idea which came before the 
mind of the Jews when the words “Iwdévng 6 
Barriori¢ were used, was not, John the im- 
merser, or John the dipper, but John the puri- 
fier, a name peculiarly appropriate to him as 
a reformer—as puritan was to our ancestors, and 
for the same reason,”—p. 22. 


Had it been foretold that Messiah 
should baptize, and had he adopted 
some mode of purifying that did not in- 
clude immersion, the argument would 
have been valid that immersion was not 
necessary to baptism; but if it were 
foretold that he should purify, though 
he might have fulfilled the prediction in 
other ways, yet he did fulfil it, as far as 
it could be fulfilled by an outward rite, 
when he caused men to be immersed in 
the Jordan. Had we promised to con- 
fute Mr. Beecher’s pamphlet, we might 
have performed the promise by writing 
a letter, publishing a volume, or deliver- 
ing a lecture; yet the phrase in which 
either of these acts is described is not 
synonymous with confutation. 

The third argument for identifying 
baptize and purify is derived by Mr. 
Beecher from the contrast made by John 
between his own baptism and that of 
Christ, which he paraphrases thus: “ I 
indeed purify you with water—but he 
shall purify you with the Holy Spirit. I 
perform an external and symbolical rite, 
by which the body is cleansed with wa- 
ter, but he shall perform a higher cleans- 
ing, or that in which the mind itself is 
purified by the Spirit of God.” The 
desire to derive support to his theory 
from this passage, has led Mr. Beecher 
unconsciously, to restrict the divine bap- 
tism to which it refers, ina manner quite 
inconsistent with its scriptural compre- 
hensiveness. If by baptism with, or 
rather in, the Holy Spirit, we are to un- 
derstand, as is generally supposed, the 
glorious scene which occurred on the day 
of Pentecost—an interpretation suggest- 
ed by the words of our Lord, just before 
his ascension—“ John truly immersed 
in water, but ye shall be immersed in the 
Holy-Ghost not many days hence”’— 
then, purification is a very inadequate 
term by which to describe the result on 
the highly favoured subjects of that bap- 
tism. They were 


t 2 


er — 


illuminated, they 
were consecrated, they were elevated, 
they were filled with heavenly energy ; | 
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they were assimilated to Him whose 
Spirit they received; they were ren- 
dered bold, and wise, and skilful, and 
were endowed with miraculous powers. 
In what inadequate phraseology would 
all this have been described, by saying, 
He shall cleanse you with the Holy 
Ghost! or, John indeed cleansed you 
with water, but ye shall be cleansed 
with the Holy Ghost not many days 
hence! Or, if it be supposed that the 
baptism to which John referred was that 
reception of the Spirit’s influence which 
is common to all believers, the argument 
is still pertinent; they are enlightened, 
sanctified, comforted, and strengthened 
by this baptism ; purification is a part, 
but only a part, of its glorious results. 
The copious communication of divine 
influence to the recipients, which it was 
evidently the design of the speaker to 
indicate, was expressed far more em- 
phatically and completely in the decla- 
ration, “ He shall immerse you in the 
Holy Ghost.” ; 

As Mr. Beecher’s pamphlet contains 
more pages than our Magazine, it can- 
not be expected that we should follow 
him thus, paragraph by paragraph, 
throughout his course. It is self-denial, 
indeed, to pass over many passages on 
which we made notes in the margin of 
his work while perusing it ; but, having 
directed the attention of the reader to 
the first three of his direct arguments in 
favour of his hypothesis, it will be ad- 
mitted, we trust, that we have treated 
him fairly. There is, however, one text 
on which he .expatiates with so much 
apparent confidence, that we must in- 
dulge ourselves with a few observations 
respecting it ; especially as Dr. Hender- 
son adverts to it also, and tells us that 
it “‘has occasioned considerable diffi- 
culty to those who contend for immer- 
sion as the only proper translation of the 


term.” Having a taste for the conquest _ 


of difficulties, when they are not very 
formidable, we are inclined to grapple 
with this, hoping to purchase a reputa- 
tion for heroism at a small expense. The 
peace referred. to is Mark vii. 2—5. 
n this text the word Bartizo occurs 


twice in the original, though not in the — 


common version; and, that all our 
friends may perceive the nature of the 
difficulty, we will give them the passage 


with the word Baprizo rendered im-— 


merse (perilous as the undertaking may 


‘ 
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saw some of his disciples eat bread with 
defiled, that is to say with unwashen 
hands, they found fault. For the Pha- 
risees, and all the Jews. except they 
wash their hands oft, eat not, holding 
the tradition of the elders. And when 
they come from the market, except they 
immerse, they eat not. And many other 
things there be, which they have re- 
ceived to hold, as the immersion of cups, 
and pots, brazen vessels, and of tables. 
Then the Pharisees and Scribes asked 
him, Why walk not thy disciples ac- 
cording to the tradition of the elders, 
but eat bread with unwashen hands ?” 
Now the difficulties under which we 
are supposed by our brethren to labour 
in respect to this passage are these: 1. 
That according to our version of the 
word Baprizo, the persons spoken of are 
represented as immersing when they 
come from market before they eat, which 
is very unlikely. “ Nothing in the con- 
text,” says Mr. Beecher, “demands the 
sense immerse, and powerful reasons 
forbid it. All must confess that purifi- 
cation is the only idea involved in the 
subject of thought. . . . Nor is it likely 
at ali that an immersion was expected 
as a matter of course, before every meal, 
even on coming from a crowd.” 2. 
That it is used in connexion with wash- 
ing hands, in which the word Nipro, 
which does not signify to immerse, but 
to wash, is employed. “It is well 
known,” says Dr. Henderson, “that the 
use of BamriZec@ar,* Mark vil. 4, in ap- 
plication to common ablutions, connect- 
ed as the word there is with yspoi avur- 
-rotc,t ‘ unwashen hands,’ has occasioned 
considerable difficulty to those who con- 
tend for immersion as the only proper 
translation of the term.” Now, our an- 
swer is, though the two words are used 
together, they are used in contrast, not 
in apposition with each other. The 
evangelist is explaining the peculiarities 
of those Jews who observed the tradi- 
tions of the elders, which several large 
portions of the community did not. 
Who found fault with the disciples for 
eating bread with unwashen hands? 
« The Pharisees and certain of the scribes 
who came from Jerusalem.” He ex- 


_ plains the cause of their censure; to eat 
- with unwashen hands was contrary to 


the traditions of the elders, for which 
these Pharisees and scribes were zealous. 


He adverts then to a variety of customs: 
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which they observed in compliance 
with these traditions. True it is said, 
“and all the Jews,” but it evidently 
means those Jews who followed the cus- 
toms of the Pharisees. Had it been a 
national practice, the disciples would 
have done it ; or if they had omitted it, 
the remonstrance would have assumed 
a different form. Now we do not deem 
it at all incredible that the Pharisees 
and their disciples bathed before dinner, 
whenever they had mingled with those 
whom they accounted the profane mul- 
titude. We should not have thought 
this improbable had there been no testi- 
mony to the fact. But as Mr. Beecher 
deems it unlikely, we will quote for the 
removal of his doubts the language of 
Dr. Jahn of Vienna on the subject, in his 
Biblical Antiquities. That eminent scho- 
lar says, “ The washing of hands before 
meals (a custom which originated from 
the practice of conveying food to the 
mouth in the fingers) was eventually 
made a religious duty, on the ground 
that if any one, though unconscious of 
the circumstance at the time, had 
touched any thing, whatever it might 
be, which was unclean, and remained 
unwashed when he ate, he thereby com- 
municated the contamination to the food 
also. The Pharisees judged the omis- 
sion of this ablution to be a crime of 
equal magnitude with fornication, and 
worthy of death. Consult the Tatmup 
of Babylon, Aboda Zara,p. 11, 1 ; Sota, 
p. 4,2; Berachoth, p. 46, 2; Thaanith, 
p. 20, 2; compared with Matthew xv. I, 
et seq. They taught, that if a person 
had not departed from the house, the 
hands, without the fingers being dis- 
tended, should be wet with water poured 
over them, and then elevated, so that 
the water might flow down to the el- 
bows; furthermore, the water was to be 
poured a second time over the arms, in 
order that (the hands being held down) 
it might flow over the ee 

practice is alluded to in Mark vii. 3, 
tdv py mvypg vipwrra, [unless they 
wash their hands oft] and is denomi- 
nated by the Rabbins bu). See Bux- 
torf’s Chaldaic, Talmudic, and Rabbinic 
Lexicon, col. 13835. On the contrary, 


ae 


those who had departed from the house : 


washed in a bath, or at least immersed 
their hands in water with the fingers 
distended. The ceremony in this case 
(Mark vii. 4) is denominated éay px) Bar- 
rifovrat, [except they immerse] and by 
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the Rabbins b30.” Jahn, Part. Ii. 
§ 320. 
But we are not, even now, at the end 


of our difficulties, in the estimation of | 


our brethren ; nay, the heaviest millstone 
of all is still attached to our necks. Mr. 
Beecher describes it as follows: 

“But above all, the immersion of the couches 
on which they reclined at meals is out of the 
question..That this is the meaning of xAivdy 
here, the whole context shows, and all impartial 
critics allow ; and these were large enough for 
them to recline upon at theirease. And are we 
to believe, that the Pharisees and all the Jews 
were in the habit of immersing these, just to 
avoid the inference that Bawrigw means to pu- 
rify? What if remarkable instances of super- 
stition, in particular sects, can be pointed out? 
Ts it likely that a whole nation, all the Jews, 
ever held to a practice like this? That they 
should purify them with various and uncom- 
manded rites is altogether probable; but that 
they should immerse them is totally incredible.” 


Now if the articles spoken of were 
feather-beds, there would be something 
startling in the idea of immersing them ; 
or if it eould be proved that they were 
stuffed with materials which would spoil 
if wetted, the statement would be per- 
plexing. But whether we render the 
word “ tables” asin the common version, 
or “ couches” as Mr. Beecher renders it, 
we think justly, there is nothing in the 
nature of the transaction, as applicable 
to the sort of furniture actually used, to 
overwhelm us with astonishment. We 
will make use again of the testimony of 
the Professor of Oriental Languages and 
Biblical Antiquities in the University of 
Vienna, because his reputation among 
crities will secure to his statement re- 
spect, and because it will not be thought 
that his views were biassed by reference 
to the present controversy. ‘ The table 
in the East,” says Dr. Jahn, “is a piece 
of round leather spread upon the floor, 
upon which is placed a sort of stool 
called yw. This supports nothing but 


a platter, The seat was the floor, spread 
with a mattress, carpet, or cushion, 
upon which those who ate sat with legs 
bent and crossed. They sat in a circle 
round the piece of leather, with the right 
side towards the table, so that one mig 

be said to lean upon the bosom of 
another. Neither knife, fork, nor spoon 
was used, but a cloth was spread round 
the circular leather, to prevent the mats 


from being soiled, which is the custom 
im the east. to the present day. In the 


ime of Christ the Persian custom pre- 
vailed of reclining at table. Three sat 
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upon one mat or eushion, which was 
large enough to hold that number mere- 
ly ; hence the origin of the word apyu« 
rptkdtyvoc,* i.e. the master of the feast. 
The guests reclined upon the left side 
with their faces towards the table, so 
that the head of the second approached 
the breast of the first, and the head of 
the third approached the breast of the 
second. In this mode of reclining we 
see the propriety of the expressions, 
“ Jeaning upon one’s bosom.” The 
middle mat, or cushion, and the centre 
position on any giyen mat was the most 
honourable, and was the one coveted by 
the Pharisees. Luke xiv. 8, 10.” Jahn. 
Part I. § 146. Now when we remem- 
ber that in Palestine the temperature is 
about twenty degrees higher than in 
England, that insects abound, and infest 
every substance that can harbour them, 
and that cleanliness in all its forms is 
peculiarly conducive to health and com- 
fort, the occasional immersion of the 
round leather, the cloth, and the mat, 
does not appear to us to partake at all 
of the nature ofa miracle, any more than 
the previous immersion of the fatigued 
and dusty guests. That which has its. 
rise in external propriety is by formal 
devotees and pretenders to sanetity rea- 
dily perverted into a superstitious rite ; 
it began in cleanliness, and it ends in 
ceremonial purity. The account in 
Mark presents to us therefore no diffi- 
culty at all. Even in our country, and 
in families in which no superstitious at- 
tachment to immersion prevails, some- 
thing analogous is often performed ; and 
we should not be surprised if Dr. Hen- 
derson were to Jearn on inquiry, that 
while he is in his study, unconscious of 
any such proceeding, the immersion of 
cups and basins,.and other appurte- 
nances of the breakfast-table, is actually 
practised by his own domestics. 
But the theory that baptize and purify 


are synonymous terms is not merely un- — 


supported: it is inconsistent with the 


rr 
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the case in question,” and “ that it shall 
at all times steadily adhere to this.” Can 
we adopt purify on such conditions? 
“If we adopt the generic meaning, pu- 
rify or cleanse,” says Mr. Beecher, “ we 
must adhere to it at all times, when 
speaking of the rite.” Let us, then, 
make the experiment. “Then cometh 
Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, 
to be purified of him.” “ And Jesus, 
when he was purified, went up straiglt- 
way out of the water.” “I have a pu- 
tification to be purified with, and how 
am I straitened till it be accomplished.” 
“ With the purification that I am puri- 
fied withal shall ye be purified.” “ Unto 
what then were ye purified? And they 
said, unto John’s purification. Then 
said. Paul, John verily purified with the 
purification of repentance, saying unto 
the people, that they should believe on 
him who should come after him, that is 
on Christ Jesus. When they heard this 
they were purified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus.” “I thank God that I pu- 
rified none of you, but Crispus and 
Gaius ; lest any should say that I puri- 
fied m mine own name ; and I purified 
also the household of Stephanas: be- 
sides, I know not whether I purified any 
other, for Christ sent me not to purify 
but to preach the gospel.” To be buried 
with Christ by immersion conveys to the 
mind a reasonable idea, but we confess 
we should not know how to imterpret 
some apostolie phraseology that now 
seems plain to us, were we to adopt Mr. 
Beecher’s theory. It would be beyond 
our power to expound satisfactorily the 
meaning, for example, of this passage : 
“ Know ye not, that so many of us as 
were purified into Jesus Christ were pu- 
rified into hisdeathP Therefore we are 
buried with him by purification into 
death, that like as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Fa- 
ther, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life.” And again, “ Buried 
with him in purification, wherein also 
ye are risen with him.” The best we 
could do in such a case would be tosay, 
The word rendered to purify, literally 
sienifies to immerse, and the ancient 
Christians purified by immersion. 


Having given a respectful degree of 
attention to the work to which Dr. Hen- 
derson directs those who are desirous of 
satisfying their minds on the subject, we 
will now turn to his own smaller and 
less important production. We say less 
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important, because it is to an incident in 
the controversy that he has addressed 
himself, not to its great principles ; and 
if he were successful in his undertaking 
he would only put out of court a wit- 
ness whom we had subpened, and would 
have left the cause much as it was be- 
fore either he or Mr. Greenfield offered 
his testimony. He does not undertake 
to establish but to refute, and his pages 
are intended to disprove the assertions, 
not of a Baptist, or even “ the son of a 
Baptist,” but of a volunteer in the dis- 
cussion, who came forth of his own ac- 
cord to depose to the general correctness 
of our views respecting the word Bap- 
TIZO. 

The circumstances which have given 
rise to Dr. Henderson’s performance are 
these. About ten years ago, a young 
man who was gifted with extraordinary 
powers for the acquisition of foreign 
tongues—a prodigy of philological 
knowledge, indignant at the manifest 
injustice of some criticisms on Dr. Ca- 
rey’s Mahratta version of the New Tes- 
tament, undertook its vindication, in a 
pamphlet which displayed an acquaint- 
ance with numerous languages both of 
the eastern and western world. He so 
executed his task that the Mahratta eri- 
tic withdrew from the contest, that the 
Royal Asiatic Society elected him a 
member of their body, and that the Com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society appointed him Superintendent 
of the Translating and Editing Depart- 
ment of their operations. After his 
death the Committee of that Institution, 
in a published resolution, avowed that 
it was his valuable defence of the Mah- 
ratta version that first brought him un- 
der their notice. So little did his reli- 
gious views of baptism symbolize with 
ours, that he declared at the time, that 
the specific mode of administering the 


Z 


- 


rite was in-his opinion of little or no _ 


consequence. It was simply as a pbi 
lologist that he was interested in the 
question ; and as a philologist he set 


himself to show that the impugned 


translators could not be justly accused 
of bigotry or sectarianism for rendering 


Bartizo, immerse, as they had the pri-  _ 


mitive sense of the term, and many an-_ 
cient and modern translations to sustain 
them in doing so, and that the Bible 
Society could not withdraw its aid from 
the Serampore versions, on this account, 
without palpable inconsistency. When, 
in process of time, the Bible Society did 


422, THE IMPORT 


OF BAPTIZO. 


withdraw aid from a confessedly excel- | quire an instance in which the thing 


lent version for this reason, and the 
Committee of the Baptist Union drew 
up a Memorial on the subject, they very 
naturally reminded the Committee of 
the Bible Society of Mr. Greenfield’s 
published vindication of the course 
which the memorialists advocated, and 
of the strong terms in which he depre- 
cated the adoption by the Bible Society 
of that course of which the memorial- 
ists complained. This has led Dr. Hen- 
derson to reprint a critique which ap- 
peared in the Congregational Magazine 
for March, 1830, on Mr. Greenfield’s re- 
marks, with some preliminary observa- 
tions and corroborative notes. In doing 
so, he takes occasion to denounce the 
conduct of the Committee of the Baptist 
Union in laying before the Committee 
of the Bible Society the opinion of their 
own lamented officer on the matter in 
dispute, with his reasons for forming 
that opinion, and then subsequently 
publishing the whole to the world, as 
_ _ €yeally playing with public credulity.” 
The direct purpose of Dr. Henderson, 

then, is to neutralize the effort which 
Mr. Greenfield’s reputation and argu- 
ments might produce on the Committee 
; of the British and Foreign Bible Society 
| and on the public. 

After some preparatory remarks, Dr. 
Henderson makes the following extra- 
ordinary statement : 

“ With respect to the Greek word Bamrifm, 
after having read almost every work that pro- 
fesses to throw any light upon it, and carefully 
examined all the passages in which both it and 
its derivatives occur in the sacred volume, and a 
very considerable number of those in which it 
is found in classical authors; we are free to con- 
fess we have not yet fallen in with a single in- 
stance in which it can be satisfactorily proved, 
that it signifies a submersion of the whole body, 
without at the same time conveying the idea, 
that the submersion was permanent, i. e. that 
the body thus submerged, sunk to rise no more.” 


—p. 8. 
ae Now what this exceptive clause has 
to do with either the theory or the prac- 
tice, we cannot perceive. If wejfind 
proof that the word means “a submer- 
sion of the whole body,” we do not. 
need a revelation from heaven to teach 
us to take our friends out of the water 
afterwards. If revelation teaches to 
submerse men, it might safely leave it to 
- reason to teach us to raise them up 
again, We have never said that bap- 
 tism means emersion as well as immer- 
sion, Why Dr. Henderson should re- 


submersed was taken out of the water 
before he can be satisfied that it was 
immersed, we cannot imagine. It is 
probable that he was led to the idea by 
considering the examples adduced by 
Dr. Gale and others, of the use of the 
word in reference to the immersion of 
ships at sea which sank to rise no more, 
But what the subsequent history of the 
thing submersed can have to do with the 
meaning of the word expressing its 
being brought into the state of submer- 
sion is really beyond our comprehension. 
Dr. Henderson proceeds : 2 
“ So far as has yet been ascertained, the word 
is never used by any ancient author in the sense 
of one person performing an act of submersion 
upon another; yet it is necessary that we bring 
this idea with us to the reading of the New Tes- 
tament before we can affix to Bagri¢w, as there 
occurring, the sense of immersion.”—p. 8. ~ 


When the doctor wrote this, he had 
apparently forgotten the terms in which 
Josephus describes the death of Aristo- 
bulus, the son of Mariamne. The youth 
having, at the suggestion of Herod, 
mingled with some others who were 
bathing, those of Herod’s friends who 
were entrusted with the business, pres- 
sing him down while swimming, and 
immersing (Garrifoyvrag) him, as in 
sport, desisted not till they had quite 
suffocated him.* What anti-immersion- 
ist version can be given of Baprizontas, 
in this case, it is hard to say. Sprinkling 
him in sport? Pouring upon him in 
sport? Purifying him in sport? None 
of these seem to meet the case. Surely 
here is an instance of what Dr. Henderson 
tells us he has sought for, and sought in 
vain, the word used by an ancient au- 
thor “in the sense of one person per- 
forming an act of submersion upon 
another.” If, however, this is not 
enough, and he is desirous of satisfying. 
his mind upon the subject, we refer him 
to his friend, Mr, Beecher, who says, 
(p. 9), “I freely admit that in numerous. 
cases it clearly denotes to immerse—in — 
which case an agent submerges partially 
or totally some person or thing. In- 


5 


deed,” continues Mr. Beecher, “this is S—> 


so notoriously true, that I need attempt. 
no proof, Tnnumerable examples are at 
hand, and enough may be found, in all 
the most common discussions of the 


subject.n= ees ; Lies 
The difficulty of working conviction 


“* Joseph. Op. Hudsoni, vol. ip. 666. 
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into the worthy Doctor’s mind, thus ex- 
hibited in reference to the Greek, will 
have prepared our readers to expect that 
he should return a verdict of not proven 
to Mr. Greenfield’s allegations respecting 
the versions. Accordingly he writes: 

“ Notwithstanding what is adduced from the 
lexicons in fayour of immersion, we must ex- 
press our conviction, that no positive evidence 
is furnished by these authorities, from which it 
can be concluded, that the word employed by 
the ancient Syriac translator, ever meant to 
plunge or dip.”—p. 10. 

Disputing, on this subject, both the 
judgment of Mr. Greenfield and the au- 
thority of the Lexicons, he assigns to 
the word a sense which seems to us as 
little accordant with his own views of 
baptism as with ours. “ In regard to its 
etymology,” he says, “nothing can be 
more certain, than that the idea of 
throwing down, dipping, or plunging, is 
the very opposite of that conveyed by it. 
Like its cognate in Hebrew, it signifies 
to stand up, stand erect ; and obyiously 
suggests the idea of a person’s taking 
his station at, or in the water, in order 
to have the act of baptism performed 
upon him, and not that of his being laid 
flat on his back below the water, or in 
any way plunged into it.” But admit 
Dr. Henderson’s criticism, and what be- 
comes of Dr, Henderson’s practice? 
Whom did he ever take into the water, 
and cause him to stand? And if he 
were translating the Syriac New Testa- 
ment into English, how would he 
render this word, in accordance with 
this view of its etymology? Would 
he say, “John did cause to stand in 
the wilderness, and preach the stand- 
ing of repentance for the remission of 
sins. And there went out to him all the 
land of Judea, and they of Jerusalem, 
and were all caused to stand by him in 
the river of Jordan confessing their 
sins.” ‘Then came also publicans to 
be caused to stand, and said unto him, 
‘Master, what shall we do?” If he would 
not translate thus, for what does he 
bring forward the criticism? Does it 
elucidate the subject, or does it merely 
perplex? A sufficient answer may be 
given to it, however, in the words of Mr. 
Beecher (p. 11), “No principle is more 


~ universally admitted by all sound philo- 
_ logists, than that to establish the original 


and primitive meaning of a word, is not 


at all decisive it as regards its subsequent 


usages.” But the Doctor also says : 
“The reader of the Syriac New Testament 
has only to consult the passages in which bap- 
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tism is spoken of, and he will find, that this an- 
cient and venerable version, so far from yielding 
any support to the hypothesis, that immersion 
of the body in water is the mode in which John 
and our Lord’s disciples performed that rite, 
goes, on the contrary, to establish the opinion, 
that it was performed by the application of water 
to the body in a standing posture, such as we 
find in the ancient representations.”—p. 11. 


We would not have our friend appeal 
too confidently to pictorial representa- 
tions in corroboration of his hypothesis ; 
no, not even if they exhibit the adminis- 
trator in the act of pouring. The Syrians 
perform baptism now in a manner which 
accords no better with his theory than 
with ours, and which yet would admit of 
such a pictorial representation as might 
seem to correspond with his views. 
They pour first, and immerse afterwards. 
Dr. Joseph Wolff, in his journal, de- 
scribes their practice thus: ‘ The Sy- 
rians baptize the children in the follow- 
ing manner. The child is placed in the 
fountain, so that a part of the body is in 
the water; then the priest three times 
takes water in his hand, and pours it out 
on the child’s head, repeating at each 
time the name of one person in the Tri- 
nity: after this the body is immersed.”* 

There is a note appended to his re- 
marks on the Syriac version, which, 
should Dr. Henderson ever reprint this 
pamphlet we hope he will expunge, for 
reasons which are quite independent of 
the present controversy. It seems tous 
to'affect the authority ofthe Christian rule 
of faith. We are sure that this is unde- 
signed on the part of the writer, nay, 
that it is unperceived, or he would not 
have suffered it to see the light. There 
are critics who, when hard pressed, 
sometimes appeal from the Greek text 
to conjectural emendations; but Dr. 
Henderson is not of that school. Yet 
he does appeal to a conjecture of his 
own, and in so doing, to our conception, 
diminishes the conclusiveness of the 


Greek text, in the following paragraph :—~— 


“ When our Lord gave the commission to his 
disciples to baptize all nations, there is every 
reason to believe that he employed the identical ° 
word found in the Pechito Syriac version. It 
is admitted by the ablest philologists of the pre- 
sent day, that, whatever may haye been the ex- 
tent to which the Greek language might have 
been spoken in Palestine in the time of Christ, 
it was far from supplanting the vernacular Ara- 
maic. This being the case, is it at all likely, 
that he and his disciples, who had led a retired 


* 


* Appendix to the Report of the London So- 
ciety for poewening Gresiacs among the 
Jews, 1825. p. 77. : 
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country life on the shores of the sea of Tiberias, 
would use a foreign language in their daily and 
familiar intercourse, in preference to their mo- 
ther tongue.” —p, 12. 


We have no doubt that Dr. Hender- 
son believes as fully as ourselves that 
the Greek text expresses precisely the 
mind of the Spirit, and that that, and 
that alone, is the ultimate rule of the 
Christian faith. Perhaps his intention is 
only to avail himself of these conjectures 
as a subsidiary means for ascertaining 
the signification of the Greek ; but if so, 
we submit to him that his language is 
not sufficiently guarded. But, at all 
events, as it respects the matter in hand, 
it is about as fine a specimen of the sub- 
stitution of conjecture for proof, as any 
that the history even of this controversy 
can furnish. Here is first, a conjecture 
that our Lord on that occasion spake 
Syriac ; secondly, a conjecture that he 
made use of this word, rather than of 
another which he might have employed 
and which signifies to dip ; and thirdly, 
a suppostition, we must not perhaps say 
a conjecture, that in giving the meaning 
of this word, the Lexicons are wrong and 
Dr. Henderson is right; that though it 
is the word used throughout the Syriac 
Testament for baptism, it does not mean 
to immerse, but to stand up! 

The Doctor proceeds next to the Ethi- 
opic and Coptic versions, and in ex- 
amining the words used to designate the 
baptismal rite in these, he finds as be- 
fore that Mr. Greenfield is wrong, and 
the Lexicons are wrong ; that is, they do 
not prove, that most difficult point to be 
proved, to the Doctor’s satisfaction, of 
any word in any lan guage, thatit means 
to immerse, ‘* The definitions,” he ob- 
serves, ‘‘ produced from the Lexicons of 
Ludolf and Woide are altogether in- 
sufficient to prove, that in the Ethiopic 
and Coptic versions, the wordsemployed 
for Barrigw, signify to immerse.” In 
reference to these, however, Dr. Hender- 
son feels so secure that his assertion will 
be received, that he does not attempt to 
support it by evidence, Criticisms on 
many modern yersions follow, to which 
it cannot be necessary to give minute 
attention, as, if they were substantial, 
which the previous pages would not 
lead us to anticipate, they would only 
prove that there is not that inconsis- 
teney between the rejection of the 
modern baptist oriental versions, and the 


retention of some other versions, which — 
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the late Superintendent of Translations 
supposed. 

Some remarks oceur towards the end 
of Dr. Henderson’s letter which we can- 
not fully understand. Having observed 
that it is now common for the Baptist 
native preachers in India “ to annoy na- 
tive converts belonging to other com- 
munions, with the reproach that they 
have not been baptized ; and on being 
told that the mode is not essential to ap- 
peal to the New Testament, in one of 
the Serampore translations,” he adds, 
“and the devoted missionary, who is 
determined to know nothing among the 
heathen but Jesus Christ and him cru- 
cified, is under the painful necessity of 
appropriating part of his invaluable 
time to the task of defending even a 
particular mode of what the apostle Paul 
declares formed no part of his commis- 
sion: ‘Christ sent me not to baptize, 
but to preach the Gospel.’ ” What can 
the Doctor mean by this statement? 
Can he mean that the determination to 
know nothing but Jesus Christ, becom- 
ing a Christian minister, implies an in- 
difference to Christ’s ordinances, or to 
their proper administration? Can he 
mean that Paul was not commissioned 
to baptize? if so, why did Paul baptize 
any? At Corinth he baptized Crispus, 
and Gaius, and the household of Stepha- 
nas, and how many more he could not 
remember. Did he do this without 
authority to do it? Ifnot, why does 
Dr. Henderson refer to the passage ? 

Again; referring to the British and 
Foreign Bible Society’s course in respect 
to translations, he says— . 

“ We insist not, that a word, or words, should 
be substituted, signifying to pour or sprinkle; 
but simply that the original word should be re- 
tained, or that a generic term should be em- 
oa expressive of washing or ablution.’ 
—p. 16. 

Insist not! Is this adduced as a spe- 
cimen of forbearance? How came you 
to think of such a thing? A word, that 
“as a religious term, means neither dip 
nor sprinkle, immerse nor pour, ’—What 
induces you to say that you do not in- 
sist that one should be substituted 


for it signifying to pour or sprinkle ?. 
Who could suspect you of this, when _ 


you have assured us that in the New 
Testament, baptize and purify are syno- 
nymous terms ? } 
insist?“ Simply that the original word 
should be retained, or—What! would 


you retain the original word, when _ 


But on what do you~ 
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Mr. Beecher has shown that this has 
“embarrassed and perplexed” all who use 
king James’s translation? But what is 
the alternative? “Or, that a generic 
term should be employed, expressive of 
washing or ablution.” But Mr. Beecher 
says that it does not mean any external 
action in applying a fluid to the body, 
or the body to a fluid.” How greatly 
are we indebted to this forbearance, 
which does not ask that a word or words 
should be substituted which would be 
objectionable both to our opponents and 
to ourselves! But, in either case, the 
Baptists of India may congratulate them- 
selves on their good fortune in one par- 
ticular ;—“in either case,” says Dr. 
Henderson, “ we do not place our Bap- 
tist brethren in India on a worse footing 
than those of the same persuasion are in 
England !” 


“Tt might have been supposed, that no seri- 
ous objection would have been taken to the re- 
tention of the word baptize, especially as those 
who take the objection make no scruple of em- 
ploying it in the administration of the ordinance, 
and as discriminative of the denomination to 
which they belong. Some, indeed, begin to use 
the term immersionists ; but whether they will 
be able to bring their brethren to agree in 
adopting it remains tobe seen. It would be cu- 
rious to trace the present current use of immerse, 
in application to this subject, to its source. 
Certain it is, that tmmergo is found in no Latin 
version as a translation of BawriZw. It is 
equally an exotic with the Greek, to which 
it is said to correspond in meaning; and ought 
equally with it to-give place to the pure Saxon 
words dip, dipping, dippers, &c. This would at 
once remove all mysticism from the subject, 
and the simplest and most unlettered peasant in 
the land would be able to form a clear and definite 
idea of what was meant by those who hold to 
this mode.”—p. 17. 


Really Dr. Henderson should remem- 
ber, that the etymology and derivation 
of words is of less consequence than 
their signification to the intellect of the 
persons to whom they are addressed. 
The important question is not whence a 
word is derived, but how it will be 
understood. The difference between 
baptize and immerse is this ; that there 
is no dispute respecting the meaning of 
mmerse, while many meanings are as- 
signed to the word baptize. We should 
object as decidedly to the transference 
of the word immerse into the Bengallee 
version, as of the word baptize : we say 
that a word of their own, a word that 
has a definite meaning in their apprehen- 
sion, and does not leave them to the dic- 
tate of the living teacher, ought to be 
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employed. From what language it was 
originally derived we care not, so that 
its signification be clear and undisputed. 


To our avowed antagonists, whose li- 
terary attainments and station entitle 
them to deference, and to whom we 
hope we have shown no want of cour- 
tesy in our free remarks on their writ- 
ings, perhaps we ought to apologize for 
introducing into the same article any 
observations on an anonymous perform- 
ance. We do so because it relates to 
the same subject, but we do not mean 
to award it the same degree of atten- 
tion. Suffice it to say, that some years 
ago, a pamphlet, taking part with the 
Bible Society against the Baptist Pro- 
test, was published under the signature 
of Elihu. That pamphlet has not yet 
sunk into oblivion: “A Baptist” re- 
members it, admires it, and preserves a 
copy. On the subject before us Hlihu 
is A Baptist’s oracle. There is no other 
author whom he quotes with so much 
complacency. “ As this feature of the 
institution isso important,” he writes, 
“and yet is so frequently forgotten in 
the controversy, I shall beg to introduce 
an explication of it as already furnished 
*“*T think I 
cannot better serve the cause for which 
I am pleading, than by again quoting on 
this subject Exrav, to whose somewhat 
antiquated defence of the Bible Society 
I confess an attachment.” “I go fur- 
ther, and adopt on this subject the state- 
ment of Eximv.” It will be thought by 
some of our readers, that the author’s 
admiration of Elihu’s performance is ex- 
pressed in these sentences quite as fully 
as delicacy would admit, if it be true, as 
many affirm, and none deny, that there 
is between “ Elihu” and “ A Baptist” a — 
union, more intimate and permanent 
than that of wedlock, a union which 
death itself will not sever. Whether it 


is quite fair fora man to multiply himself —— a 


thus, and play echo to the sweet sounds 
of his own voice, is a question which it 
shall be left to others to decide. 

Were we to point out our differences 
with this writer in detail, our task would 
be along one. We have not the happi- 
ness of ce with him even in the 
first sentence. It is this: 

“ Controversy is painful in proportion as the 
objects contended for are solemn and import- 


Pant.” 


We deny this: there are other consi- 


derations that enter into our sige of 
F 


_ tion; and controverted t 
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the painfulness of controversy. 1. If the 
assailant be one from whom we might 
have expected support; 2. If he bea 
brother whose weaknesses we should be 
reluctant to expose; 3. If he does not 
understand the subject on which he 
writes, but is himself in.a mist, thimking 
all the while that he alone sees clearly: 
these are some of the incidents which 
augment the painfulness of controversy, 
quite independently of the merits of the 
question at issue. We intended to men- 
tion some others, but we forbear, merely 
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assuring the author, that the pain of car- 
rying on this controversy with him would 
be greater, in our judgment, than the 
advantage resulting from it either to 
himself or to others, He is more likely 
to be set right by his own reflections 
than by any thing that we can offer. It 
was one of Dr. Johnson’s maxims that, 
where there is shame, there may in time 
be virtue; and, as this writer has with- 
held his name, we will indulge a hope 
that he may hereafter renounce his 
crotchets. 
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Evangelical Synopsis. The New Testament of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; contain- 
ing the Text according to the Authorised Ver- 
sion, with Marginal Readings and Parallel 
Passages; and Notes, Explanatory and 
Practical, selected from the Writings of the 
most esteemed Divines and Biblical Critics, of 
various Denominations. Interspersed with 
Original Remarks. By Incram CosBin, 
A.M. London: Imperial 8vo. pp. 1057. 
Price 25s. 


Exposirron of scripture is a mode of communi- 
cating divine truth which has peculiar advan- 
tages, and which intelligent persons who desire 
to make solid acquisitions will always value. It 
would be well if it constituted a much larger 
proportion of pulpit instruction than it forms 
usually in the southern part of our island ; but, 
whatever be the chief reason, whether incompe- 


tence on the part of those who teach, or a love | 


of excitement and oratorical talent on the part 
of those who hear, at present, the small degree 
of aid afforded in the interpretation of the sa- 
cred yolume by popular preachers, renders it 
very necessary that Christians and their fami- 


lies should have at hand, as books of reference, 


judicious works of this description. Mr. Cob- 

in has rendered ‘good service to the community. 
by former publications of this kind, especially 
by his Condensed Commentary. The volume 
now before us is less critical than that, but. more 
amply explanatory and practical. The text 
occupies about a fourth of each page; and be- 
neath it is printed in small type a large mass of 
expository matter, and a series of reflections on 
each chapter. It is a compilation the 
writings of the best commentators which could 
only have been made by one who possessed a 
large library, much leisure, and great neetk 
The sentiment is thoroughly evangelical ; difli- 
cult passages have received proportionate atten- 
opics are referred to in 
a spirit of moderation and candour. 


r i We are 
glad to find that a similar work on the Old Tes- 
-__ tament is in progress. _ a 


An Expositi ‘ion of the Gospel of Jesus Christ Sho pr o07, | 


according to John. By Grorce Hurcne- 
son. teprinted from the Edition of 1657. 
London: 8yo. pp. 439. Price 9s. 


Mr. Hutcheson was a Presbyterian minister 
at Edinburgh, whose views of truth were such 
as are embodied in the Assembly’s Catechism. 
His work on the Gospel of John is voluminous ; 
his plan being to treat of every verse or two se~ 
parately, and append to each extract a series of 
observations. In this he has displayed great 
fertility of thought; and a selection from his 
inferences would suit the modern taste better 
than the comprehensive whole. His large folio, 
however, deserved to be reprinted; and to 
preachers when preparing for the pulpit it will 
be very useful, suggesting to them views of the 
text, on some of which they may advantageous- 
ly enlarge. 


mon, — a. 
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By omitting the explanatory remarks, shorten- 
ing the quotations from the text, rejecting the 
references to the Apocrypha, and using a very 
small type, the most useful portion of Cruden’s 
valuable Concordance is here presented to the 
public in a cheap and well-printed octavo vo- 
lume. To persons to whom the price is not 
important, we should decidedly recommend the 
original performance in preference to this 
abridgment ; but there are large classes of read- 
ers who haye reason to thank the publishers for 
putting within their reach the substance of the 
larger and more expensive work, and for some 
purposes the portability will be an advantage. 
Lhe editor has followed Cruden closely, adopt- 
ing his inconvenient method, as it has always 
appeared to us, of dividing a word into several 
sections, thus: “ Able—Be Able—Not be Able 
—Not Able”—instead of giving the whole in 
one unbroken series under the word Able. 


“What Cheer 2?” or, Roger Williams in -Banish- 
ment. .d Poem. By Jop Durren, Esq. 
With a Recommendatory Preface, by the Rev, 
J. E. Giles, Leeds. Pp. 196. Price 3s, 


RoGeER Williams did not need, though he most 
richly deserved, all the honours that poetry 
could bestow. ‘The moral heroism which “ made 
him great” is, not from its own nature, but 
from the yitiated habits and tastes of mankind, 
a much less poetical thing than battles, and 
sieges, and storms. Yet Mr. Durfee deserves 
well of the public, and will receive the thanks of 
the enlightened, the devout, and the free, for 
attempting a task so difficult, and executing it 
so well. This poem needed rather to be intro- 
duced than recommended, which Mr. Giles has 
tacitly confessed, by saying nothing in its favour 
but that which could not be suppressed in any 
sensible and honest critique. Yet his preface 
is so good that we confess ourselves fairly neces- 
sitated to borrow from it what we cannot im- 
prove. He says: “ In the following poem, the 
magnanimity, benevolence, and patriarchal piety 
which he displayed, during his solitary wander- 
ings, and perilous sojourn amongst the wild in- 
habitants of the forest—his heart-thrilling ad- 
ventures—his hardships, toils, and wrongs are 
so vividly set forth, and mingled with such 
glowing descriptions of American scenery, In- 
dian customs.and manners, and accounts so in- 
structive of their traditions and religion, as to 
render it one of the most enchanting productions 
in our language. With the exception of the 
opening stanzas, which are unaccountably infe- 
rior to the rest of the poem, and of here and 
there a line, in-which the author has been less 
careful respecting rhyme, number, and other su- 


bordinate matters, than probably he would have 


z 


<a 


been had he written ‘for a British public, bis 
poem deserves unmingled commendation, being 
all alive with beautiful images, noble senti- 
ments, animated descriptions, or startling inci- 
dents, that keep the reader entranced in delight, 


or wrought up to a state of intense anxiety.” 


This witness is true; and if any supplemen- 


tal remark be needed, we would only add that’ 
the descriptions are more natural than the inci- 


dents; the sentiment is nobler and richer than 


. 
sake 


the ss EAS ation; the religion is that of nature, 
rather than that of revelation ; some of the ex- | 


pressions are apparently latitudinarian, and 
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therefore not in exact conformity with the rigid 
sternness of the hero, and the whole poem is 
more exuberant than refined. It deserves, 
however, and we expect it will obtain, a very 
general and delightful reading, and be honoured 
with what is not always given to books, a peru- 
sal to the end. 


Feliz de Lisle. An Autobiography. London: 
Seeley and Burnside. Small 8vo. pp. 207. 


Tue ostensible writer was shipwrecked when 
six months old, on a desolate island, with his 
father, who taught—him Greek, Latin, -and 
atheism, and then died, penitent but speechless. 
The son was anxious to know God, of whose 
existence reason had convinced him, and, pass- 
ing through various successive scenes, discarded 
paganism, infidelity, and popery, but at length 
found peace and consistency in the church of 
England, The story is too wonderful to be be- 
lieved unless it were well authenticated ; and 
being fiction it should not have been put forth 
as though it were true. It contains many 
pleasing passages, but has, among others, this 
marked dissimilitude from real history, that the 
inguirer is uniformly upright, candid, and do- 
cile, evincing no symptom of that perversity of 
heart which belongs to every genuine child of 
Adam. 


Original Hymns on Scripture Texts; and other 
Poems. London: Hatchard. 12mo. pp, 112. 


Tue hymns.and.sacred poems which this small 
volume contains, though from the pen of an 
anonymous writer, possess a poetical merit 
rarely found among the numerous rhymists of 
the present age. They breathe throughout a 
devout and excellent spirit, and we do not doubt 
that the extracts on page 412 of our present 
number, which are not superior to many others 
in the collection, will incline the lovers of devo- 
tional poetry to purchase the volume. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approved. 


The Missionary’s Requiem, an Ode written ex- 
pressiy on occasion of the lamented Death of the Rey. 
John Williams, of the London Missionary Society. 
By J. H. Ossorn. Composed and arranged for Four 
Voices, with an Accompaniment for the Organ, 
Pijanoforte, or Seraphine, by Joun Krye, ‘Author of 
“The Millennial Star,” “ The Christian’s Happy Re- 
solution,” ‘‘The Star of the East,” “ The Cedar 
Fallen,” “ Raike’s Charity,” ** Proclamation,” &c., 
&e., &e. London: Price 2s. = 

Moral Fables and Parables. By IN@RAM CoBBIN. 
M.A. Fourth edition. London: 32mo. pp. 176. 


— > 


- 


A Dialogue between a_Romish Priest and Richard 
Knill, Missionary. London: Snow. 12mo. pp. 12. 


Canadian Scenery illustrated, uniform with Ameri- — 


can Scenery, Switzerland, Scotland, &c. From 
Drawings by W. H. BARTLETT, engraved in the first 
style of the art by R. Wallis, J..Cousen, Willmore, 
Brandard, Bentley, Richardson, &c. The literary 
department by N. P. Wiixis, Esq, Part 4. London : 
Price 2s. 3 


The Pictorial History of Palestine. By the Editor 
of ‘*The Pictorial Bible.” Part XI. 


“The Works of Josephus, translated by W. Wars- 
Ton, AM. Part III. Lon«on. 8vo. Price 2s, 


Price 2s. Gd, - 


—— 


an 


INTELLIGENCE. 


NEW CHAPEL. 
ROMFORD, ESSEX. 


On Friday the 10th of July, 1840, a 
new Baptist chapel was opened for divine 
worship in thislarge and populous town, on 
which occasion three very appropriate ser- 
mons were preached: by the Rev. Dr. 
Murch, Rev. Dr. Cox, and the Rev. C. Sto- 
vel. The service in the morning was com- 
menced by the Rev. T. Kendall, pastor of 
the church, offering up solemn prayer to 
Almighty God for a blessing to rest on the 
undertaking and on the services of the day; 
the other devotional services were con- 
ducted by the Rev. Messrs. Hargreaves, of 
Waltham Abbey, and Brawn, of Loughton. 

This infant church has had much to con- 
tend with, particularly for want of a suitable 
place of worship. They have at length 
purchased an eligible piece of freehold 
ground (being part of the late Barrack 
Field), and have erected a building 343 feet 
by 18 feet inside, on such a plan, that 
when an enlargement may be necessary, the 
front wall thereof will form the back of the 
chapel, and the present room will form the 
vestries and school-room; the cost of this, 
including the purchase of the ground and 
the boundary walls, &c. is £570; towards 
which sum £140 only have been callected. 
The church and congregation being very small, 
they trust that when an appeal is made to 
the public, it will be willing to sanction this 
strenuous effort towards the revival of reli- 
gion in this benighted town. 


NEW CHURCH. 
LLANTHEWY, MONMOUTHSHIRE, 

On Thursday, June 25th Mr. Daniel 
Jones of the Baptist Theological Institution, 
Pontypool, was publicly recognised as the 
pastor of the newly formed church at Llan- 
thewy. Mr. F. Hiley, of Llanwenarth, read 
a letter containing the affectionate dismis- 
sion of upwards of twenty members for the 
purpose of forming a new church at this 
place. Mr. Micah Thomas of Abergavenny 
clearly and forcibly stated the nature of a 
chureh of Christ, and the reasons of dissent 
from the national establishment, and receiv- 
ed Mr. Jones’s confession of faith. Mr. T. 
Thomas, of Pontypool, offered earnest pray- 
er for the divine blessing on the union of 
the young pastor and his little flock; and 
addressed the minister on the nature and 
duties of the pastoral office. Mr. F. Hiley 
then preached to the people, and in a very 
earnest and affectionate manner set before 


| the members their duties to their chosen 
pastor. The services were deeply interesting. 
The neighbourhood presents a wide field for 
useful labour, and the prospect of success, 
notwithstanding the ignorance of the peo- 
ple, is truly encouraging. 


ORDINATIONS. 


WOOBURN GREEN, BUCKS. 

June 8, 1840, Mr. Cornelius Slim, a 
member of Little Wild Street Church, Lon- 
don, was ordained over the Baptist church, 
Wooburn Green. The Rev. C. Woollacott, 
Mr. Slim’s pastor, stated the nature of a 
Christian church, and the principles of dis- 
sent. The Rev. J. Newborn, of Chesham, 


proposed the questions, and offered the or- 
dination prayer. The Rev. C. Woollacott 
gave the charge from 1 Tim. iv. 6, “A good 
minister of Jesus Christ.” The Rev. G. 
Coomb, .of London, addressed the church 
from Phil. i. 27, “Only let your conversa- 
tion be as becometh the gospel of Christ.” 
The other parts of the service were con- 
ducted by the Rev. Mr. Weston, Indepen- 
dent, of Wooburn, J. P. Miller, of Penn 
Beacon, &c. The attendance was large, many 
having come from a considerable distance 
to join in. the solemnities of the day. All 
appeared deeply interested—thankful for 
the mercy God has graciously vouchsafed 
to this little church—and devoutly adopting 
the prayer of the Psalmist: “Save now, I 
beseech thee, O Lord; O Lord, I beseech 
thee, send now prosperity.” 


— 


RATTLESDEN, SUFFOLK. 

Tuesday, June 16th, the Rev. W. 
Howells, late of Chelmsford, was ordained 
to the pastoral office over the Baptist church 
at Rattlesden. In the morning the Rev. 
T. Middleditch, of Ipswich (who was the 
first pastor of this church), commenced the 
service by reading and prayer. The Rey. 
P. Dickerson, of Ailie Street (who was the 
second pastor), delivered the introductory 
discourse, and asked the usual questions. 
The Rey. C.SElven, of Bury St. Edmonds, 
offered up the ordination prayer. The 
Rev. G. Pritchard, of London, gave 


the charge, and Rev. J. Norris, of Bury St. 


Edmunds (the late pastor), concluded _b 
prayer. In the afternoon the Rey. S. Col. 
lins, of Grundisburgh, preached to the 
church; and the Rey. J. Austin, of Ips- 
| wich, and the Rey. W. Reynolds, of Clare, 
prayed. © This church was formed in 1813, 


and it was a pleasing circumstance that the 


rare 
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three former pastors were all present, and 
took part in the service of the day. 


ALDBOROUGH, SUFFOLK. 

June 30th, the Rey. John Matthews 
was ordained to the pastoral office in Union 
Chapel, Aldborough. Rev. H. Matthews, of 
Ensham, Oxfordshire, commenced the 
morning service by reading the Scriptures 
and prayer. The Rey. T. Middleditch, of 
Salem chapel, Ipswich, delivered an intro- 
ductory discourse on the principles of dis. 
sent and the nature of a gospel church, and 
proposed the questions, to which very in- 
teresting answers were given. Rey. G. 
Wilkins, of Rendham, presented the ordi- 
nation prayer. Rev. J. Sprigg, M.A. of 
Ipswich, addressed a faithful and affection. 
ate charge to the minister, and the Rev. G. 
Smith, of Halesworth, concluded. In the 
evening, after solemn prayer by the Rev. 
B. Hollis, of Edmonton, the Rev. J. Ross, 
minister of the Independent chapel, Wood- 
bridge, addressed the church and congrega- 
tion, and the Rev. J. Hollis, of Framling- 
ham, closed the interesting devotions of the 
day. 
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MIDDLETON TEESDALE, 

On Wednesday, June 17th, Mr. Kemp- 
ton, late of the University of Cambridge, 
was set apart to the pastoral office over the 
Baptist church at Middleton-Teesdale, Dur- 
ham. The introductory discourse was 
preached, and the questions asked by the 
Rev. R, Pengilly, of Newcastle, the ordination 
prayer presented by Rey. C. H, Roe, Secre- 
tary to the Baptist Home Mission, and the 
charge delivered by Rev. G. Sample, of 
Newcastle. In the afternoon, the Rev. W. 
Barnes, of Thrapston, preached to the 
church. Mr. Kempton had _ passed 
through the University, and was about to 
take orders in the church, with a sure 
prospect of a presentation to a good living, 
but he stumbled at infant baptism, and after 
a period of anxious deliberation, decided to 
leave the Establishment, and cast in his lot 
with the Baptists. He was called to the 
pastorate at Middleton by the unanimous 
voice of the church, In the evening of the 
same day.the Rev. J. Bilston, Independent 
minister of North Shields, was immersed, 
and with him a local Pedobaptist preacher, 
of Middleton. 
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ON ASSOCIATION LETTERS. 

To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 

Dear S1r,—Amongst the adyantages re- 
sulting from the cheap postage, now happily 
established, may be reckoned the more ex- 
tensive diffusion of information, interesting 
to whole denominations of Christians 
throughout the empire, but hitherto, from 
the expense of spreading it, confined to 
particular localities. It appears to me that 
such information is contained in the annual 


_-Circulars of our Associations; and that the 


Secretaries of those Associations would do 
well to make an interchange of letters every 
year. The expense to every Association 
would be a mete trifle—a few shillings 
would cover it. Important resolutions, and 
judicious plans for forwarding the interests 
of the denomination, and of Christianity at 
large, would thus be made known 3 and the 
improvement of our local Associations, and 
the perfecting of our denominational inter- 
course, be amazingly facilitated. : 
With this object in view, I have been in- 
duced, in my official capacity, to forward a 
copy of our Circular Letter for the present 
“year, to every Secretary, or, in one or two 


the same, and that a general interchange . 


will take place throughout the kingdom. 
The insertion of this letter in your next 
month’s Magazine, may lead in some degree 
to this desirable result, and will oblige, 
dear Sir, 
Yours’ faithfully, 
H. Trenp, 
Secretary to the Western Association. 
Bridgewater, July 9, 1840. 
ON PRAYER FOR NATIONAL BLESSINGS. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 
DEAR S1R,—It has been much on my 
mind of late, that Christians generally do 
not make the removal of odious and oppres- 
sive taxes, so constantly and uniformly a 
matter of prayer in public, as it is their duty 
and interest to do. Our God has said (or 


rather it is said of him), ‘* The Lord exe. ——~ 


cuteth righteousness and judgment fora 
that are oppressed” (Ps, ciii.). Now the 
Corn Law isa crying evil. Our legislators, 


resident in London and the inhabitants of ~ 


the metropolis generally, I am sure have no 
conception of the extent or grievousness of 
those privations which are at this moment, 


| and have been for months past, endured by 
| our artizans in the manufacturing districts. 
/In multitudes of instances reputable fami- 


lies are broken up, while with a still 
greater number it is a fact, that week by 


week, and day by day, their houses are be- 


coming gradually denuded of every vestige 
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of comfort. The remedy for all this is the 
repeal of the Corn Law. The deduction is 
so plain, and consequently so general and 
strong, that I am almost tempted at times 
to think, that the sophisms of the interested 
aristocracy will not be able much longer to 
stand against the force of this increasing 
* popular opinion.” 

But then I am aware, that the grand ob- 
stacle which exists is the unmitigated self- 
ishness of the human heart; and this I 
know, the blessed God can, and often does 
overrule. In this fact may’be perceived, I 
think, thecalland the encouragement for un- 
remitting prayer; nor could our Lord’s in- 
junction, ‘‘that men ought always to pray 
and not to faint,” be attended to under cir- 
cumstances more befitting its original appli- 
cation, than in seeking the removal of these 
iniquitous enactments. It is a method of 
exertion too, which we, as Christians, can 
superadd to all those forms of effort 
which other men employ, We have not 
been backward in sending our petitions to 
Parliament, and we will do so again when 
the proper time comes. Now, let us be 

.found “crying unto God most high, unto 
God who performeth all things for us.” 
And if ministers on the Sabbath, and pray- 
ing men at week evening prayer-meetings 
will remember it (not for a week or two 
only, but all through the recess), I for one 
believe, that our heavenly Father “ will 
arise for the oppression of the poor and the 
sighing of the needy.” If you deem the 
suggestion an important one, and likely to 
be of any use, may I beg that you will, in 
your accustomed able manner, call the 
attention of Christians of our denomination 
to the subject. 
I am yours, very respectfully, 
A Deacon oF A Baptist CouRcH. 
ON THE PROPRIETY OF FEMALES PRAYING 
; IN PUBLIC. ee 
: To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 
Mr. Editor, 


Tam glad to see a query on this subject’ 


; in the Baptist Magazine, as I know that it 
is a subject that for many years has been 
: seriously engaging the attention of many of 
F your constant readers. It is a subject that 


has long engaged my own attention; and, 
as ‘‘ A Lover of Good Order” wishes to see 
, the subject discussed on both sides, I feel a 
pleasure in giving my thoughts in favour of 
the practice, and I shallbe very happy to 
attend to any thing that may be advance 
onthe other side. Truth can lose nothing 
by fair discussion; and, under your direc. 
tion, Mr, Editor, 1 have no apprehension that 
any thing will be admitted that is inconsist- 
ent with the importance of truth, or with 
the spirit with which the subject should be 


” 


discussed, My reasons, then, for consider- | 
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ing that there is no impropriety in the prac- 
tice of females praying in public are— 

1. Prayer is a social duty, of which wo- 
men are quite as capable as men, Prayer 
isa serious and solemn address to God, im- 
ploring at his-hand the blessings which we 
need. Pious and holy women are destitute 
neither of the gift nor of the grace of prayer. 
They possess a feeling sense of the need of 
Divine mercy and goodness, and a capabi- 
lity of expressing their wants in terms both 
appropriate and edifying. To suppose other- 
wise, would be to draw a line of distinction 
between the religion of men and that of 
women, that can be justified neither by 
Scripture nor common sense. And I think 
it cannot be denied, that ability and oppor. 
tunity to perform a religious exercise render 
the performance of that exercise a duty 
binding on the possessor of that ability. 
Should it be observed, that this mode of 
reasoning would equally justify female 
preaching as female praying; without stand. 
ing to point out the difference between 
preaching and praying, I grant that the 
above reasoning would justify the one as 
well as the other, were not female preaching 
expressly forbidden in the Scripture; no 
prohibition, however, against female praying 
can be found in the sacred volume. If 1 
Cor. xiv. 34 should be urged as condemning 
the practice contended for, I reply, that a 
very little attention to the drift of the pas. 
sage, and the design of the apostle, will con. 
vinee an impartial observer, that it is not to 
the point—‘* Let your women keep silence 
in the churches, for it is not permitted unto 
them to speak, but they are commanded to 
be under obedience, as also saith the law; 
and if they will learn any thing let them ask 
their husbands at home, for it isa shame for 
women to speak in the church.”’ The silence 
which is here enjoined.on women evidently 
relates to prophesying or teaching, and is 
quite in accordance with Paul's declaration 
to Timothy, when he says, ‘I suffer not a 
woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over 
the man,” 1 Tim. ii. 12, Every person who 
occupies the place of a teacher claims a kind 
of superiority, and is allowed a kind of au- 
thority over those who are taught, and 
which when clained by a female over men 
is usurped, being contrary to nature, and is 
therefore a shame. But to suppose that 
when Paul said, “let your women keep si- 
lence in the churches,” he enjoined them 
not to pray, is just as consistentas_to sup» 
=e that he enjoined them not to sing, for 


. 


oth of which exercises pious women are as — 
capable of conducting themselves with pro- _ 
priety and decorum as are the males, and ~ 
there doesnot appear to beany good reason | 
why silence should be enjoined on females 
in teference to praying anymore than there 
should be in reference'to ‘singing ‘in public, 
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- talent, and hallowed feeling, and-important 


- appears to have been a public prayer-meet- 


tobe urged against females praying in pub- 
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especially as these exercises, considered-as 
acts of devotion, bear so great a resemblance 
to each other, and are equally incumbent on 
all who meet to worship God in the assem. 
bly of his saints, 

2. There appears to be some positive 
considerations in the New Testament from 
which it may be inferred that the practice 
of females praying-in public is scriptural, 
and quite in accordance with the spirit and 
design of the sacred volume. It is evident 
the practice prevailed in the Corinthian 
church, where we find the apostle correcting 
the abuses without prohibiting the practice, 
asin the eleventh chapter of the first epistle, 
‘* Every woman praying or prophesying with 
her head uncovered dishonoureth her head.” 
Whatsoever may be the critical meaning of 
the passage, it is evident that praying and 
prophesying were publicly attended to by 
females in the Corinthian church, as under 
no circumstances would it be a disgrace for 
a woman to pray with her head uncovered, 
if her prayers were mot of a public kind, 
presented to God in the presence of the 
congregation, including men as well as wo- 
men; and, as prophesying is a species of 
teaching, it is prohibited in 1 Tim. ii. 12; 
and praying in public not being so prohi- 
bited, is tacitly allowed, continues a Chris- 
tian duty incumbent on pious females, as 
well as males, and those churches are evi- 
dently depriving themselves of much useful 


assistance, which do not avail themselves 
of the aid of pious females at their social 
prayer-meetings. When Paul went down 
to Philippi, and tarried there certain days, 
he and his companions went out of the city 
to a place where prayer was wont to be made, 
and it is said, “ we sat down, and spake to 
the women which resorted thither.” This 


ing, chiefly composed of females, or how can 
we account for the conduct of the apostles 
in confining their conversation or address to 
the women that resorted thither. That it 
was not exclusively a meeting of females is 
evident from the consideration that the 
apostle and his companions, though strang- 
ers, were admitted ; and, if it was a meeting 
chiefly composed of women, it may be fairly 
inferred, that women engaged in public 
prayer, or it could not be considered a pub- 
lic prayer-meeting. See Acts xvi. 

_ 3. Peter takes it for granted that females 
would engage in family prayer with. their 
husbands, as heirs together of the grace of 
tife, 1 Pet. iii. 7. And what reason is there 


lie, that will not hold equally good against 
‘their praying in their families? and yet who 
would like to have their wives and pious 


female friends prohibited from praying with 


them in their domestic circles. In short, if 
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we may exclude our female friends from the 
duty of social prayer, we may exclude them 
from the duty of social singing, and from 
every social act of religion, except that of 
mere hearers and spectators; but there is 
nothing in the Scriptures that will justify 
such conduct towards them. Hannah 
prayed in the presence of Eli, Anna in the 
public temple, and probably Lydia and 
others in the Philippian prayer-meeting, and 
the pious females in Corinth. And, as wo- 
men are capable of praying with propriety 
and edification, and did pray in public in 
New Testament times, and are nowhere 
prohibited in that volume to continue their 
assistance—then it is not right to prohibit 
them now ; and that our churches ought to 
avail themselves of their valuable and pious 
assistance on every convenient occasion is 
the opinion of JOHANNES. 

March 12, 1840. 

To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 

Sir,—A few months since a query ap- 
peared in your Magazine respecting the pro- 
priety of women’s engaging in prayer-meet-- 
ings ; an answer to which I have looked for 
with considerable interest, regarding it as a 
branch of an important subject, that is im- 
perfectly understood in the various churches 
of Christ, In one or two societies of 
professing Christians, women are, I think, 
placed in situations of prominence, incon. 
sistent. both with Scripture and reason, 
while in the church in general they are 
withheld, either by their own prejudices or 
those of others, from the exercise of those 
duties which are eminently scriptural and 
feminine. The path of consistency usually 
lies between two extremes, and we shall not 
find it difficult to discover this path, if we 
carefully examine and compare the facts of 
the primitive church and the apostolic pre- ~ 
cepts relating to this subject. We learn 
from the New Testament, that in the early 
church women prophesied; a gift that must 
have been exercised in the presence of - 
others, and the directions given respecting 
covering the head when they “prayed or 
prophesied,” would seem to afford strong 
evidence that they prayed with others, as-—— 
this direction clearly applied to worshipping 
assemblies. If we receive also the meaning 
generally given to the term ‘‘angels,” that _ 
they were the pastors, it must have been in~ 
their presence that women “prayed and 
prophesied,” on which occasions it was pe- 
culiarly becoming that they should be 
teminded by the external emblems of sub- 
jection, thata participation in some spiritual 
gifts did not destroy their essential subor-— 
dination to the other sex, nor give them a 
Tight to rule in the church, any more than 
in the world. It may indeed be objected, 
that the direction just referred to applies to 
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the dress of the two sexes when they meet 
together for the worship of God; but surely 
these explicit words, ‘‘ every woman that 
prayeth or prophesieth with her head 
uncovered,” ‘‘is it comely that a woman 
pray unto God uncovered,” must be under- 
stood by a candid reader to apply to the 
individuals actually engaged in praying 
or prophesying. Supposing this granted, 
how are we to understand the command 
in 1 Cor. xiv. 34,—* Let your women-keep 
silence in the churches: for it is not per- 
mitted unto them to speak; but they are 
commanded to be under obedience, as also 
saith the law.” This seeming contradiction 
may be reconciled by remembering that 
many duties entirely result from, or are de- 
pendent upon circumstances ; and this ap- 
pears to me to be the case with respect to 
the religious duties of women now in ques. 
tion. The command,—‘‘ Let your women 
keep silence,” &c. formed one of a series of 
rules for the “decent” and “ orderly” 
arrangement of the public services when the 
“‘ whole church” was ‘‘ come together into one 
place.”” That a very large assembly, con- 
taining very many gifted brethren, was here 
spoken of, appears from the directions given 
to them, that “two or three’ who spoke in 
tongues, or who “ prophesied,’ should ad- 
dress the assembly in course; and no 
elaborate argument can be necessary to 
prove, that women speaking in such an 
assembly, must supersede the other sex, 
and thus usurp a station utterly inconsis. 
tent with subjection; with the invaluble 
grace of modesty ; and with the power of a 
voice whose feebleness affords a physical 
proof, obvious enough to common sense, 
that the spiritual gifts of women are not to 
be exercised in such a sphere. But there 
was a sphere in the primitive church, and 
there is a sphere now, in which these gifts 
may and ought to be employed. As Chris- 
tians at that~period met often in private 
houses, in few of which there were rooms 
large enough to contain the whole of the 
believers at Corinth or at Jerusalem ; there 
were then, small assemblies of: Christians, 
as wellas large; and in such sinall assemblies, 
women could very usefully prophesy or pray 
to aid the ee brethren, not to displace the 
many, and so as to be heard by all. In 
speaking on such occasions, there is nothing 
more inconsistent with female propriety, 
than in a woman’s conversing with a party 
of friends in her own house, or in leading 
the devotions of her family when her hus- 
band is absent, or desires her aid. 


or little chapels in rural situations, and in 
private houses in large towns, who does not 
feel, that if the two or three good brethren, 
whose prayers by perpetual repetition be- 
come to the hearers a prepared liturgy, were 
relieved and assisted sometimes by the sis- 


In some 
of the small meetings held in our vestries, 
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ters, the devotions would be greatly im- 
proved, without any violation of the laws 
of nature, or of Scripture ? 

The gift of prophecy, in which women 
participated in the apostolic age, ceased like 
all other miraculous gifts with that age, but 
they still enjoy, as well as men, abilities to 
give religious instruction; and surely these 
abilities ought to be exercised in their ap- 
propriate sphere—a sphere which will be 
found sufficiently ample without intruding 
into those large and public assemblies, to 
teach in which, would be “to usurp autho- 
rity over the man,” This sphere we con- 
ceive is filled by those ladies engaged in 
the Christian Instruction Society, who- 
gather as many of the poor people of their 
district as they can, into one house, and 
there explain the Scriptures and pray: by 
those who instruct the female inquirers in 
their churches, visit such as are about to 
join. the church, or the members requiring 
the painful exercise of discipline. In the 
three last-mentioned duties, women would, 
I believe, be more efficient than the other 
sex. They best know the peculiar tempta- 
tions of their sisters; they hold especially 
the key of sympathy that opens their newly 
repentant hearts, and they can lead them 
forward with the most gentle hand in the 
new and difficult warfare. With respect 
also to domestic worship, where there are 
generally female servants and children pre- 
sent, itis no disparagement of manly sense 
and piety, to say that these members of the 
family circle would be often benefited by 
the simple petitions and tender emotions 
poured forth from the full heart of the mo- 
ther or the sister. To experienced mo- 
thers, maternal associations now present an 
important medium of affording instruction to 
their own sex. The only office to which 
women appear to have been appointed in 
the primitive churches was that of deacon- 
ess, the duties of which must have been 
confined to their own sex, or it would have 


‘infringed the rule forbidding authority 


over the whole church. If the view here 
taken of the duties of female Christians 
were general in our churches, would not 
such churches be greatly benefited 1 and if 
it is a Scriptural view, are not all those pro- 
fessors guilty, who discourage women in the 
exercise of the spiritual gifts with which 
they are endowed? I do not apologize for 
the length of this paper, because it appears 


to me that one of the most appropriate and 


useful objects of a religious periodical is the 
elucidation of*those points of doctrine and 


| practice, to which Christians are still di. 


vided in opinion ; and the satisfaction with 
which your Magazine is now perused, would 
be increased to one at least of your r cP 
if it were more frequently devoted to such 
topics. ; 2> 

May 8, 1840, 
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CITY OF CALCUTTA. 


THE MISSIONARY HERALD 
| 
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THE city of Calcutta, a plan of which is given 
on the other side, is the metropolis of British 
India, the seat of the supreme Government, the 
emporium of oriental commerce, frequented by 
ships of all nations; and, on these and other 
accounts, the most important city of the Hast. 
It is situated on a flat and originally marshy 
country, on the right bank of the river Hoogly, 
about 100 miles from the sea. The river is 
here, at high water, about a mile across ; and, 
on approaching the capital from the sea, the 
stranger is impressed with the number of elegant 
villas on its banks, the extensive fortifications 
of Fort William, the domes, minarets, and 
spires of the temples, mosques, and churches of 
Caleutta. But, whatever feelings of astonish- 
ment these and other particulars of the brilli- 
ancy and splendour of an oriental city may pro- 
duce,—whatever excitement of the spirits the 
swarming population, varied costume, strange 
features, unknown language, and novel usages 
may occasion, the heart of the Christian sinks 
within him, when he beholds this great city, 
with a very slight exception, “wholly given to 
idolatry,” whose polluted and disgusting em- 
blems are, exhibited on all sides, and the marks 
of which are inscribed on the forehead of almost 
every native whom he meets. 

Calcutta extends along the borders of the 
river about six miles, and, at the widest part, is 
a mile and a half in breadth. The native part 
of the city is to the north, and it exhibits a 
striking contrast with the part inhabited by 
Europeans, It is extensive and populous. The 
streets are narrow, dirty, and unpaved. Some 
of the houses are built of brick, with two sto- 
ries, and flat-terraced roofs; but the greater 
number aré mere mud cottages, the sides of 
which are formed of mats, bamboos, and other 
frail and combustible materials ; hence we some- 
times hear of fires by which thousands of these 
slight habitations are consumed in a few 
hours. 

By a census recently taken, it was ascer- 
tained that in Calcutta and its suburbs there 
are 500,000 inhabitants; and it is supposed 
that within a circle of five miles radius there are 
500,000 more. Of this million of human 
beings, 650,000 are Hindoos, 300,000 Mussul- 
mans, and the remainder consists of people of 
various nations,— Armenians, Jews, Arabs, Par- 
sees, Mugs, Chinese, Malays, with Enro: 
and their descendants, Including the Indo- 
Britons, and a few Greeks and Armenians, there 
are about 10,000, or one in a hundred of the 
~whole population, nominal Christians, of whom 
about two-thirds are Protestants, and one-third 


Roman Catholics. The number of persons en-| sence and blessing. Some intelligence respecting 


tering into the city every day, from the sur- 
rounding country, has been ascertained to be 


100,000 ; and the writer of these lines was as- 


sured, many years ago, by a friend who had long 
resided there, that the greatest thoroughfares of 
London were far less crowded than the streets 
and bazaars of Calcutta. 


It is, however, at the great annual festivals, 


reference to which bas so often been made in our 
pages, that the vastness of the population is most 
strikingly apparent. 
been present on these occasions, describe the 
impressions produced on their minds by the im- 
mense concourse of human beings then congre- 
gated as quite overwhelming. 


Missionaries, who have 


é 
At the feast of Doorga Poojah all the Hindoos be 


assemble, and at the feast of the Mohurrum all 
the Mohammedans; and if these two festivals 
should happen to occur at the same period of 


the year, as they sometimes do, it is impossible 
to convey any adequate conception of the scene. 
Thousands on thousands, myriads on myriads, 
pass in procession through the long streets of 
the magnificent city, all mad upon their idols, 
or worked up to frenzy in favour of their pro- 
phet, presenting at once the most melancholy 
and the most heart-stirring spectacle upon which 
the eye can rest. ; 

For many years the attention of Christian 
missionaries has been, very naturally, directed 
towards Calcutta. The first who settled there 
in that character was the Rev. J. Z. Kiernander, 
who, in 1770, founded the old Mission Church 
in that city. ‘Soon after the first missionaries 
from our own Society settled at Serampore they 
commenced evangelical labours within its bor- 
ders; and, about the year ]802,.erected the 
chapel in the Bow Bazaar, now occupied by the 
church and congregation under ‘the care of our 
missionary brother, Mr. Bayne. 

Subsequently, efforts have been made by the 
agents of most of the principal Societies of our 
native land; and a considerable extent of varied 
and zealous exertions is at this day carried on, 
in connexion with these several institutions. 

The principal premises belonging to the Bap- 
tist Mission, comprising the chapel, printing- 
office, and dwelling-houses, are situated in the 
southern part of the Circular Road. From. 
thence the word of God has sounded forth into 
“all the region round about.” . That spot has 
been hallowed by the removal of a Lawson, a ~ 
Penney, and more recently, a Pearce, to a better 
world; and there beloved ey of a kindred - 
spirit, are even now labouring as they did, in 
humble reliance on the sure promises of a faith- - 
ful God, not without cheering tokens of his pre- 
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them, and their associates in other parts of 
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| prayer on their behalf, that the Lord would es- 


India, will be found in the following pages. | tablish the work of their hands upon them, and 


May every Christian reader testify 


his union of | cause them to see yet more and more of his 


spirit with these servants of Christ by earnest | great salvation ! 


CALC UAB ISA: 


LAL BAZAAR CHURCH. 


Wirth much pleasure we give insertion to the following communication from 


the pastor of this church :— 


Feb. 11, 1840. 


My dear Brother,—I am happy to be able to 
inform you, that the state of the church in Lal 
Bazaar appears, upon the whole, improving. 
We are now, I believe, dwelling in peace and 
unity; not without additions to our number 
of such as, we hope, are ordained to eternal life. 
On Sabbath week three were “ buried with 
Christ in baptism.” 

I may mention, as an encouragement to the 
performance of the much-neglected duty of 
family worship, that this service has been 
blessed to the conversion of one soul, and the 


restoration from backsliding of another in the 
same house. One of those who, by this 
impressive ordinance of our Lord’s appoint- 
ment, put on Christ, was formerly a. bigoted 
papist, and was a stumbling-block to her 
husband instead of a help-meet; but. she has 
now, by Divine mercy, been brought out of the 
darkness of Popery into the marvellous light of 
the Gospel; and she and her husband are now 
striving to walk together, in all the command- 
ments of the Lord, blameless. 


I am yours affectionately, 
R, BAYNE, 


ENTALLY. 


REV. J. D. ELLIS. 
The Entally Native Institution, or Boys’ School. 


We are happy to say that the school-room, 
measuring 90 feet long by 40 feet wide, with a 
veranda the whole length, and two large class- 
rooms, 26 feet by 16, has been completed, and 
was opened on the 3rd instant with 28 boys, 
which number has since been increased to 130, 
This building, together with the chapel adjoin- 
ing, calculated to seat 300 persons, has been 
erected at the cost of a generous friend in 
England. 

The school-room will afford accommodation 
for from 400 to 500; and as there are daily 
applications for admission, it is probable that 
the full number will soon be complete. 

‘This Institution will be conducted on Chris- 
tian principles; and, consequently, while no 
effort will be spared to impart to the youths in 


attendance, the best English education, the first 
and great object of the superintendent will be, 
to lead them to a saving acquaintance with the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and to imbue their minds 
with Divine truth, : 

That these efforts to train up in the way they 
should go the children and youth who may at- 
tend the Institution, will be productive of thes 
happiest results, we are warranted in believing, 
not only from the general testimony of God's” 
word, but from past experience, both in the his-— 
tory of our own Mission and that of others, 
The blessing of God has rested on such labours, 
and we are assured that it will rest upon them, 
and that every succeeding year will develope 
‘their vast, their incalculable importance to the 
church of God and the welfare of India. 
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BENARES. 


Tur following extract from Mr. Smith’s journal for November, gives an ac- 
count of his visit, accompanied by the Rey. W. Bowley, of Chunar, to the 


annual fair at Daddri, together with their labours by the way. 


The journey 


occupied nearly the whole of the month, as they left on the 6th, and returned 


onthe 29th :— 


Wednesday, Nov. 6th, 1839.—I left Benares 
this morning, in company with Mr. Bowley, for 
Daddri fair, and came to Bahadurpur, declared 
the message of God to a few people, and left 
them a Hindoo Gospel and a couple of tracts. 
From thence we came to Pureri, where we met 
with an elderly Brahmin; who, after some con- 
versation, received us into his house, and en- 
deayoured to maintain the doctrine of the 
Ved; but not being able to stand the test 
of reason, requested us to explain to him 
the Gospel. Mr. Bowley read and expounded 
the 18th chapter of Matthew, to which he paid 
much attention. He followed us to our boat, 
and thankfully accepted a Hindoo Testament, 
with a couple of tracts. From thence we came 
to Balvaw, and went into the village. On 
speaking with a Brahmin a crowd of people soon 
assembled, to whom we spoke for a considerable 
time, on the depraved and ruined state of man, 
and salvation through Jesus Christ ; after which 
we returned to our boat, 

7th.—This morning we went to the opposite 
villages, viz., Sarsa, Dobauli, and Rhainalla. In 
these villages the people paid much attention to 
the Gospel, and thankfully accepted some Gos- 
pels and tracts in Hindoo, From thence came 
to Saidpur late at night, where we put to. 

8th.—Karly in the morning we went into 
the village, and spoke, in three places, to many 
attentive people. After hearing the Gospel, 
those that were able to read thankfully accepted 
the Scriptures in Hindoo. 
went to Naranli. Here we sat under the shade 
of a tree, and spoke toa number of people, who 
listened with attention, and afterwards accepted 
a Hindoo Gospel and some tracts. 

9th.—Came to Jammania, Here we spoke 
to a few people, and gave them some Hindoo 
and Urdu tracts. From thence we went to 
Harpur, and declared the message of God to a 
number of attentive people; and, after giving 
them some Urdu tracts, we retu to our 
boat. We came to Ghazipur in the afternoon, 
and went out into the city, and spoke toa crowd 
of people, and gave away some Urdu Gospels 
and tracts, hye 

10th, Lord’s day.—Went out into the city, 
and took our seats in a cloth-man’s shop, and 
spoke to a large crowd, who listened with at- 


tention, and afterwards accepted some Hindoo |’ 


and Urdu Gospels and tracts. 
11th.—This morning we went out again into 
the city, and finding a convenient spot, we re- 


From thence we | 


/ who listened with attention. 


quested brother Sital to read a Hindoo tract. 
Gradually a large crowd assembled, whom I ad- 
dressed. Mr..Bowley followed; and, at the 
close, we distributed some Hindoo and Urdu 
Gospels and tracts. 

As we were going to another spot a Mussul- 
man invited us, to whom we went. After tak- 
ing ourseats, the Mussulman commenced talking, 
with a bad spirit, saying that he could prove by 
the Scriptures that Jesus Christ was not born. 
Mr. Bowley teld him to prove it, He quoted 
the 7th chapter of Acts, and the 37th verse. 
Mr. Bowley told him that a veil must be over 
him, that he cannot understand that verse. The 
Mussulman lost his temper, and insulted us. 
We then left him, and addressed the Gospel in 
another spot, to a number of attentive people. 

12th.—Went out again into the city, and 
addressed the Gospel to a concourse of people, 
who listened with attention. Mr. Bowley, 
also, read and expounded a portion of the Scrip- 
tures. 

13th. —Wednesday we left Ghazipur and 
came to Ghauspur. Here we spoke, in two 
places, to crowds of attentive people, and gave 
them some Gospels and tracts in Hindoo. From 
thence we came to Bahrah. Here we went close 
to a Mussulman mosque, where a crowd of Mus- 
sulmans surrounded us, to whom we read and 
spoke for some time. A Mussulman opposed 
us, and endeavoured to divert the attention of 
the people; but an elderly Mussulman imme- 
diately checked him, saying, “If you do not 
wish to hear, go off; why do you disturb us?” 
From thence we walked about the village, and 
not finding any opportunity of addressing the 
people, we returned to our boat. 

14th.—Early in the morning we went into 
the village, and spoke to a number of people, 
An old man re- 
ceived a Hindoo tract, but he would not accept 
of it without paying for it. From thence we 
returned to our boat, and came to Barpur, and 
addressed the Gospel to a concourse of people, 
under the shade of a tree, All listened, with- 
out the ee opposition; and afterwards, those 
that were able to read accepted the Scriptures 
in Hindoo, 


A Man pretending to be God. 
From thence the people requested us to visit 
a Paramhansi, and have some conversation with — 
him ; accordingly we went, and the people fol- 
lowed us, After taking our seats, L asked him — 
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whether he was the Creator or a creature, He 
repeated several sloks from the Ved, proving 
himself to be the Creator. ‘ Well,” said Sak 
you are the Creator, have the goodness to pro- 
duce a straw, that I may believe your assertion.” 
“Behold the fields,” said he, “all these are 
done by us.” “ You may plant and water,” said 
J, “ but who giveth the increase ?” The Param- 
hansi not answering my question, Mr. Bowley 
commenced talking with him, endeavouring to 
impress on his mind the folly of pretending to 
be God. 

15th.—Came to Chosa. Here we read, in 
two places, to crowds of people; and gave away 
a number of Gospels and .tracts, in Urdu and 
Hindoo. From thence we came to a yillage 
opposite Buxar, where we alternately addressed 
the Gospel to a crowd of attentive people, under 
the shade of a tree. 

16th.—Arrived safe at Daddri fair, where the 
people began to assemble. We went through a 
number of Sannyasis, and spoke to them on the 
depraved state of man, and of salvation through 
Jesus Christ. They listened very attentively, 
without the least objection. 

20th. Went about the fair, and declared 
the message of God in several places; and gave 
away the Scriptures to those who applicd for 
them, and were able to read, After tea we 
went out again, and took our seats in a conve- 
nient spot, when brother Sital read the Ten 
Commandments in Hindoo, and I addressed the 
Gospel to a concourse of attentive people; and, 
on my concluding, Mr. Bowley commenced, and 
afterwards distributed the Scriptures to those 
who applied for them, 
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21st.— This day being the bathing-day, people 
began to disperse after bathing. We went 
among them, and spoke, in several places, to 
crowds of people, and distributed a good many 
Scriptures and tracts in Urdu and Hindoo 
A Brahmin, on hearing of the depraved and 
ruined state of man, and of salvation through 
Jesus Christ, exclaimed, “ As all rivers run into 
the sea, thus all of us will be absorbed at last 
in the Supreme Being.” JI asked him, “ If you 
are proved guilty of theft, will you be allowed 
to associate with the judges, or be sent to gaol?” 
The Brabmin would not answer the question ; 
but a man from the crowd answered, ‘ A thief 
must be sent to gaol for his crime.’ In the 
evening we left the fair, and went opposite the 
river, and declared the message of God to a 
number of attentive people, who were on the 
beach. 

23rd.—This morning, as we were walking by 
the river side, we saw a corpse brought to the 
ghat by a number of people, to whom we went, 
and spoke to them on death and judgment. 
They appeared very attentive, and some were 
affected. From thence we came near Buxar. 
Here we saw a Baiyragi standing, and another 
came and prostrated himself before him. I 
asked him how he expected his salvation; he 
replied, “‘ By good works,” I asked him, “ With 
your good works will justice be satisfied *” 
“ No,” said the Baiyragi. Gradually a crowd 
of them collected, to whom Mr. Bowley spoke 
on the plan of salvation, to which they made 
no objection, but listened with the greatest at- 
tention. 


CHITTAGONG. 


Unper date of Nov. 22, 1839, Mr. Fink wrote :— 


I am daily called on by the natives at my | Death of Madhu,” and the “ Essence of the 
house for tracts and Scriptures, besides my | Bible,” appear to be very interesting to them, 
reading and preaching to them abroad throughthe |as they always apply for them with eagerness, 
whole week. The tracts,‘ On the Conversion and | and read them with pleasure. 


And again, under date of Jan. 7, 1840 :— 


Being engaged so much in the duty of my 
missionary calling, I had no time to write you 
a line till last month. Brother Johannes being 
absent from the station, and without a single 
native preacher to assist me, all the duties de- 
volved upon me. I had to perform worship 
and to preach six times a week in’ the chapel, 
besides preaching and distributing tracts among 
the heathens in the town. 


Brother Johannes arrived here in a state of | 
debility on the 24th of last month, and before two 


weeks were over he was again attacked with 
ague and fever; but the Lord has been very 


| Bazaar first, and then Ranguniah, 


merciful to him, and has again raised him up 
from his bed of sickness: he is much better 
now. He united with us last evening in our 
monthly missionary prayer-meeting, and has 
promised to recommence his missionary duties 
soon. 

~ I am now looking out for a boat to travel, 
and I have made up my wind to visit Cox’s 
In these two 
places I hope to meet with a great number of 
poor heathens to hear and to receive the word of 
ife, the glad tidings of salvation through a cru- 
cificd Saviour. 
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The following brief extract respecting a successful application for aid to en- 
able him to complete his chapel, is from a Jetter received from Mr. Johannes, 


dated Jan. 8, 1840 :— 


Last week I made out a circular in English, 
addressing the gentlemen and ladies of the sta- 
tion for aid to complete the furniture of our 
chapel, affixing, of course, both mine and bro- 
ther Fink’s signatures, This appeal was im- 
mediately responded to, and within a week we 


obtained 200 rupees. Another 100 will give 
us the satisfaction of seeing the chapel well fur- 
nished with seats, &c. We have already about 
two dozen chairs, and eight benches or forms, 
ten wall-shades, a reading desk, and a chande- 
lier. To these we hope to add pews. 


Deh Cast. 


We have much pleasure in giving insertion to the following extract from a 
communication, dated Nov. 1, 1839, from the Rev. J. T. Thompson, the mis- 
sionary labouring at this station, which will be read with much interest. 


Tracts by Mohammedans. 


You may perhaps have heard of Mohamme- 
dan tracts against Christianity, as having been 
printed at Lucknow and Gya. One has been 
lithographed at a private press here also. 

The Mohammedans, not deeming the tracts 
sufficient, at least for defensive purposes, a man 
of wealth among them, Nawab Hamide Ali 
Khan, has laid out 3000 rupees, and upwards, 
for lithographing 250 copies of the Koran, and 
distributing them gratuitously among the fol- 
lowers of his faith ; accompanying the Arabic 


‘text with an Urdu interlineary translation, and 


a copious commentary in the margin. Besides 
the above outlay, the Nawab incurred a monthly 
expense of 30 rupees for a maulavi, and 15 ru- 
pees for a transcriber, for three whole years, to 
insure the accuracy and neatness of the work. 
This is done by Mohammedans, and by a single 
man, in furtherance of a false faith ; and shall 
not Christians be provoked to similar or much 
greater efforts in advancement of the oracles of 
God, the writings of inspiration ? 


An Ascetic. 


In visiting a part of the city where I had for- 
merly preached and distributed the word, I 
missed an attentive hearer of the word, a black- 
smith, who, I found, had been dead a year anda 
half. This man was of a contemplative turn, 
and I frequently stood or sat at his shop, con- 
versing and reading of the Saviour, and received, 
invariably, a kind reception, and ready attention 
to the word. A year before his death he be- 
came unusually thoughtful, said he should giv 
up every worldly occupation, sold off his instru- 
ments, &c., and retired to a plain without the 
city where he continued a twelve-month, sick- 
ened, and died. I know nothing further of the 


oor man; but from what I had seen a yeat or 


ore before I went down, in my occasional in- 


tercourse with him, I would fain hope some. 


humbling, some cheering truth had fastened on 
his mind, and produced convictions that may 
have proved salutary, and may have saved his 
poor soul. 

An interesting young Hindoo. 

The young man, Ramprasad, Iam happy to 
say, tries to render himself useful in the pro- 
motion of the Gospel, in a humble way. Meet- 
ing with an aged Khattrani, who he knew had 
gone to hear the shastras read by one Gyan-das, 
he questioned her as to the benefit she derived 
by so doing ; and this led, in afew days, to his 
visiting her, and teaching her, in her sixtieth 
year, the Nagri alphabet, and inducing her to 
read the Psalms of David, the Gospels, and va- 
rious tracts and books. She, in return, as she 
read of prayer, fasting, idol-worship, &c. &c., 
asked the young man how he, who knew the 
Divine word on such points, could continue to 
observe the Hindoo fasts as meritorious, and 
worship idols as a service rendered to God. He 
was staggered, (this was five years ago,) con- 
fessed the inconsistency, and thenceforward cut 
off a great many observances that had been dis- 
puted between them. She, also, did the same. 
The Khattrani, in the course of her reading, 
finding the Hindoo not so familiar to her as the 
Urdu, got Ramprasad to teach her the Persian 
characters, and was thus enabled to read the 
Scriptures and other books in Urdu. ~ A rela- 
tion of hers dying at Lucknow, she went thither 
shortly after my arrival. a 

Scarcely had the Khattrani left, but a grass- 
cutter was brought into Ramprasad’s way, whom 
he observed reading a portion of the Hindoo 
shastras. At the young man’s persuasion, he has. 
commenced the Gospel of Matthew; and, hay-~_ 
ing read to the stxth chapter, he already per- 
ceives its superiority above what he had been 
reading, and is determined to persevere in ac- 
quiring a further knowledge of the Saviour and 
of the things of sal eats 


Bare 4. 
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AG 


Tue following are extracts from 
1839 :— 


Noy. Ist.— Attended the hat, and had some 
conversation with an old man, who said, that 
since hearing the Gospel from us at this place, 
he had endeavoured to give heed to it, trusting 
in Christ alone for salvation ; that no misfortune 
had happened to him since that period, with the 
exception of the death of one of his children ; 
though he could not say that his adherence to 
Christianity was the real cause of this affliction. 
IT then explained to him more fully the nature 
of true religion, and exhorted him to embrace 
and profess Christ as the only Saviour of pe- 
rishing sinners, as being really and absolutely 
necessary to his present and future happiness. 
Brother Ganpat then preached. Many attended, 
and heard the word of life. No opposition was 
made. Some books were distributed. May the 
Lord add his blessing ! 

5th+—Went toa village near cantonments, 
where I found an aged man lying, very ill, with 
whom I conversed on the brevity of haman life, 
the certainty of death, and its solemn and im- 
portant consequences. On my asking him if 
he thought himself prepared to die, he answered, 


without the least hesitation, in the affirmative, 


I then described to him and several others the 
Bie and ruined state of man by nature, as 


having gone astray from the only path to life | 


and happiness, and exposed himself to the ven- 
geance of Almighiy God, and as utterly unable 
to deliver himself by any efforts of his own. 
On hearing this, the old man said, with some 


villages to the 
; from hence > 
ansmis- 


& 
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R A. 


Mr. Williams’s journal for November, 


emotion, “ Then I shall certainly go to hell.’ 
I then pointed out to them the great salvation 
which God, in his infinite goodness and mercy, 
has provided for perishing sinners, and urged 
them to accept it without delay. The people 
were all attentive. 
8th.—Attended the hat as usual. Brother 
Ganpat and myself preached. The congregation 
was small, when compared with what we usually 
get here; many, however, heard from us the 
word of God. We had some profitable contro- 
versy with a very respectable Hindoo, who has 
often heard the Gospel. He owned that he had 
a great respect and regard for Christianity, and 
would pay more attention to it but for the scoffs 
and jeers of his idolatrous neighbours. He in- 
yited us to come to his village, to which we 
consented. o 
_11lth.—Attended the hat;-but could not 
preach at all, as several Hindoos. immediately. 
came and opposed us. - A long controversy en- 
sued, in which brother Greenway, being an able 
antagonist, took the principal part. I hope that 
some good, was effected; though we should have 
been more satisfied if we could have preached to 
them, ina more direct and forcible manner, the 
great truths of Christianity. May the Lord 


bless our every effort to promote his glory in 


the conversion of the heathen world, and enable __ 
us to stand up against those who, being blind to _ 
their apiritaal interests, put far from them the 


_word of life ! ; : — 


“i ESSORE. 


g omiracls are taken from communications received ‘from fe 
peecupringd this dmpariant station ; dated 


cae 


of the church here must 1 
expenditure, I must, herefore, beg 
of the following sums. — 


-An-| There being no_ nati v 


cyhiene: there are five 
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that he is much respected by the native con-| church requires active superintendence, other- 
verts, and even by the heathens, in those parts.| wise you cannot expect it to be fruitful and 
The native brethren requiring a larger boat) healthy. 
than the dingy, which I purchased for them be-| I hope to send down to the Christian Institu- 
fore, I gave them another, which cost ten rupees, tion about five boys. They are young, about 
and which will Jast them for three or four years. | seven to nine years of age. 
It is difficult to hire boats towards the south.| Yesterday 1 bad again the pleasure of baptiz- 
My travelling expenses have greatly increased, inga Mohammedan convert, who came over from 
owing to the increase of the villages in the south. | Krishnanagar about six months ago ; s0 you sec 
When I took charge of this station I had to visit | we have had sufficient time to judge of his sin- 
only one village by land, and one by water. | cerity; and I am happy to say he is a promising 
Travelling in a buat is much more expensive | convert. 
than-by land-carriage. Ihave now four villages} | Now, in conclusion, unite with me in prais- 
to visit in the south, about three or four ing and blessing God for the success he has been 
days’ journey from hence. The last journey | pleased to grant us, by adding twenty-two souls 
occupied twenty-four days, and the hire of the| to our number during this year. I desire the 
crew alone cost me fourteen rupees, the boat) prayers of all my brethren and fellow-labourers 
being my own. As the church is increasing to| for a greater blessing on my humble and poor 
the south very much, I find I must, at least, | exertions in the cause of Christ. 
visit my flock every two months. <A native | 


JAMAICA, 


oe 


KINGSTON. 


Ar a late period in the month we received the following letters from King- 
ston, which we insert without delay, although it may occasion the postponement 
of other matter, already in the printer's hands. ‘They refer, as our readers will 
perceive; to the distressing case of our missionary brother Oughton, now suf- 
fering imprisonment for righteousness’ sake. No words of ours can heighten 
the interest of his own affecting communication. That which precedes it, from 
Mr. Tinson, will show how the matter is regarded by our oldest missionary in 
the island,—a man whose calm and impartial judgment is admitted by all par- 
ties in Jamaica. Our readers will not overlook his testimony in favour of Mr, 
Oughton’s fellow-sufferer, the Rev. John Stainsby, rector of Hanover. It is 


equally honourable both to him who bears it and to the object of his honest 
commendation. 


Kingston, Jamaica, May 14, 1840. 


Very dear Brother,—I have just left brother 
Oughton, who,to-morrow, will, in all probabi- 
lity, be in Kingston-gaol; and though it is al- 
most midnight, I must write a few lines, as the 
packet sails early in the morning, to express my 
opinion on this most atrocious case of injustice 
and oppression. 

The hinderance which this will occasion, for 
a time, to the prosecution of our brother’s im- 
portant labours, must be a source of uneasiness; 
and it will be matter of extreme regret. should 
his pergecutor enrich himself by such a flagrant 
violation of all righteousness. As to the mat 
itself, there is nothing in it that should cause 
any good man a moment’s pain: it is rather an 
occasion of rejoicing. So would the first disci- 
ples have felt when called on to suffer for the 
truth’s sake. ; ;, 

I am quite aware, that it is no very uncom- 
mon thing for men to complain of grievances, as 
originating purely in their love for philanthropy 
or religion, when a large admixture of vanity and 


mistake but too plainly appears in the origin 
and progress of their proceedings. But I am 
confident that brother Oughton is almost more 
than innocent in this affair: my only sur- 
prise is that he said and did so little, and with 
so much prudence and discretion. I do not 
mean to charge him with imprudence or indis- 
erection; but knowing him to be naturally of an 
ardent temperament, I can only account for the 
almost excessive carefulness evinced on that oc- 
casion, when, if at any time, indignation was 
called for, to a restraining and overruling Pro-— 
vidence, that was determined he should have the 
solace of conscious rectitude, while suffering 
from the indignant hate of a corrupt and cor- 
rupting debauchee. As a guardian of the public. 
morals brother Oughton could not have done~_ 
less, and he would have been highly criminal 
had he not done what he did. I have taken 
pains to ascertain the truth in this business, and 
I am fully conyinced that it is a most iniquitous 
proceeding altogether. You know I am not in 
the habit of expressing myself rashly, but I can — 
conceive of no arrangement of words sufficiently 


ake — a seal =a 
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forcible to express the detestation and abhor. 
rence with which every good man ought to view 
this nefarious transaction. 

It is well, too, that our brother is associated 
with a worthy episcopalian minister, than whom 
there is not a more laborious, devoted, pious 
minister of Christ in the whole island of Ja- 
maica, I have known him for more than 
eighteen years, the uniformly conscientious, 
honest, upright, indefatigable servant of God, 
always ready to every good work. He has, 
perhaps, in the opinion of some, one great fault, 
an entire want of sectarianism. Distress, wher- 
ever found, is enough to enlist his sympathies, 
whether in the mansions of the wealthy or the 
hovels of the destitute; and he does not stop at 
pity, with a “ Be ye fed,” or “ Be ye comforted ;” 
his eye affects his heart, and his efforts are 
prompt and efficient. He is found at the side 
of the sufferer, as the spiritual guide, the bodily 
physician, or the friend of the oppressed, whe- 
ther Churchman, Presbyterian, Baptist, Wes- 
leyan, Moravian, Independent, or any other de- 
nomination, or no denomination at all. 

I do hope that our deeply-injured friends will 
find, in British Christians, all that sympathy and 
support which their case justly deserves. 

Yours very affectionately, 
JOSHUA TINSON. 


Kingston-gaol, June 5, 1840. 


My dear Sir,—By the place from which I date 
this, you will perceive that the event which I 
was anticipating when last I addressed you has 
been fully realized; and that the malicé of my 
enemies has not been satisfied with any thing 
short of shutting me up in prison, and effecting | 
my total ruin. —— i 

I was taken in custody, on the writ of execu- 
tion, on the 28thof May. I should have been 
apprehended much sooner, but was unable to 
_ leave my room from severe sickness, which 
seized me the day after I wrote my last. The 
doctor who attended me said it was a complete 
g derangement of the liver and spleen, brought on 

by excessive exertion and excitement, with great 
_ mental anxiety. 
~ for several days, it was hardly considered that I 


could recover ; baie: i 
_ my behalf, : and restored 
& Esition; however, from 
_ son, zohas not pee at al : 


ly 
me, aid I have realized the orl of h : 
0 ise, “As thy eee shal thy 


aol Hoples as well sithoope ners, 
] behaviour, but the p ce 


‘It brought me very low, and, } vent life? This course, humblin 


he Aad eo bat on | 
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it was shut from all advantage from the breeze; 
which, as it blows always from the cast, never 
blessed me with one cooling breath, Added to 
this, there was no ventilation of any description 
at the back, and, consequently, no current to 
purify the atmosphere, It was a complete cul 
de sac, and so intensely hot and close that my 
body was continually as if it were in a vapour- 
bath. The effect of such a place of confinement 
was soon visible on my constitution; and seve- 
ral of my people, alarmed at my ‘appearance, 
prevailed on another prisoner to exchange rooms, 
for which they were obliged to fee him liberally, 
Tam now in amore airy part of the prison, but 
still suffer greatly for want of air and exercise ; 
but how long I shall haye to remain it appears 
impossible to judge; probably not less than two 
months, and possibly much more, This long 
confinement I look forward to with trembling, 
as the effect on my health will, I feel persuaded, 
be most serious ; while the situation of Mrs, O., 
who is within about a month of her accouche- 
ment, adds to my anxiety. Should she be in 
dangerous circumstances, or dying, and I almost 
within bow-shot, and yet unable to attend her, 
or close her dying eyes, I should go mad, But 
T will not think of it: surely the Lord will, in 
mercy, forbear to mingle this bitter portion in 
my cup of misery! Oh, my dear sir, pray for 
me—pray for me, that the Lord may sustain 
and deliver me, for vain is the help of man! 

Up to yesterday I was sanguine of a speedy 
deliverance from this place. My lawyer found 
several serious irregularities in the writ under 
which I was taken, and which were laid before 
counsel, who decided that it was enough to 
quash the writ; and application was 1 ade” on 
Wednesday in "the Grand Court, when it was 


delayed until yesterday, and then the oppos- 


ing~ counsel contrived to obtain a further 
delay of the argument until Saturday, the 13th 
‘instant, on the plea that he must communicate 
with Grant. How it will end then I cannot — 


say; but, made up as our courts are, there is _ 


but little to hope for when a Baptist missionary 
is concerned. Should I fail, there wil 
_ of 


resolved to pursue, but it will | 


pianeaivins 5 apihict i 
caer onented 7 in the least 


endure the om 


since I came fere’ { ‘late 


the daily anak: me; while prese 
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sympathy and affection,—they even offered to 
exert themselves and raise the money, rather 
than allow me to go to gaol,—an offer which 


June 8.—I left this open, thinking I might 
have something new to communicate ; but am 
so very unwell that 1 can only subscribe my- 


has also been repeated from other churches inthe | self 
island; but no! their well-known affection for 
their ministers shall never be an encouragement 

to wicked men to enrich themselves by prose- 
-cuting them ! | 


Yours very truly, 
SAMUEL OUGHTON. 


. 
/ 
| 
| 


Rey. John Dyer. 


Home Proceedings. 


OF THE PERMANENT INCREASE OF THE INCOME 
OF THE MISSION. 


(IN A LETTER TO THE EDITOR.) 


No. 


My dear Sir,—In a letter addressed to you 
last month, and published in the HERALD for 
July, I sought to prove that a large permanent 
increase of funds is due to the world, to the 
church, and toGod, It was attempted to prove 
this from the present incumbrance of the Mis- 
sion, from the probable increased expenses, the 
certain expenses of the coming year; and the 
calls in Providence, both from the West Indies 
and from Africa. It is certain that 6,000/. or 
10,0002. a year more will be required to meet 
the claims upon the Society. Hither these 
‘claims have originated in the imprudence of the 
Committee, (a supposition which none who 
know them, or the urgent appeals from abroad, 
can for one moment allow,) or in the calls of 
Providence. If in the calls of Providence, the 
conclusion is plain : it is our duty and our ho- 
nour to meet them. 
~ But there is a second point I wish to discuss. 
Is this increase of funds attainable? Can it be 
done? andhow? Or is this a case in which the 
apparent calls of duty are contradicted by our 
inability to discharge them ? 

“Tt cannot be done,” is the answer of some, 
“ The churches are too poor, and have-to struggle 
too strenuously for themselves to help others, 
As much is raised as can be raised, and it ought 
to be matter of surprise if the income of the So- 
ciety in future be as large as it is now.” 

But is this so? Is our poverty a sufficient 
plea? Are we poorer than our coloured brethren 


If. 


then I say, it is our duty as resolutely to re- 
trace our steps, to recall our agents, to abandon 
our stations, to give up the printing of our 
Bibles, and to equalize, to a farthing, our ex- 
penditure and means. To expend more than it 
is possible to raise is, I submit, neither Christian 
honesty nor Christian prudence. I need scarce 
add, IT have no fear this will be done. I believe 
there are Christian hearts in this country ready 
to sacrifice their all rather than allow a-single 
corner of the Mission field to be abandoned, if 
by such sacrifice they could secure its cultiva- 
tion, 

“But can it be done?” Task, in reply, Is 
it our duty to do it? If it is, all doubts as tothe 
possibility of doing it originate in self-sufficiency 
or distrust. God has called us; and if there be 
on our part a willing mind, he will himself en- 
able us to obey thecall, To admit the call, and 
yet to question whether we can do it, is clearly 
tor depend on ourselves and to distrust Him. IL 
do most earnestly submit that, in this matter 
we should “ seek out the old ways.” Do as 
Abraham did—as Carey did—as Pearce did ; 
say with them, It is our duty to raise this mo- 
ney—to do this thing, and, by God’s grace, and 
in spite of difficulties, it shall be done, At 
least, if God, finding us like the effeminate and 
cowardly Israelites, “‘ unable to go up and _pos- 
sess the land,’ honour others with our work, it 
will be among the severest expressions of his dis- 
pleasure we, as Baptists and as Christians, have 


— 


in the West, where churches without six men | ever known. We are called to it 3 may we walk 
among them worth100/,, have raised, during the worthy of our “ high calling” in all things! 
past year, at the rate of more than 1/.a2 member| “ But how? By what means are these funds 
for the cause of the Gospel? Besides, there are | to be raised >” This is, after all, the practical 
districts, and it would be easy to name them, question, and I trust the only one we hi ve to 


where Baptist churches are more numerous and 
wealthier far than those of other denominations, 
hut where their contributions are not half of 
those of their poorer brethren, I blarne none in 
‘this statement: I give it merely as a fact, and 


as a fact that will be found true in more than | 


‘six districts, or ten, in this kingdom, 


Once more: Either it is possible to do it, or very largely extended. € 
itis not. If itis, let us reason and question the | te that there are, in this country, 
point no longer, but fet Mops BC gonolutely, jurches that ae ding ing no- 
and “in God’s strength, If it be not possible, ; pete, and theso by no — 


discuss, Only give the plans I have to propose 
(and which, in fact, are the plans advocated by 4 
hundreds of brethren throughout the country,) 
time for the-working of them—say till May, 
1842, and, beyond question, the results to which 
I have referred will be realized 
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means the least wealthy in their respective lo- 
calities. Tn one county alone there are twenty 
churches out of forty that do nothing for the 
Mission; most of which, there is reason to be- 
lieve, might be induced, by rightly-directed ap- 
peals, to contribute to this great cause. It is 
probable that the hearty co-operation of these 
churches would add to the funds of the Society 
between 10002, and 2000/, a year. 

2. Much, very much, might be effected by 
every subscriber increasing his subscription. 
Many give a penny a week, and many a guinea 
a year, who are able, and willing, probably, to 
give at least double that sum. Christians give 
no more now than they did years ago, when the 
operations of the Society were only a quarter of 
what they are. The Scripture rule is, to give 
as God prospers us, but surely the prosperity of 
these brethren has not been as stationary as 
their subscriptions ; and if, as is very generally 
allowed, we can give more, let us rise and do it. 
Even “ he that giveth to the poor lendeth to 
the Lord, and it shall be paid him again,” how 
much more he that giveth to the Gospel! Only 
let some of the brethren copy the example of 
our 50/. subscribers, and let all that can afford 
it make their one guinea five guineas, and a 
very large accession will be obtained. I need 
scarcely add how much importance this proposal 
gains from the extension of the operations of 
the Society both in Africa and in the West 
Tndies. 

3. But the chief permanent income of the 
Society must be raised by Mission churches 
themselves,—by the systematic contributions of 
churches that feel that the cause of Missions is 
the cause of God. I doubt not but, from this 
source alone, one-third, or even one-half more 
than is now given, might be raised, on an ave- 
rage, throughout the country, ‘Churches that 
raise 202. might make it 307. ; 
raise 150/., 2007. or more. I could name 
churches where, in one year, by systematic and 
weekly contributions, 100/. have been raised as 
easily as one-third that sum without these means. 
Let each church have, first, its annual Mission 
Sermons; secondly, its annual Mission Meet- 
ings; and, lastly, but above all, its band of col- 
lectors ; and the Mission funds would be doubled, 
and all engaged in this work abundantly blessed. 
“ They that thus watered others would be wa- 
tered themselves.” They would be the richer 
for what they gave. This may be a paradox in 
appearance, but it is a Scripture truth : would 
God it were more generally believed ! 

There can be no reasonable doubt that the 
adoption of this plan would realize at least 


and those that. 
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50007. a year more by the end of the second 
year. Wherever it has been tried it has been 
successful, at least to this degree. 

I am delighted to learn that one of the 
churches in Norwich has commenced by doubling 
the whole of its contributions. ‘“‘ We wish,” say 
they, “ not only to send out additional mission- 
aries, but we wish also to support them.” 


Now, it will be seen that if all this can be 
done, the funds of the Mission are augmented to 
the extent foretold; from 6,0002. to 10,0002. is 
raised. And that it can be done is testified by 
innumerable authorities,—by brethren who 
know their respective localities, and who speak 
most unhesitatingly on the possibility of doing 
it: all that is wanting is that we try and be- 
lieve. God has the hearts of all in his hands, 
and he will turn them, in answer to the prayers 
of the church. 

To carry out the three plans that have been 
suggested these three things are necessary :— 

First : The secretaries of each Mission Asso- 
ciation, or any member, should kindly forward 
to Fen-court the names of places not at present 
aiding the Mission, so that they might be directly 
applied to, “ to come up to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty.” Many there are now idle 
who would gladly have a hand in this glorious 
work, 

Secondly: Let us all take up giving to this 
cause as a duty, andas part of our business, both 
as engaged in trade and as Christians. No money 
brings so glorious a return as the money that is 
given to the Gospel. Let us give as if we gave 
with these hopes, and for the sake of Him who 
gave his life for us. 

Thirdly: Let each church that gives seek, in 
the course of the next two years, to make its 
contributions one-half more than they are: We 
are too apt to forget that all increased effort is 
our increased effort. -The Mission is nothing 
more than the churches that compose it; and 
there can be no increase of its funds, unless we, 
as individuals and as churches, increase them, 
Probably, where there are mission collections 
much more cannot be done by collections, but 


by weekly contributions much more may. Let ~ 


these be multiplied in due proportion, and there 
can be no fear of the result. I repeat it,—the 
mouey will be raised, and all engaged in raising 


it, both the givers and collectors, will be abun- —— 


dantly blessed. 
Let us rise and do it, 


Yours affectionately in Christ Jesus, 
JOSEPH ANGUS. 


. ASSOCIATION LETTERS. 


Ir would very materially gid the arrangement forward the last Association Letter, or other 
of Mission Deputations, and thus assist the | statistical information connected with their re- 
funds of the Mission, if the secretary of cach | spective districts, to the Rev, Joseph Angus, 
Association of es churehes would kindly | 6, Fen-court, London, 
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Rev. E. Carey with Mr. Barrett. Rev. W. Knibb. 
1/5 
2 | | Herefordshire, &c. Tewkesbury, Cheltenham, & Winchcombe. 
aM Do. Tewkesbury. 
4|Tu Cheltenham. 
5 | W Gloucester. 
6 {Th Coleford. 
7 ¥F Ross. 
8 |S 
9 Pershore, Upton, Westmancote, Worcester. 
10 | M | Worcester. Worcester. 
11 | Tu] Pershore. Pershore. 
12 | W | Kidderminster. Oswestry. 
13 | Th | Stourbridge. Shrewsbury. 
14/F 
t5-}-8 
Rev. Mr. Cozens. 
16 | S| Leominster and Kington. Shrewsbury. Ramsgate 
17 | M | Kington. and 
18 | Tu} Leominster. East Kent. 
19 | W | Hereford. Colchester. 
20 | Th| Ledbury. Rev, W. Knibb. Rev. J. Angus, M.A. 
Rev. J. Thomas. Rev. P. J. Saffery. 
21 | F | Pontsbury. Andover. 
22158 Whitchurch. 
23 | S| Wellington, &c. Oswestry. Portsea. Rye. 
24) M Do. Rye. 
25 | Tu| Broseley. Southampton, Battle. 
26 | W] Wem. Lymington Newick. 
27 | Th} Whitchurch. Poole. Uckfield. 
28 | F Hailsham. 
29) 8 Rev. J. Broad, 
30 | S| Derby. Sevenoaks. Hastings. tee 
31 | M Do. Lewes. Lewes. 
Sep. 
1 | Tu] Burton. Brighton. Brighton. 
2 | W | Swanwick. Sevenoaks, 


> DEPARTURE OF 


Mr. and Mrs. Evans, and Mr. and Mrs. Jobn 
Parsons, embarked at Liverpool, on board the 
Jessie Logan, Major, for Calcutta, on Friday, 
July 17. On a previous evening, a special 
meeting was convened, in Pembroke-place Cha- 
pel, by the friends. at Liverpool, for the purpose 
of commending them to the Divine guidance and 
protection, At this service addresses were deli- 
vered by the Rev. C. M, Birrell and W.W. Evans; 


MISSIONARIES. 


and prayer was offered by Messrs. Birrell, Lan- 
caster, and Rowland. Our beloved missionaries 
were accompanied by several of their kind friends 
down the river; and we trust that the many fer- 
vent supplications which have been offered on 
their account will be graciously accepted and 
answered by Him in whose service they are 
engaged, : 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 


Dr. Cox wishes to acknowledge the receipt of 5/., communicated to him anonymously, ee 


the following purpoges :— 


1l, for the proposed African Mission. 

_ li. for the widow of the martyred Williams. 
2l. for the Female Mission, ~~ 
Ji, for any necessitous widow. 
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Sicbeiied on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, from April a 


£8. d. 
Kent. 
Chatham :— 
Zion Chapel. 
J. Fincham, Esq....... 
W. Acworth, Luton.. 
Mr. Walker ....... 


I 0 
oe 0 
weves 0 
Mr. T. Cooper, Strood 1 0 0 
Mr. YOung sos eceseccsneee 010 0 
Mire GLAYaccrtvedssssveite. 0: 100 
Mr. W. Cooper......... 010 0 
Rey. W. G. Lewis .... 0 10 0 
Mrs. Godfrey...... 05 0 
Sunday-scholars’ 
Sribw lions Aaivesseatcs 2 ome O 
Collected by female 
friends. 
Miss S. Ankom. t1— 0 
ree ee 
Miss Binkhurst, ‘Stoke 0 13 0 
Miss Collet -F.i0i.....00. 0 12° 0 
Miss Wadup .. en tee 0 4-10 
Miss Eater ce 0 5 2 
Miss Terry....... 5S (0-92 226 
Miss Lewis ........00. 0 10 64 
Public collections .,,.15 0 1 
: 27.15 5h 
‘ ne ae 
‘ Sheerness :— 
, Collection after ser- 
ze mon by Rey. W. G. 


LO WIS Soiscesevice stasis 2U1LO la 
W. iH. Blessly, Esq., 


E ; 2years’ subscrip.... 4 0 0— 
: i 618 14 
= —_——— a 
3 Eynsford: — 


Friends, by Rev. J. peciigas 
for books for Rey. 
D. Da yiiciescaseunsaue 


Binsiow: — 
_ Mr.F, Harrison ....... 1110 0 


210 8 


to June 1st, 1840. 
(Continued from last Month.) 


Luisa. 
0 0 


Sparkbridge :— 
John Fell, Esq. 5 


Leicestershire. 
Leicester :— 
Charles-street, by Rev. 
J. Simmons .......... 25 10 


for) 


Middlesex. 


West Drayton :— 
By Rev. W. Nash. 
Monthly collection ... 


0 
Sabbath-sch, children 6 


oo 


3 
0 
3 6 


——— 


J 


Northamptonshire. 


Northamptonshire Auxiliary, 

by Rev. W. Gray. 

Blis worth :— 
CollectionS.........0.000. 7 8 
Missionary boxes...... 1 2-1 
DakeP Mr. W sceceovevcs PO 
Friend, to the Savan- 

nah- ja-Mar vi TO 
ores 1011 2 


_————— 


Braynston :— 
Collections....00000008 4 § 114 

- Missionary boxes...... 8 1 8} 
Master, Mrs. T. (sub.) we 10 


81l 74 


Brington:— 3 ; 
Collections and sub- Pe 


SCFIPtiON...seocasceeses 10 0 0 ; 


-Bugbrook :— 
"Collections... & 


| Master Crotes .. 


oars. 
Hackleton :— 
Colleetion after Public 
Meeting, including 
the produce of Tea 2115 0 
Weekly subscriptions, 
by Miss Carver...... 2 11 0 
Dittc, by the Sun- 
day-school Juvenile 
Meeting... svissssvadeve 0 
Mr. G, Cave, towards 
liquidating thedebt 5 0 
Brayfield collection... 3 5 
Dinton ditto, part of it 1 2 
Mri Bridgesscsc.cccuven. ton 


Harleston :— 
CollectionSsicsaiesssaset od —2 0 
Missionary box, Miss 


Archer <ssscisservupess oe te 
5. 4 7R- 
Harpoles-— = 
“Collections .sssesses uses (ete) 
Monthly Prayer-meet- | 
INgS". waning ivy ihe oh eene ae) 
Proceeds of Tea-meet- _ 
INE MAisiaissiae eoten | ede 0. 


Weekly subscriptions 4. 5-6 
18 6 0 


Kingsthorpe:— 
Collection: ......++6+ . 
Missionary cards, | Ye asics: 
‘Elizabeth Lorry .....+. 0 =} 

- Master W. Brown | 


Kistringbury :— 
-Collections,...s.s0eereee16 
Missionary cards :— 
Mrs. Crotes .. 


ener neeeee 
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Missionary box, Miss 
Williams sisesce 2 2 0 


Moulton :— 
Collections....g....0.... 8 0 0 


Northampton :— 

College-street. 

Collection—Designation 
of Rev. H. Capern 47 19 

Ditto at Missionary 
Meeting .. +228 12 

Female weekly contri- 
Hutions 2... iisivns22 0 
Missionary boxes by 


_ 


~_ 


port snus saipeeses hk 
Parker, Mrs...... At) 
Richards, Mr. W....... 0 
Wheeler, Mr. Thos,... 0 
Williams, Mr. W....... 1 


A friend.. Viieseasnad: 1k: 12 
Mrs. Simnel’s ‘school . LAD 52. 
Mrs. Neal <.cesssessenses O14 3 
Miss Richards. wit.) 8 
Sabbath-school......... 017 9 
Proceeds of Public 
Breakfast .. pseceke 1054) 
Subscriptions ss 
Boctran, Mr. Robert 010 6 
Bumpus, Mr. T. ...... 1 1-0 
Dicey, T. E., Esq......2 2 0 
Durham, Mrs... 05.1 1.-.0 
Garrett, Mr. Thos. ... 1.1 0 
Garrett, Mrs... ae ee 
Goodacre, Mrs. A ee Roe!) 
Gray, Rev. W. oko’ 0 
Gray, Mr. N.. | Ee eae |) 
Osborn, G., Esq., “New- 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 


mH 
peooor 


14615 8} 


Olney :— 
Collection .......0+0000017 16 92 
One-third of the pro- 

ceeds of a weekly 

subscription ......... 5 5 
Mrs. Robinson, sen., 

and family wc...csse00, 1 0 
Talbot, John, Esq. .., 1 0 


25 1 9% 


Ravensthorpe :— 
Collection .......0+ 


3 6 0 
Collected by 0 iss Scott 40 0 
a 


Rushden :— 
Collection .......000011 7 62 
By Mrs. Whittemore 1 14 9 
Missionary boxes by 
Mr. Manning...........0 3 73} 


Mr. J. Browning...... 1 4 8 
Subscription ;— 
Mr, Thidgell .. Sageesenged 0-4) 
15 ee a 


ener aes 


Towooster . tip peveceseosteesn 19.78 6 


Pinto 

Collection wi... 9 1 0 
West Haddon :— 

ce gag of Tea-meet- 


Cinsnseasteveevescsre & 6 ibe 
Weekly contribution, 
! iss Hanbury... 2 7 10 
Vestry Missionary box 0 18 1 


’ 
? ee 


ant eh 
Missionary boxes by 


Miss Horton ....,.++-40 0 10 113 
Thos. Healey.......+. 0 3 6 
Mrs. Underwood o 4 14 
810 0 

Somersetshire. 

Bath Auxiliary, by Mr 

Hancock. 

On account ....... sees 19 010 


Philip’s Norton :— 
Box, by Mrs. Foster... 1 17 10 


Beckington :— 
By Rev. J. Parsons.,. 12 0 0 


WAV ETC aceuisierges cies, 0 Deut 


Frome Auxiliary :— 
Subscriptions :— 
Allen, F., Esq. 1 
Biggs, Mr.. 1 
Brittain, Mr.. 0 
Bunn, Mrs... 1 
Bunn, Miss .. 1 
Coombs, Mr.. 0 
Gooper, Mr-> scss..<0... 0 
Ledyard, Miss .. ee) he 
0 
1 
0 
2 
1 
0 


Middleditch, Mrs. aa 
Porter, Mr.. as 
Rawlings, Mr. § oe 
Shephard, J., Esq. . ove 
Sinkins, Mrs. J.. s3iaseiouy 
Vaters, MY. ...... 


Donations :— 
Coombs, Mr.. 
Cooper, Mr. ... 0 
Middleditch, Rev. C. “as 0 10 

0 
0 


Porter, Mr. James . 01 
Porter, Mr. 8., jun... «a O62 
Porter, Mr. John...... 
BARC, WUE vee cecuvsaeeccs de 
Salter, S., Esq., for 
printing press for 
CEYLON Sovivvonvseaseve sey.) Olen 


eoococo 


Cc 
o 
colo 


Collection at Mr. Par- 
sons’s designation . 


Collection at the Pub- 
lic Meeting .......... 9 18 2% 


Badcox-lane :— 
Rey. C. J. Middleditch. 
Collection .......600... + 0 114 
Collected ae 
Miss Allemics.c.ccsccoees 
Miss Biggs ... 
Miss A, Cooper 
Miss Porter ..........0. 3 12 
Mrs. Coombs, for sup- 
port of a pupil at 
ONAL secances sence 
Missionar 
Davis, Edmus 
Edgell, Miss..... 
Franklyn, Ann.. 
Swain, F. W...... 
Watts, Hannah.. 
Sage’s, Mr., child 
Interest of legacy per 
Mr. Coombs.......... 
Translations 
A. BS tb espe eeereeseereesen 


Coombs, Mr. + eapecseoones 


% 


—) 


_ 


a Cr 


-_ 


eo 4 scoscoco|s 


-_ 
SS ws 
on 
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£38 
Cooper, Mr... 3) 10° 6 
Middleditch, Rev.C. aye 010 6 
SLA 8 

Sheppard’s Barton :— 

Rev. W. Jones. 

Collection .isssecce-. 6 3 8S 
Collected by 
Miss Button ... ER, Re EE 
Miss Heal .... ee ea a) 
Miss Payne ., Fe lawl Ee 
Miss Sims..... 118 6 
Mrs. Vincent 7 6 
Miss Payne, for the 
support of a pupil at 
MOngbYT «eseceeesyeee 0 
2018 33. 
Naish’s-street :— 

Rey. J. Maadne 
Collection .....:2¢esere0-d Aodd 
Total for Frome Auxi- 

liary .. ataedernasBO =O. DE 
Less. expenses 2 510 
86 19 114 
Dorset. 
Gillingham :— 
Missionary box, Miss 
TORS acc csopengaeset ers 7 6 
Shaftsbury (moiety)...... 0 7 9% 
87 15 5% 
Suffolk. 
Ipswich :— 
Salem Chapel ipiseaaly 
Mr. G. Catotirsss.sceeee 0 
Dereham :— 
Friends, for Spanish . 
Town school....... 5 0 0 


Suffolk Society in aid of Missions, 
by Sheppard Ray, Esq., Trea- 


surer. 
Clare—Rev. S. Harris. 
Mr. Garratt ........0006 0 0 
Ipswich—Tackett-street. 
Subscriptions .......... 510 6 
Stowmarket—Rev. W. 
Ward. 
Ladies’ Association... 1 0 0 
Male ditto.cacnksaee 2 0°70 
Sudbury—Rev. W. Wallis. 
Subscriptions ww... 1 0 
1210 6 
Surrey. eit: 
pare Se - te 10 0 
imine Dan sas sawas ay 4 19° 76 
Sussex. 
'| Battle. serene ane cbs canons ses eny 2 1 § 
ae : 
Childs setae Lt 0 ; 
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Es. d 
5 oar ; 2 & os. d £8. d. 
Patio ue we il ais Sebler 016 0| Miss Sileox.....40 0 5 6 
y . , . 
Treasurer wee 1411 8 Sctornies : : MM ate CORRES Ee 
ae (16-2 
> . 10 Fe 
Buckinghamshire. Per Rev. J. Russell. 6 1 9 
Ivinghoe :— Bradford :— ee vss 
Mrs. Meacher......... 1 1 0| Miss Head.. 10 0 0 | Shrewton: 
Weekly subscriptions Bethesda Chapel, per Rev. 
- ditto. 013 0 Mr. Mathers. 
Wiltshire. ollection .. Selend Collection .... soot k aa 
3 bid As : Mr. Cadby .... 1 0 0| Missionary box... 0 6 0 
Wilts and East Somerst Auxi- Mr. Seymour.. Rees 010 0 — 
liary, by B. Anstie, Esq., Weekly and other sub- 20 0 
Treasurer. SCHIPtiONS® ..0.0. 604 050 35-2 a 
Devizes :— 
Collection at Rev. J. 217 2 FOREIGN. 
Bunn’s chapel ..,.... 9 12.112 __ | South Africa—Graham’s Town. 
Collection after Public ; By Mr. Nelson ......... 50 0 0 
Meeting at Rev. R. se oe lame : 
Elliott’s chapel......17 15 74 ollection, &c. ......... 615 8 LEGACIES 
——| Ditto at Crockerton... sets 8) Mr. Samuel Jenkins .... 45 0 0 
242 8..7 7 tee Mr. Thomas Cranfield . 37 6 11 
—— John Hunter, Esq. ...... 90 0 0 
Corsham :— Westbury :— 
Collection” «.....s0sa0. 8 oF 6 Providence Chapel, per 172 611 
Mr. H. Spackinan 5 0-0 Rey. S. Evans, aS 
Mr. U. Gould . : ae ee) Collection® s.ccessasaneueer Oo 080.0 N.B. The sum of £153. 18. 8, 
A friend .. 100 Mr. Tranton, 2years. 2 0 0 | acknowledged inthe Heranp for 
Mr. J. Spackman . Soe 010 0 Missionary boxes by May, from the South London 
Missionary boxes by Mr. C, Curtis........0+ Auxiliary, included the Contribu- 
Mr. H. pee peer E20 Miss Casmell. tions of the Camberwell (Den- 
Miss Blake .. 018 0 Miss Evans .. ice mark-place Chapel) Auxiliary, 
Mrs. Little., aabusa 220 105-0) Miss Angus «.......00008 amounting to £112.11. 6d. 


MR. KNIBB’S ADDRESS TO THE PASTORS OF THE. 
BAPTIST CHURCHES. 


Tur Editor would earnestly call attention to the following Letter, which is 
addressed by our brother Knibb to the Pastors of the Churches throughout the 


country. 


My dear Brethren,— As the shortness of my 
stay in England will prevent my enjoying the 
pleasure of a personal interview with many of 
my beloved brethren in the ministry, and with 
the respected people of their charge, I hope that 
I shall be excused in adopting this method in 
drawing your attention to the present state of 
our interesting Mission in Jamaica, and to the 
projected one to Central Africa. 

The Committee of the Baptist Bisionern 
Society have, after the wants of the Mission 
were fully laid before them, resolved that ten 
“additional Jabourers shall proceed, as soon as 
practicable, to Jamaica; and that the noble at- 
tempt shall be made to introduce the Gospel 
of peace in the central part of Western Africa, 

where darkness and cruelty 30 awfully prevail. 


_ Allow me, then, to implore you to call the | 


attention of the churches over which you. pre- 
side to these important subjects ; and to request 
of you, on behalf of 150 millions of perishing 


‘ Africans, to raise what funds you can to assist’ 
us in commencing this important Mission, | 
which, ander the blessing of God, shall arrest, 


the accursed slave-trade, and turn the present 


appropriated. 


awful state of Africa into the garden of the 
Lord. 

T shall esteem it a favour if you will kindly 
reply to this letter, informing me whether you, 
and the churches with which you are connected 
will specially assist us in this important and de- 
lightful work, and whether we may anticipate 
that the funds you may raise will be transmitted 
to Fen-court by the 10th of November ; as 
about that: time I hope to return to Jamaica, and 
shall be delighted to tell my beloved congrega- 
tion and those of my dear brother missionaries, 
that you will assist us in finding out, even in 
Africa, ‘an habitation for the Lord, a dwelling 
for the mighty God of Jacob.” a 

As funds will be needed for the outfit and 
passage of the ten missionaries to Jamaica, as 
well as for the commencement of the Mission 
to Western Africa, I shall feel further obliged if 


in your reply, or when the money is transmit- 


ted, you specify to which object it is to be 

Tam 

Yours very affectionately, 
WM. KNIBB. 

July, 1840. 


= 
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THE FOLLOWING SUMS HAVE BEEN GIVEN OR PROMISED. 


ds De RN ed eS 2 ee a ee 


For the 


Specially for 


General Funds, Ppecially additional Mis- 
in consideration for Z ‘ 
of increased “Africa. sionaries to 
operation. Jamaica. 
Levecta: £8. a ices. id 

Joseph Gutteridge, Esq.......:...sseeeeeeee D. 50 0 0 
WeBs GurneysHeqicscacdsvsdese secede cane D.} 100 0 O 

Ditto (additional) .....0... 0005. cess reeeee A. 1010 0 
Ge. Toswill Esq. sess cowsce ne seeseaeeases a: 10 0 0 

Ditton additional) as-iseeiss see-aeusseve~- A. 1 is ee 
JOSEPH SCUT Os ABISGE oes Sams duce svieeseee oe Det ees 100 0 0 
An anonymous Friend, by W. Cozens, Esq. 20 2.0 eu 
MieSx BWOLOROOd 2 s08 oie0'os adams ie tsBes = D. 1a eng 
Mr. Bean, Hackney 32.05... eweueiloweeess A. | 1S a 
T. Prentice, Esq., Stowmarket ............ D. 50 0 0 
Ci COWelEsdeccs..racco8e onsdesssowaearene A. 1 re 
Jericho, Jamaica, Rev. J. Clarke ......... D. Fl heed ees 
Falmouth, Jamaica, Rev. W. Knibb...... A. 100 0 0 
NEP) te Ubi rSOy dev caceeeresctsaceees D. 1 Wes 8 Neat, 
Mary Brown, Camberwell........... ..+++ D. 010 0 » 
Uxbridge Public Meeting ................05 D. 20 ~ 09-0 4 
Staines Ui tbOs ser. even focdoeeveseres D. 15276 23 
Miss-Angas, Tavistock ....-.¢...000s0scesne D 10 0 0 
MU Sapteinre dicen ec eke aur ented tant yiaeees D. 5. 08 
Messrs. Hearn and Veary, Wycombe D. 210 0 
Marlow, Friend at, by Rev. J.Sherman . D. ta-0 ru 
CARP FIONG Ab OCHOA: wcsc.wacocser sce eesines 1B 5 0.0 
Mrs, Cooke, Cambridge............s.eee0e0s D. I70*= 0 
A Friend, GittO rats nace sscere gene keee D. 1 Uae | Ya) 
ASCE eaneca deisel Rcailies osieaseaes gravis sees dD. : 10 0 0 
Mrs, Saunders, Kentish Town .... ....... A. i 1 Pie 
WrosRiGlise, NSG), ccar« cbishen cats tai tenis Seettiees D. ed 5 0 0 
Mr. Husébius Smith 2.0. ccccescencceaces ents As we j eel re, 
Mrs. John Young, Brixton ........... Sneviee va ee 310 0 
Camberwell, Collection............+ seen ch D. 34, 0.6 
POV og). EE SELINGON seacauts- cess ceep cat rottewed D; 5.0 0 
Tottenham, Collection. 5. ve.<c0<neseae «ues D. 15.10 .0 
MSS CNET 0 ca cnionater seeks omuReeosuee ace D, ad SC 
South London Auxiliary .............00008 Dx | 382 elie 
Forest-row Green, by J. Edgar, Esq..-.... D. . “ 3.166 2 
Friends at Birmingham..........00....2+ ies . es ak 200 0 0 t 
TRO V ead ks ce) BCS, ALLE LO sacs ciple wslerBeistaniesslas DD, DO iow AO a 
Anonymons Friend, by Rey. W. Knibb . D. 30 0 0 
W:. Richards, Hist. n:suateceeeiinese teers D. BO One 
Thrapston, by Rev. J. Clarke ............ D; 8 5 0 

Other sums haye been promised, but we have not the particulars. = 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. | e 

We stated, in our last Number, that the Committee had resolved to send a printing-press, &c., 
to Ceylon, with Mr, Dawson, about to proceed thither. Itis but just to add, that the kind readi-— 
ness of the Rev, William Upton and his friends, at St, Albans and its neighbourhood, to make a_ 
special contribution towards this object, materially influenced that decision. Mr. Upton has 
already remitted thirty pounds on account of this'object, and hopes to make it fifty. =~ __ 

The much-respected proprietors of Hamper Mill, near Watford, whence a supply of paper was 
sent, more than forty years ago, for the first Serampore edition of the Bengalee New Testament, — 
okies a generously presented a quantity of printing paper, in reply to the warm appeal of our — 

* brother Harris, aa i tt sa 


W. TYGER, PRINTER, 5, BOLT-COURT, LONDON, 
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Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by the Secretary, Rev. S. GREEN, 61, Queen's 
Row, Walworth ; by the Rev. J. DYER, at the Baptist Mission Recan 6, Fen Court, aan 
Street; and the Rev. SrerHun Davis, 92, St. John Street Road, Islington; the Messrs. 
MILLarp, Bishopsgate Street ; C. Burts, Esq., 19, Bridge Street, Blackfriars; SANDERS, 104, 
Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury ; Lapproke & Co., Bankers, Bank Buildings ; by the Rev. 
C, Anperson, Edinburgh; the Rev. Mr. Innes, Frederick Street, Edinburgh ; the Rev. 
J. Forp, 8, Richmond Hill, Rathmines-road, Dublin; by the Rev. C. HaARDcASTLE, Water- 
ford ; by Mr. J. Horxins, Bull Street, Birmingham; and by any Baptist Minister, in any of our 
principal towns. 


TuE following letter from Mr. Young, a diligent, educated, and talented agent of the 
Society, contains a request which he begs an opportunity of stating through the medium 
of the Chronicle. The Secretary, to whom it is addressed, has been on the spot, and is 
ready to bear testimony to the necessities of the neighbourhood and the encouraging pros- 
pects of usefulness which God seems to be opening before Mr. Young Seldom has it 
fallen to his lot to see a people apparently more anxious than they at Conlig, and the 
vicinity are to have the means of sitting under their own vine and fig-tree in quiet, He 


will be glad if Mr. Y.’s request be responded to as he desires. 


To the Secretary of the Baptist Irish Society. 
Dear Brother,— 

It is now nine months since I came to 
reside in the neighbourhood of Bangor. 
There was not then a single Baptist in the 
county of Down, so far as I could find. At 
the commencement of my labours, I had to 
encounter bitterand determined opposition 
from both the Presbyterian and Church of 
England ministers. Notwithstanding which 
the Lord has blessed my labours with consi- 
derable success. A few persons of careless 
and ungodly lives have, I believe, been sa- 
vingly converted to God, while many more 
have been roused from apathy, have had 
their minds enlightened as to the nature of 
a Christian church, and have attended to 
the ordinance of baptism. Twenty-six per- 
sons are united in Christian fellowship, and 
meet in the village of Conlig. The attend- 
ance at my regular morning service there 
averages about eighty, while the evening 
congregation in the same place is upwards 
of one hundred. We worship at present in 
a school-room, but every means is now re- 
sorted to for the purpose of depriving us of 
this liberty, which we fear are likely soon to 
be successful. We are desirous of building 
a plain chapel, thirty feet wide by forty long, 
at an ascertained cost of about £80. This 
is an undertaking which seems to be essen- 


tially necessary to secure the permanency 


of our past success, and to provide for fu- 
ture usefulness. The village is a rapidly 
increasing one. You know it is populous, 
and that for a long distance round, the hills 
an valleys are everywhere dotted with 
families and cottages. The inhabitants who 


attended public worship have formerly gone’ 


ee 


one year? 


either to Bangor or Newtownards, both of 
which are two miles distant. They are poor 
people, living by manufacturing industry, 
and utterly unable themselves to bear the 
cost of erecting a house. With the utmost 
exertion we cannot hope to raise more than 
-f 60 in this country. Under these circum- 
stances we must make an appeal to our 
brethren in England anxious for the spread 
of the gospel in this country. Scarcely has 
there ever been an instance of such rapid 
success attending the efforts of the Baptist 
Trish Society. Are we to be scattered for 
want of a little pecuniary assistance, or will 
kind friends, by enabling us to obtain a 
house of worship, contribute to our estab- 
lishment permanently as a church, and, as 
I hope, to extended usefulness around us? ~ 
It would seem to be inexpedient for me to 
leave home at present,-—the Synod of Ulster 
have had their attention lately directed to 
my labours, and are determined to watch 
every opportunity of occupying the ground 
should I be absent only for a few months. 
Could any kind Christian friend to whom 
God has given the means lend us £100 for —~~ 
This would enable us to get-on 
with the erection of our house before win- 
ter. Think of this matter, dear brethren; _ 
pray for divine direction; remember the — 
wants of Ireland, and act accordingly. Sub. 
scriptions will be thankfully received, ad~- 
dressed to John Young, Bangor, County 
Down, Ireland. 
I am, dear brother, 


Yours faithfully, 
J, Youna. 


Bangor, July 20, 1840, 
3H ° 
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Under date July 4, Rev. B. C. Youne of 
Cork writes to the Secretary :— 

My dear Brother,—That you may be en. 
couraged amidst the many difficulties you 
have to encounter in this land of spiritual 
darkness and death, I am induced to tell 
you that the Lord is still blessing us. I 
think I told you in my last of two ladies who 
were to be baptized ; since their baptism 
three other persons have offered themselves, 
and I expect to baptize them in a few days. 
These will make nine baptized since Janu- 
ary; besides whom four have joined the 
church who had been baptized before. Our 
congregations, too, have increased threefold, 
The prayer meeting, which had been discon- 
tinued because no persons attended, and 
which was commenced again with three or 
four persons, has so enlarged that we must 
hold it in the chapel if it continue to 
increase. We have, too, a sunday-school of 
more than twenty scholars, the fruit chiefly 
of brother Mullarky’s industry, But the 
most pleasing feature is, the amount of spi- 
rituality and brotherly love that seem to 
prevail ; the brethren linger in the porch of 
God's house, and as they shake each other 
by the hand, with love and joy in their 
eountenanees, exclaim, ‘‘It is the Lord’s 
doing, and marvellous in our eyes.”’ Indeed, 
so undeniably is it the work of the Lord, 
that there is no room for pride, and every 
reason to believe that he will earry it on. 


‘*Blessed be the Lord God, the God of | 


Israel, who only doeth wondrous things, and 
blessed be his glorious name for ever, and 
let the whole earth be filled with his glory. 
Amen and amen.” 

Rev. W. Hamitton, July 4, writes. to 
the Secretary :— 

My dear Brother,—With regard to the 
present state of the Lord’s work here, we 
have some cause of rejoicing, accompanied 
with a little anxiety. Early in the last 
month I baptized three, two of whom had 
been in communion with us, and one had 
been made a subject of divine grace about 
three months before, and is now added to 
our church here. Since then, four others 
applied for admission to our communion, 
but only two of them are likely to remain. 

_ After all my discouragements at Athlone, 
my congregation there improves a little, and 
it seems to be composed ofa deseription of 
persons that the clergy and the landlords 
will not be able to frighten away. Iam 
beginning now to hope that the gospel will 


take’ root in this country, The school in | 
this town does very well; there are one | 
hundred and twenty-one on the roll, and | 


they atfend very well. In Athlone the 


school has been greatly diminished by the 
_ threatenings of the priests and the influence 
ef the rector. Under, those outward dis- 
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couragements, I find it-good to trust in the 
Lord and keep looking unto him. 


Denis MULHERN writes, June 29. 

“IT think I can say, that since my last 
monthly letter, I have been doing what 
I could, or nearly so, inthe glorious work of 
declaring the everlasting gospel tomy fellow- 
heirs of eternity, and have cause to feel 
thankful to the Father of mercies, that I 
have been enabled to pursue my labours 
with some increase of ardour, and I hope, 
an additional enjoyment of the divine pre- 
sence. I have visited and preached twice 


| at most of my out-stations, viz. Leffany, 


Mountain-River, Killinduff, Polladivin, &e. 
where the ‘attendance in most eases has. 
exceeded my expectations. On reckoning 
over my journal, I find that I have preached: 
twenty-two times, conducted five prayer- 
meetings, and visited twenty families. But 
what is this to. the wants of the people? I 
have had this month pressing invitations 
from different other places to come and 
preach, but if I enter on new ground I must. 
surrender some of the little spots that I have 
been trying to cultivate, which I am un- 
willing to do while I see any prospect of my 
labour not being in vain in the Lord. What 
affords me considerable encouragement is, 
that notwithstanding many obstacles there 
is evidently an increase of number, attention, 
and interest at each place I visit, without 
a single exception. Indeed, 1 have good 
reason to hope, that the seed is not east in 
vain on these hitherto barren spots of the 
earth. But although we should have to go 
on and strive to water the seed sown with 
tears of private prayer, without any visible 
marks in the meantime of success, or any 
other source of support but what faith can 
draw from the promises of God, yet this: 
would be quite sufficient. But, thank God, 
in many places of my district, I already see 
the blade of faith making its appearance 
amidst the thick weeds of darkness and igno. 
rance that surround it; next will be the ear, 
and after that will be seen the full corn in 
the ear. 
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the reading of the Scriptures, being supplied , God to perishing sinners, in the death and 


a few years ago with a Bible through one of 
your readers. Henotonly sees the errone- 


ous nature of the doctrines of the Church of | 


Rome, but seems to have clear views of the 
nature of the atonement and mediation of 
Christ. He at the same time told me, that 
were it not for fear of his neighbours, 
he never would enter a Roman Catholie 
chapel. Poor man, he has eight in family 
to support, and no means but his trade, 
which depends entirely on the public. If 
such obstacles as this were removed, or 
rather, ifthe people were brought to exercise 
stronger faith, then the ranks of Popery 
would soon be abandoned by hundreds in 
this country. I wish very much that I had 
afew Biblesand Testaments to put into the 
hands of some poor inquiring Roman 
Catholics with whom I am acquainted. 
The priests are beginning again to rail 
against our schools in this neighbourhood, 
but I trust their efforts will produce little 
effect beside that of acting as an impetus on 
us to renewed exertion in the glorious cause 
in which itis our privilege and happiness to 
be engaged. You will be glad to hear that 
our weekly prayer meeting is doing pretty 
well—nearly as well attended now as any 
of our other meetings. I hope it will prove 
a real blessing to-many of us.” 


From W. Mc Connett, July 3:— 


“ T entered into a house all Roman 
Catholics, and just as I was going in, four 
beggars also came in—one of them a poor 
blind woman. I was set a seat, and com- 
menced by referring to the pitiable state of 
the poor blind woman, and from that to the 
blindness of the mind—and then to the 
necessity for, and value of the light of the 
knowledge of God’s character, and-an inter- 
est in the salvation that is by grace through 
faith. Strange to tell, they all listened 
attentively, and as if they felt a personal 
concern in the matter, except the poor blind 
woman, who, Gallio-like, cared for none of 
these things. “Just when pressing these 
subjects upon their attention, in came the 
husband ; I turned to him, and informed 
him of what I was speaking to them about, 
and requested his particular attention. He sat 
down reluctantly ; and I pressed upon bim, 
and them all, the necessity of being born 
again. He said he hoped he was born 


again when he was christened. I told him, 
_he had surely never read the Scriptures 


upon the subject, and would with his per- 


mission read to him the Lord Jesus’ view’ 
_ of the subject, as given to Nicodemus. He_ 


replied, he would not permit me to read 
any, but I might talk to him as long as I 
liked. Ithenat considerable length showed 
him that it was the exhibition of the love of 


“2 


resurrection of the Lord Jesus, as recorded 
in the Seriptures by the Holy Spirit, that 
produced the change called the new birth, 
or being born again, or from above. I 
quoted 1 Peter i. 23 and 25, and various 
other passages upon the subject: he made 
no reply. ‘lhe wife while I was speaking 
gazed upon me with intense interest ; and 
when heobjected to the reading of the Word 
of life, cried out,—* Well, if you do not 
want them Ido; I'll listen to the gentle- 
man reading, for we all have much need of 
what he says ;” and insisted I should read. 
He continued to oppose, and [ did not con- 
sider it prudent to read when he was at 
least willing to listen to me repeating the 
same words. When coming away, the - 
wife entreated me to call again soon, and if 
I would preach in the neighbourhood she 
would go to hear me. Another beggar pre- 
sent also expressed great satisfaction, and 
said, if I would at any time hold a meeting 
in the neighbourhood, she would come if she 
heard of it. I eame away thankful and 
glad, and continued to visit longer and was 
well received, and listened to attentively 
both while reading and speaking.” 


From J. Gotprick, dated June 30 :— 


“Though there are many obstacles 
thrown by the enemy of souls in the way of 
Scripture reading here asin other parts of 
Ireland, yet still, blessed be God, there is 
reason to hope that the overruling pro- 
vidence of our heavenly Father will, in his 
own fit time, remove every obstruction, and 
extend the glory of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom over the dark places and moral desola- 
tions of our country. - I cannot indeed say, 
that the portion of my time spent among 
the Roman Catholies is quite so interesting 
as at the commencement of my labours it 
seemed to promise. The poor people are 
duly sensible of their enslaved condition 
and spiritual ignorance of the revealed will 
of God, but alas! the fear of man, backed 
by the power of the prince of darkness and 
god of this world, operate as a powerful 
snare to entrap and delude them. 
perhaps it is rather singular, that some will 
listen to Scriptural conversations, attend to 
quotations from, and references to the 


Scriptures, while at the same time they ~— ; 


will be panic struck at the very idea of a 
Protestant introducing his Protestant Bible, 
and sitting among them to read and explain 
it. But there are, blessed be God, many _ 
exceptions to be met with; there are a few 
to be found even in corners, who are not yet — 
so shackled with the trammels of priest- 


‘eraft as to close their cars, and steel their — 


| heartsagainst the sweet tidings of aSaviour’s 


ove.” 


SS 


Ands—— 
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W. Mc Apam writes, June 27:—“ On 
Sabbath, the 14th June, went into a cabin 
on the road side leading from Ballina to 
Killala; the man knew me, welcomed me; 
there was another papist man sitting on the 
bed side. I longed to see you, said the 
man of the house. I read the Scriptures 
some time heretofore to him. Well, said 
I, I will now read and expound to you 
the glorious and cheering gospel of Christ. 
I commenced. I read to him the fourth, 
fifth, and sixth chapter of Ephesians ; 
expounded the fundamental doctrines 
of the cross, contained in the first three 
chapters; then the practical duties incum- 
bent on the Christian, for the Christian 
mustshow his faith by his works, as Abraham 
did. The other man, who I believe, never 
heard the gospel before, exclaimed, All you 
read and said I think is true. These words 
are not mine, said I,-they are the infallible 
words of God. O yes, said the man of 
the house, they are true. 

«‘ A man of the name of C. to whom and 
family I often read and expounded the 
Scriptures, and often invited to preaching, 
but seldom came, was laid on a bed of 
affliction; but at length the man despaired 
of life. One night he got so weak, he sent 
his son for me, and called me out of bed in 
all haste to read and pray for him, When 
I went into the house, I found them all 
weeping bitterly. I endeavoured to console 
them. The man was speechless for a little 
time, but recovered. I exhorted him to look 
to the Lamb of God slain from the founda- 
tion of the world, who alone is able to take 
away the sins of all them who by faith look 
to the merits of his blood. I then read the 
twenty-third, thirty-fourth, and one hun- 
dred and third Psalm; then kneeled down 
and prayed. The man came to his right 
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feelings; and of all the men or women 
I beheld on the brink of eternity, he 
prayed the most fervently. I again read, 
prayed, and exhorted him to wrestle in 
prayer with Jehovah, as the old patriarch 
did, and the Lord would certainly hear and 
answer, even at the eleventh hour: A great 
number of persons gathered, being sure of 
his death every moment till morning, but 
he revived a little. I took the opportunity 
of pointing out the awful danger of procras- 
tination, putting faith and repentance off to 
a dying hour; showed them that while we 
are in health and strength, that is the only 
time to serve the Lord, in holiness and 
newness of life; then remarked that it is de- 
plorable to see people actively engaged in 
the service of the devil while in health, 
lifting up the puny arm of flesh in rebellion 
against the omnipotent Jehovah, seeing that 
the very moment the immortal spirit is 
separated from the mortal body, it must be 
received into Abraham’s bosom or trans- 
mitted to hell. A papist man cried out, 
‘hard sentence!’ ‘ That is the sentence of the 
Judge of quick and/dead, said I.’ * Oh,’ said 
he, ‘sure souls for trifling sins will not be 
sent to hell.’ ‘Oh yes,’ said I; ‘the language 
of God is, ‘The soul that sinneth shall 
die ;? the Scripture never distinguishes 
between what you call venial and heinous 
sins.’ We then gently entered into a dis- 
cussion of the doctrine of purgatory, and in 
a short time the man gave up his views of 
purgatory and submitted to the oracles of 
divine truth. The people were delighted 
to hear so much about the absurd doctrine 
of purgatory disproved ; and suffice it to say, 
if the sword of the Spirit is faithfully 
wielded with a single eye to the glory 
of God, the enemies of the gospel will be 
put to silence.” 
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